
By Jui Sarwate

East Palo Alto has be-
come the most pan-
demic-affected city in

San Mateo County with the
highest percentage of confirmed
COVID-19 cases in relation to

its population size.
To show how COVID-19

cases in the city have jumped in
the past few weeks, the August
13 update from the San Mateo
County Health Department,
showed 771 confirmed cases,
which reflected 2.6% of the East

Palo Alto population (which was
up from 1% of the population in
July). Then there were 111
cases for every 10,000 resi-
dents. In August, there were
now 260 cases for every 10,000
residents. Now, there are 385.4
cases for every 10,000 cases.

Although the surge in cases
due to the potential effect of in-
creased socialization were
county-wide, the East Palo Alto
community continues to experi-
ence COVID-19 disproportion-
ately.

In his July 15 briefing, San

Mateo County Manager Mike
Callagy explained a surge in
cases as having “to do poten-
tially with people getting back
out there getting to work, social-
izing, and doing those types of
things.” With the opening of in-
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San Mateo County meal program extended
By Eva Barrows

Great Plates Deliv-
ered, a program
that distributes

healthy meals from local food
providers to eligible seniors,
has been extended through
October 9, 2020. The pro-
gram is part of California’s
emergency response to
COVID-19.

Locally, the program is
administered by San Mateo
County. Since meal delivery
began May 9, 2020, 2,553
seniors have been served
501,336 meals from 68 food
providers. At a press briefing,
San Mateo County Manager
Mike Callagy said, “Great
Plates Delivered is one of the
most incredible things to

come out of this crisis.”
Callagy went on to say, “It’s
really filling a need that
whether it's a crisis or not,
would probably be there.”

Currently, Great Plates
Delivered fulfills two main

goals: to safely provide nutri-
tious meals three times a day
to seniors with limited means
to access food during the
pandemic and to employ
local restaurants and food
providers who are struggling

financially during shelter in
place orders.

Seniors eligible for the
program include those aged
65 and older; adults 60 to 64,
who are COVID-19 positive;

continued on page 7

Photo courtesy of San Mateo County Health

EPA hard hit by COVID-19

In the above illustration, the City of East Palo Alto is shown in the listing of cities on the right with 1,194 cases of COVID-19 as of the third week in September, when these figures
were released.- Graphic courtesy of https://www.smchealth.org/data-dashboard/cases-city
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HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19.
From visiting friends and family to dining out at a restaurant, remember 
to wash your hands, wear a face covering, and practice social distancing. 

Together we can get back to enjoying everyday life safely.

Learn more at smcgov.org

OUR COMEBACK DEPENDS ON

 ALL OF US
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By Nicholas Morgan

Former Georgia gu-
bernatorial nomi-
nee Stacey Abrams

described efforts to suppress
votes nationwide ahead of
the November 3 presidential
election.

Speaking at a discussion
hosted by the Silicon Valley
Community Foundation
(SVCF) on Thursday, August
13, Abrams spoke about ef-
forts across the United
States that could suppress
millions of voters before No-
vember. Drawing on the work
of her national nonprofit Fair
Fight, Abrams said it is im-
portant to look back on ef-
forts to ensure access to the
ballot to understand the cur-
rent challenges.

“We have been able to re-
ally gin up over the last year
an engagement and level of
awareness that is critical, be-
cause voter suppression
works best when people are
convinced they cannot vote
or should not vote,” Abrams
told SVCF President Nicole
Taylor.

Comparing the present
fight against voter suppres-
sion to previous ones,
Abrams insisted that the
strict laws passed after 2010

im-

pose new obstacles that re-
place outright intimidation.
Voter suppression is no
longer police batons and
dogs, but it can be seen now
in the strict voting laws en-
acted by many states post-
2010

Some of these are well
known like stringent voter-ID
requirements, but others in-
clude “use it or lose it” laws
that purge inactive voters
from registrations.

She said that with the
COVID-19 pandemic, these
restrictions make it even
harder for groups like young
people and people of color to

cast a vote.
Abrams became a cham-

pion on voting rights follow-
ing her narrow defeat in the
2018 election for Governor of
Georgia, a race marred by
allegations of voter suppres-
sion. Following this loss,
Abrams founded three non-
profits focused on voting
rights: Fair Count, Fair Fight
2020 and  Fair Fight Action
which has launched lawsuits
challenging voter suppres-
sion in several states.

On the topic of mail-in
voting, Abrams criticized the
Trump administration for un-
dermining the U.S Postal
Service (USPS) which is re-

sponsible for delivering elec-
tion ballots.

President Trump has con-
sistently repeated his belief
that voting by mail opens the
door to fraud, something ex-
perts say is extremely rare,
and he insists any outcome
would cast doubt on the elec-
tion’s ultimate outcome. The
president, himself, and the
First Lady both requested
mail-in ballots for the upcom-
ing election.

Referring to President
Trump’s comments this week
that he would refuse funding
for USPS over mail-in voting,
Abrams said he was willing to
disrupt the election even at the
cost of damaging American
democracy. She added that
these moves would not just
hurt voters supporting his op-
ponent, former Vice President
Joe Biden, but also many of
his own potential voters.

“When you break the ma-
chinery of democracy, you
break it for everyone,” said
Abrams.

Abrams was also asked
about the completion of the
U.S Census for 2020. The
initial end of the year dead-
line for filling out the Census
was moved from October 31
to September 30 by the
Trump administration, raising

concerns that the final count
may be inaccurate. If the
numbers for the census are
inaccurate, Abrams said that
the burden would mostly be
felt by communities of color.

In California, officials
have decried moving the
census date to September
as an attack on vulnerable
communities like East Palo
Alto, where there are many
undocumented immigrants
and homeless.

Currently, California has a
2020 Census self-response
rate of 65.6%. With a self-re-
sponse rate of 75.5%, San
Mateo County ranks the
highest in the state, while the
City of East Palo Alto ranks
the second lowest in the
county with a response rate
of 59.9%.

COVID-19 only compli-
cates data collection for the
census.

Without complete and ac-
curate data that will be held
for another decade, Abrams
warned that it could drasti-
cally affect public policies
that could include COVID re-
covery or immigration. She
added that the lack of accu-
rate data would also risk mis-
representing the U.S’ racial
and political make-up and

By Nicholas Morgan

Officials in San
Mateo County
held a press con-

ference on this month and
explained how the fires,
some of the worst in recent
years, are resulting in re-
duced virus testng and creat-
ing conditions for it to spread
among survivors.

Mike Callagy, the San
Mateo County Manager, said
that the fires destroyed
22,750 acres in the county
with numerous single-family,
commercial structures and
other structures being de-
stroyed. However, he said
the number of COVID-19
deaths and cases increased
as the fires burned.

According to Callagy, six
more people were reported
dead as a result of the virus
and the number of cases
now stands at 9,427. Callagy
added that the highest num-
ber of infections have been
found in people between the
ages of 20 and 40, and that
Latinx Americans are the

most over-represented group
in infections.

Data from the San Mateo
County Health Department  
shows  this to be a part of a
county wide spread. Of the
total number of cases, more
than 4,768 of those infected
are Latino and they also make
up a fifth of all deaths. These
statistics were recorded at the
end of August.

The fight against the fires
has made it more difficult to
conduct testing, particularly in
the affected areas. Poor air
quality has made it unsafe to
go outside or to conduct visits,

where testing could be pro-
vided by officials. Experts in
nearby Washington state’s
health department noted that
the air problems created by the
virus  complicate  COVID-19
symptoms.

Adding to the difficulties
created by the fires is how to
maintain social distancing
measures in locations that
house evacuees, their fami-
lies and first responders in
such close proximity. In
some nearby counties, evac-
uees are being set up in ho-
tels and other makeshift
shelters to reduce  clustering  

too many people together.
However, the entire situa-

tion was not cast negatively at
Callagy’’s press conference.

San Mateo officials de-
clared an  end  to evacuation
orders effective immediately.
At the time, the county’s
color warning was changed
from green, suggesting a
certain level of risk, to no
color which means no risks
to properties are present, a
change from when the emer-
gency was first declared on
August 19.

Callagy also announced
that COVID-19 testing would
resume and up to 2,000 tests
would be provided each day
alone. At the time of his an-
nouncement, more than half
of the available openings for
testing  were being filled.

New plans to increase test-
ing further as the fire warnings
receded were also declared.

“We were beating the
state average .... I'd been
asked to do 1,200 a day.
We're doing 1,800 a day,”  

Callagy told reporters,
that, though numbers went

down due to the fires, he ex-
pected testing to increase.

“The state has now put in a
framework that's putting a pre-
mium on testing at higher lev-
els.... So, we are adjusting
additional large scale testing
sites to increase our total aver-
age test by at least 500 to 750
a day  to meet these num-
bers,” said Callagy.

On August 28, Governor
Gavin Newsom detailed his
Blueprint for a Safer Economy
that based reopening plans for
counties on a series of manda-
tory metrics for case rates and
test positivity that would dictate
plans to reopen their
economies. Purple is the worst
category and suggests the
virus is widespread, and yel-
low is the lowest.

San Mateo County has
moved away from purple in
this framework. Callagy de-
clared it was his goal to im-
prove the numbers as soon as
possible.

Nicholas Morgan con-
tributes articles and reports
of special interest to East
Palo Alto Today.
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How we can uphold our democracy this election season

Photo courtesy of Ethnic Media Services
SVCF President Nicole Taylor appears in this screenshot with Stacey
Abrams and Larry Kramer, the president of the Hewlett Foundation .

Raging fires complicate California’s fight against COVID-19 

continued on page 20

Photo and caption courtesy of Menlo Fire
Members of California Task Force 3 discuss their human recovery
mission prior to leaving for the City of Chico’s Base Camp.
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City, County, State & U.S.Government Meetings & Contacts
East Palo Alto 
City Council

The East Palo Alto City Council
meets the first and third Tues-
day of each month at 7:30 pm in
the Council Chambers, East
Palo Alto City Hall, 2415 Univer-
sity Avenue; (650) 853-3100 or
Fax: (650) 853-3115.  
Website:www.ci.east-palo-
alto.ca.us

East Palo Alto
City Council Members
Regina Wallace Jones

Mayor
650-709-9660

rwallacejones@cityofepa.org
Carlos Romero

Vice Mayor
cromero@cityofepa.org

650) 328-4363 

Lisa Gauthier
(650) 387-4584

lgauthier@cityofepa.org

Ruben Abrica
(650) 804-3347

rabrica@cityofepa.org

Larry Moody
(650) 644-9110

lmoody@cityofepa.org

East Palo Alto Agencies,
Boards, Commissions,

Committees

Planning Commission
Second and Fourth Mon-

day

Rent Stabilization Board
Second and Fourth

Wednesday

Public Works & Trans-
portation Commission

Third Wednesday

Youth Advisory Commit-
tee

First Thursday of each
month

Senior Advisory Committee
Meets first Wednesday of

the even numbered months
from 1:30p.m.-3:30p.m. -

City Hall.

East Palo Alto Sanitary
District

The East Palo Alto Sanitary
District office is open Mon-

day through Friday from
8:00 a.m. to 12 noon and

re-opens from 1:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. for service. Reg-

ular Board Meetings are
held the first Thursday of
every month at 7:00 pm. 

Menlo Park City Council
The Menlo Park City Council
holds meetings every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m. at the City Council
Chambers located at 801 Laurel
Street. You can subscribe to re-
ceive the agendas and minutes
by e-mail when they are pub-
lished.For questions about an
agenda, call the city clerk at
650.330.6620.

Menlo Park 
City Council Members

Ray Mueller
Mayor

650-776-8995
Cecilia Taylor- Mayor Pro

Tem
650-589-5073

Catherine Carlton
650-575-4523

Drew Combs 
650-924-1890

Betsy Nash
650-380-3986

Menlo Park
Boards, Commissions,

Committees
Arts Commission

Bicycle Commission
Environmental Quality

Commission
Finance and Audit Commis-

sion
Housing Commission

Las Pulgas Committee
Library Commission

Parks and Recreation Com-
mission

Planning Commission
Transportation Commission

San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors

Supervisor Warren Slocum
Fourth District

The San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors meets
on March 3, 17, 31, & April
14,28 2009 in the County of
San Mateo Hall of Justice &
Records 400 County Center,
Redwood City, CA 94063.
Roll call at 8 a.m. 9 a.m.
Regular & Consent Agenda
Items. 650-691-2121

State Officials
Governor 

Gavin Newsom
State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
Fax: 916) 558-3160

Assembly Member 
Marc Berman

District Address
5050 El Camino Real Ste.117

Los Altos, CA 94022
650 691-2121

State Senator
Jerry Hill 

District Address
1528 South El Camino Real 

San Mateo, CA 94301
(650) 212-3313

U.S. Government
U.S. Congresswoman

Jackie Speier
San Mateo Office

155 Bovet Rd, Suite 780
San Mateo, CA 94402

Phone: (650) 342-0300
Washington, DC: 
(202) 225-3531

A look at East Palo Alto’s
City Council candidates

There are seven
candidates running
for East Palo Alto

City Council this year. Three
of them, Lisa Gauthier, Larry
James Moody, and Carlos
Romero are all incumbents
and rerunning as  city coun-
cilmembers, while there are
four newcomers, Webster
Lincoln, Antonio Lopez,
Stewart Hyland, and Juan
Mendez.

Lisa Gauthier has been
actively involved in the City
of East Palo Alto’s govern-
ment as city councilmember,
vice mayor and mayor.

She is an affairs man-
ager at Study.com, a website
that provides users an oppor-
tunity to further their educa-
tion. Her campaign targets
the city’s development
through transportation and
housing. 

She supports increasing

affordable housing, while ad-
vocating that current resi-
dents not be displaced.
Gauthier also focuses on the
workplace, looking to im-
prove the city’s economy and
strengthen small businesses.

Larry James Moody is
also an incumbent, who has
served as the city’s mayor.
He is  an employment spe-
cialist and job developer at
JobTrain. 

In his current campaign,
he says that he    wants to
improve the city through proj-
ects he plans on developing
to address the city’s water
supply. 

Moody’s campaign also
focuses on local employ-
ment, transportation, public
safety and housing develop-
ment.

Carlos Romero, East
Palo Alto’s current vice-
mayor has also served as
mayor. He is an affordable
housing advocate. He says
that he hopes to build city
recreational centers and
strengthen the jobs offered
within the city, while also mak-
ing sure that the increase in
jobs in the city wouldn’t nega-
tively impact the flow of traffic
within the city.

Webster Lincoln grew
up in East Palo Alto and is a
data scientist at Genentech,

where he works on projects
focused on improvement and
efficiency. He says that he
will apply his skills to a num-
ber of projects he hopes to
implement to improve the
community for East Palo Alto
residents; such as improving
homelessness, fighting
poverty and maintaining the
availability of low-income
housing..

Antonio Lopez de-
scribes himself as a writer,
scholar and advocate for the
East Palo Alto community. If
elected to the city council, he
says that he plans on ex-
panding the library, helping
to promote small businesses,
maintaining public safety on
sidewalks, increasing park-
ing, advocating for park bath-
room accessibility, and
developing more affordable
housing, while ending single
family housing zoning. 

Stewart Hyland, a non-
profit housing director at
Housing Leadership Council
of San Mateo County, is a
long time city activist. 

His campaign includes in-
creasing career development
for East Palo Alto residents ,
by bringing more jobs into
the community while provid-
ing more funded affordable
housing.

Juan Mendez is the
youngest city council candi-
date . He currently serves as
an alternate on the East Palo

Stewart Hyland

Webster Lincoln

continued on page 20

Lisa Gauthier

Larry James Moody

Carlos Romero

Antonio Lopez

Juan Mendez

Community News Briefs
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Governor Gavin
Newsom today
signed two bills

as part of his worker protec-
tion package, SB 1159 by
Senator Jerry Hill (D-San
Mateo) and AB 685 by As-
semblymember Eloise
Gómez Reyes (D-San
Bernardino). SB 1159 ex-
pands access to workers’
compensation and makes it
easier for first responders,
health care workers and peo-
ple who test positive due to
an outbreak at work to get
the support they need, in-
cluding necessary medical
care and wage replacement
benefits. AB 685 ensures
timely notification to employ-
ees and local and state pub-
lic health officials of
COVID-19 cases at work-
places. This notification will
help workers take necessary
precautions such as seeking

testing, getting medical help
or complying with quarantine
directives.

“Protecting workers is
critical to slowing the spread
of this virus,” said Governor
Newsom. “These two laws
will help California workers
stay safe at work and get the
support they need if they are
exposed to COVID-19.”  

“In the age of Covid-19
our essential workers risk
their lives and the lives of
their loved ones in our fields,
hospitals, grocery stores,
meatpacking plants, restau-

rant kitchens and countless
other businesses in our
state,” said Assemblymem-
ber Reyes. “COVID-19 infec-
tions and deaths
disproportionately affect the
Latino, Black, and Asian Pa-
cific Islander communities.
Communities that make up
the majority of our state’s
low-wage workers. By notify-
ing the public and workers of
potential exposures as re-
quired under AB 685 we
allow workers to take appro-
priate steps to protect them-
selves and their loved ones
while also bolstering the re-
sponse of public health offi-
cials.”

SB 1159 (Hill) expands
access to workers’ compen-
sation by creating a rebut-
table presumption for front
line workers -- health care
workers, firefighters and
peace officers. Creating a
presumption removes bur-

dens of access to workers’
compensation for those
workers who most likely got
infected at work. Additionally,
the bill establishes a rebut-
table presumption when
there is a workplace out-
break over a 14-day time-
frame.

Under AB 685 (Reyes),
employers must report an
outbreak to local public
health officials. Employers
must also report known
cases to employees who
may have been exposed to
COVID-19 within one busi-
ness day. This bill strength-
ensCal/OSHA’s enforcement
authority by providing clear
authority to close a worksite
due to a COVID-19 hazard
and reducing the timeframe
for COVID-19 citations. 

Governor Newsom has
enacted other components of
his worker protection pack-
age in recent weeks. Last

week, he signed AB 1867,
legislation that immediately
ensured access to paid sick
leave for every California
employee, closing gaps in
federal and state law. He
also advanced significant
funding for worker and em-
ployer outreach, education
and enforcement activities
related to COVID-19.

This worker protection
package builds on the New-
som Administration’s ongo-
ing efforts to protect workers,
among them expanded child
care, access to testing and
building a pipeline of per-
sonal protective equipment
to help workers stay safe on
the job. The Administration
has also released robust
workplace safety and health
guidance that emphasizes
masks, distancing, cleaning,
hand washing, screenings
and staying home if feeling
sick.

Governor Newsom signs legislation to protect California’s
workforce amid the COVID-19 pandemic 

Weeks before early voting in California, young activists 
target black and bown Millennials, Generation Z-ers 

By Quinci LeGardye 

Early voting in Cali-
fornia will begin
Monday, October

5. Registered voters will be
able to either mail in or drop
off their ballots from that day
until the day before Election
Day, Monday, Nov. 2.  

In a deeply divided Amer-
ican electorate, both Democ-
rats and Republicans have
been pushing efforts to moti-
vate their respective party
bases to get out and vote.
And in an election year when
a few votes in a handful of
swing states will likely deter-
mine who will win the U.S.
presidency, poll watchers are
predicting that young people
could be the deciding vote in
several places.  

“Don’t let anyone keep
you from exercising your sa-
cred vote. Make your plan to
vote. Grab your vote and
head to the polls the first day
they are open,” said Califor-
nia Attorney General Xavier
Becerra, calling out young
people in his speech at the
Democratic National Con-
vention in August.  

Across California, young
voters are speaking out about
the issues that concern them
this election, and decisions
that will affect their future. On
Sept. 11, Power California, a

civic engagement organization
that encourages young people
of color to participate in gov-
ernment, hosted their “Fight
For Our Future Campaign
Kick-Off.”

Young activists from all
corners of California spoke
about issues coming up in
the November election to
launch he campaign, which
aims to reach more than
150,000 California voters be-
tween the ages of 18 and 35
through virtual phone bank-
ing and texting. 

Annie Gonzalez, the ac-
tress known for her role as
Lidia Solis on Netflix’s com-
edy-drama series “Gente-
fied,” hosted the virtual
event. She addressed the
struggles that young people
of color are facing in the lead
up to the election.  

According to Power Cali-
fornia’s 2020 Youth Poll, 46
% of young people surveyed
had difficulty buying food,
household supplies or medi-
cine during the COVID-19
pandemic, and 67 % said
their state government is not
doing enough to address the
impact of COVID-19. 

“Young people of color
have been hit hard by these
crises, and their needs and
futures must be centered in
this election, and always dur-
ing the recovery, from young

essential workers risking
everything to take care of us
to college students unsure
about their future to everyday
young people struggling to
afford rent,” said Gonzalez. 

Kendrick Sampson, ac-
tivist and actor known for his
role as Nathan Campbell on
HBO’s popular comedy-
drama series “Insecure,” ad-
dressed the young people
watching the event as well.
He stressed the importance
of activism and participation.    

“I'm inspired by all the
young people. It’s what
keeps me going and moti-
vated, because y'all are lead-
ing the movement across the
country. Young people like
yourselves are rising up and
fueling movements for jus-
tice, from Black Lives Matter
and calls to defund the police
to climate change and immi-
grant rights. You are the
leaders and the moral com-
pass of our nation in every
major movement for justice

that has been true in our
past, and it is still true today.” 

Tyler Okeke, a 19-year-
old organizer with Power
California, asked young peo-
ple to sign a letter asking
Gov. Newsom to endorse
Proposition 15. The ballot
measure would require com-
mercial and industrial proper-
ties to be taxed at their
market value. According to
Ballotpedia, 40 % of the rev-
enue generated will fund
school districts and commu-
nity colleges. 

“It will require decisive ac-
tion from our elected leaders,
especially leaders like Gov-
ernor Newsom,” he said. “We
need leaders who will put
people over corporations and
take steps to meet Califor-
nia's most essential human
needs while recognizing that
young people are the central
force of this future that we
want for this state.” 

Ixchel Arista, a 15-year-old
youth organizer with Oakland
Kids First, advocated for
Measure QQ, a ballot initiative
in Oakland which will allow 16
and 17-year-olds to vote in
school board elections.

“Students feel the most
impact as we spend most of
our lives at school, yet have
no say in decisions being
made for our education. We
need to be able to decide

who is making these impact-
ful decisions,” said Arista. 

Te’Ausha Garcia, a civic
engagement organizer with
Californians for Justice in
Fresno, said, “It's important
that we fight for the solutions
that we need, because who
else will fight for us? We have
to be willing to stand up and
fight for what we want. Other-
wise the change we desper-
ately need will not be
showcased. We must stand up
for our rights and really name
what it is that we need.”  

“We must continue to
fight for our right to the future
that we deserve. The right to
have our most basic human
needs met: Clean and fresh
air and water, housing,
healthcare and education.
The right to be free and to
live with dignity and without
discrimination, the right to
determine the future of our
democracy and our econ-
omy, and we will not stop
until we secure these rights.
We will not stop until we se-
cure these rights,” said Eu-
gene Vang, a 19-year-old
activist from Merced, who or-
ganizes with 99 Routes and
Power California. 

This article by Quinci
LeGardye is reprinted with
permission from California
Black Media.

https://www.publicdomainpic-
tures.net

Gov. Gavin Newsom



By Supervisor 
Warren Slocum

It’s back to school time!
And this school year
will start off very differ-

ent and challenging for stu-
dents.

Back-to-school is on all
parents’ minds right now, and
in what form our students will
attend school – whether it be
by distance learning, in-per-
son or a hybrid version.  Let
me share with you the proj-
ects we are working on in the
County and in my office to
ready students for the com-
ing school year during this
pandemic.

Every August, the County
Human Services Agency

(HSA) Children's Fund pre-
pares backpacks stuffed with
school supplies for elemen-
tary, middle, and high school
students who are low-in-
come or foster children. This
year, our office partnered
with HSA to include a
COVID-19 kit in each of the

700 backpacks to prepare
these students for the com-
ing school year during this
pandemic. Each COVID-19
kit contains a face mask,
hand sanitizer, wipes, a
water bottle, USB drive and
headphones for distance
learning.

And speaking of distance
learning, this pandemic high-
lights the universal need for
internet access for all in this
County.  It’s why Supervisor
Don Horsley and I asked our
Board of Supervisors to ap-
prove a pilot project to pro-
vide internet access for the
most disadvantaged stu-
dents.  The pilot will include
the Ravenswood City School
District, Redwood City
School District and the La

Honda-Pescadero Unified
School District.  As of this
writing, most of these dis-
tricts have announced plans
to start school with improved
distance learning and this
access is critical for these
students and their families.

With food insecurity rising
during these troubling times,
our Board of Supervisors
also just approved a pilot
project to provide $1 million
in Coronavirus Aid, Relief
and Economic Security Act
(CARES) for the purposes of
establishing a pilot FREE
meals program to reduce
food insecurity among ALL
students in ALL school dis-
tricts in San Mateo County, if
they choose to participate.

For more information on

what’s happening in District
4 and the County, sign up for
my newsletter at: http://eep-
url.com/dsLbyz

seniors exposed to
COVID-19, and seniors
who have an underlying
health condition. Those
applying for the Great
Plates Delivered program
also have to meet other
criteria involving their in-
come and their participa-
tion in other government
food programs.

In praising the pro-
gram, Callagy said,
“Over 10 million dollars
has been put back into
the community through
restaurants who are em-
ploying folks who would
have been otherwise un-
employed.”

Great Plates Deliv-
ered is jointly funded
through federal, state,
and county assistance.
The Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) provides 75% of
the funding, the State of
California 18.75% and
San Mateo County pays
the remaining 6.25%,
which amounts to
$634,165 to date.

The program was set
to expire on September

9, 2020. “I'm happy to
report that FEMA fund-
ing will be extended to
October 9, 2020, so we
will continue another
month, which is great,”
said Callagy. He also
stated that the county
would have sponsored
the program through Sep-
tember if the state did not.

Based on the need,
the state may extend
funding for the program
beyond the October end
date. Michelle Durand,
San Mateo County’s
chief communications
officer, said the program
has previously been re-
newed one to two days
before the closing date.

The county is accept-
ing new applications for
food delivery assistance.
To apply for free meals
through the Great Plates
Delivered program, call
1-800-675-8437 week-
days from 8 AM to 5 PM.
For additional informa-
tion about the program,
go to https://www.sm-
chealth.org/post/great-
plates-delivered-faqs.
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San Mateo County
meal program
continued from page 1

Back to school will be a different time for students

Supervisor Warren Slocum
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But, believe it or not,
there are those states like
West Virginia, Idaho, Maine,
Hawaii and Vermont that
have a 99%  response rate. 

See more rankings at
https://2020census.gov/en/re
sponse-rates.html

If the residents of East
Palo Alto want
to have a seat
at the table,
then they will
have to partic-
ipate, when-
e v e r t h e
oppor tun i t y

arises where
their voices

can be heard.      
Participating in the 2020

Census is one of those op-
portunities. If people feel that
as a group they are pushed
aside by the system and
treated as if they don’t count,
then they never will count
until they step up to present
themselves, demand their
seat and pull back the chair
at the table. 

Census 2020 allows
everyone to present them-
selves and demand that
seat.

So, let us all do what we
need to do in responding to
the census to allow our-
selves to count by being
counted! 

In doing so, we will no
longer be invisible. In allow-
ing ourselves to be seen and
heard, we can demand our
fair representation in the
halls of  power and get the
seats to which we are all en-
titled. 

Doesn’t it make sense,
then, for all of us to respond
to the census as quickly as
possible? In being counted,
our communities will get the
money that they deserve.

So, fill out and submit
your  2020 Census  form
now, if you haven’t already
done so. 

East Palo Alto can be
among the cities with the
highest 2020 Census re-
sponse rates and you can
help make that happen! 

Let’s begin to put East
Palo Alto at the top of those
lists that reflect the best!

For years, members
of minority groups
in America were

given the crumbs that fell
from the table and they
rightly complained that they
were underrepresented in
the halls of power and ex-
cluded from having a
seat at the table.

Protesters around
the country say that
this is still happening.

C e n s u s 2 0 2 0
supporters are urg-
ing everyone to par-
ticipate in the census
and let their voices
count as one way of
gaining access to power and
resources.

Newly-released Census
2020 data shows that in the
third week of September,
San Mateo County, with a
self-response rate of 78%,
ranks as the number one
county in California, in hav-
ing the most residents who
have submitted their Census
2020 questionnaire. This
puts San Mateo County in
the lead for having the high-
est response rate in the
state. Even California’s re-
sponse rate is 68.8%.

Two San Mateo County
cities, Hillsborough and San
Carlos, both with a response
rate of more than 80%, rank
among the top 10 cities in the
state with the highest re-
sponse.

Guess which cities in the
state have the lowest re-
sponse rates. If you guessed
that East Palo Alto is among
them, then you’re right. East
Palo Alto has a response
rate of 64.7%, which it must
be noted is several points
higher than its 2010 rate.

The city ranks under
Menlo Park, which is at
76.5%, but above Compton
at 63.4% and above Bell,
which has a response rate of
64.2%.

East Palo Alto’s self-re-
sponse rate is above that of
southern states like Alabama
(62.9%) Georgia (61.9%),
Mississippi (59.8%) and
Florida (63.1%), which all fall
under the national response
rate of 66.3%. 

Letters in East Palo Alto Today
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From the Editor’s Desk
Getting a seat at the table!

Henrietta J. Burroughs

In order to better serve the
communities of East Palo Alto
and Belle Haven, East Palo Alto
Today has made the commitment
to operate with high professional
standards and to adhere to a strict
code of ethical conduct.  

The principles and policies
stated herein serve as an
agreement with our readers,
advertisers and all others within

our service area.
East Palo Alto Today is dedi-

cated to conscientious journalism.
We maintain this commitment by
seeking and reporting the truth,
acting with integrity, and serving
the public interest.  We will report
the news thoroughly and accu-
rately and include multiple per-
spectives without favoring one
over the other. 

We will hold ourselves ac-
countable to common standards
of decency, treating our col-
leagues, news sources, and the
public with respect.  

We are committed to main-
taining our independence by
avoiding partnerships, invest-
ments or business relationships
that would compromise the in-
tegrity of our news reports.

EPA Today’s  Pol ic ies  & Principles

Photo courtesy of Alanna Stevenson
East Palo Alto police officers are shown kneeling with protesters during Black Lives Matter marches that
took place in East Palo Alto last spring over the murder of George Floyd in Minnesota.

Vote for Measure V
Dear Editor:.

This November third, East
Palo Alto residents will be vot-
ing for an important local ballot
measure that will help shape
the future of our community. 

East Palo Alto’s Measure V
will help fund affordable hous-
ing acquisition, redevelop-
ment, and rehabilitation, by
instituting a modest two per-
cent tax increase on out-of-
town guests staying in East
Palo Alto hotels and short-term
rentals of 30 days or less. 

During the foreclosure cri-
sis of the late 2000s, many
community members lost their
homes—a major source of
their wealth—and were forced
from our community. East Palo
Alto lost long-time families and
small businesses, destabiliz-
ing the community.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has hurtled us into a new age
of economic uncertainty. With
community members out of
work or losing income, the fate
of their homes and their place
in our community is up in the
air once again. 

This time, we have the op-
portunity to stabilize housing
and prevent some of the neg-
ative outcomes we saw during
the Great Recession. 

For example, the esti-
mated $390,000 Measure V
will yield annually will help ten-
ants to purchase, with assis-
tance from the City and local
non-profits, the house or apart-
ment building about to be sold
out from under them. 

Measure V focuses on pre-
serving existing housing for
EPA residents, and allowing
many the ability to remain
rooted in East Palo Alto. 

Preservation is key to pre-
venting displacement. Keep-
ing existing housing affordable
for EPA residents—returning
college graduates, our reen-
tering residents, and legacy
families—will give very valu-
able but exceedingly vulnera-
ble community members the
opportunity to stay here.

Measure V is fair. Our tax
on out-of-town guests has not
been raised since it was
adopted by voters in 1998–
more than twenty years ago!
We have yet to catch up with

neighboring cities. And we are
not the only city in the region
taking this approach. Three
other cities, including the City
of San Mateo’s Measure W,
would similarly raise their hotel
Transient Occupancy Tax by
two percent.

East Palo Alto’s five Council
members unanimously voted to
place Measure V on the ballot,
and the ballot measure has gar-
nered support from many com-
munity groups and leaders.

Now we’re calling on our
neighbors to make the vote that
demonstrates we ALL deserve
a place to call home. Let’s all
Vote Yes on Measure V!

Carlos Romero
Vice Mayor, East Palo Alto
EPAforV@gmail.com

Estimada editora:
Este 3 de noviembre, resi-

dentes de East Palo Alto
votarán por una medida ele-
toral que ayudará a formar el
futuro de nuestra comunidad.

La Medida V de East Palo
Alto ayudará a financiar la

continúa en la página 21
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Opinion
The ideas expressed on this page are solely the views of the individual authors who do not represent East Palo Alto Today’s board or staff

By Michael Uhila

Aloha, Moshi Moshi, Na-
maste, Talofa. Do you have a
language preference? You
want English to go, I'll give it to
you and a container to put it in.
How did the English Bible get
here? From Aramaic to He-
brew to Greek to Latin and
lastly we got the King James
version. Every English transla-
tion after the King James ver-
sion dilutes the meanings. We
started with water and now we
got diet coke. No disrespect to
the biblical scribers or the gen-
erations of readers, but look at
where we are now.

Today, some people think
that English is dying and
everyone isn't from England,
who speak English. At some

airports, there are signs in
Spanish, Tagalog, Viet-
namese, Mandarin, and braile
for the visually impaired. What
country is SFO in? 

One year at Heathrow, I
heard every language except
English. Really? Heathrow is
in England? English words
change. " Words are stupid
words are fun, words can have

you on the run" – taken from
Wordy Rappinghood by Tom
Tom Club.

The Bible called them lame
and today the same people
are physically challenged.
When a soldier was over-
whelmed during battle in World
War I and his brain couldn't
take it anymore, what he had
was called “shell shock.”
Today that's called Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder. The
dump is now a recology center
and secretaries are office
managers. What they call a lift
in England is an elevator in
America. No language is bet-
ter, just different.

After my mother suffered a
stroke, the part of her brain
that could access non-English
languages was not operative.

Language has physiology to it
because the brain says NO.
She can speak English slowly,
but every other language is
challenging. What Gwan, as
my Jamaican friends would
say. 

With political correctness,
English adds more syllables
and squeezes the life out of
words. The waitress is a server
and the computer is a server
too. Is English dying? License
plate numbers are clearer than
Sexy Sadie. Top Ramen in-
structions are more attainable
than proposition 13 and rout-
ing numbers get more atten-
tion than a dying derelict.
English classes divide people
from advanced to intermediate
to beginners. 

Does anyone care to read

about the life of F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Virginia Wolf or Ice-
berg Slim? No, I need English
so I can get a job! Everyones
got an opinion about English
and English class is closed
today. Do you judge a lan-
guage by its content or by its
context? Incomplete sen-
tences, informalities and in-
competence are popular. Time
to kill English with chocolate
karma (Sanskrit for action)

Remember the orator be-
came a Chatty Cathy. Re-
member when gay meant you
were happy and not homosex-
ual. Remember when racists
didn't care how educated you
are in front of their shotguns.
You could whistle Blue Bayou
or sing Just A Closer Walk

Michael Uhila

continued on page 21

Is the English language dying?

Why I led a protest march in East Palo Alto
By Alanna Stevenson

I did the protest because
mainly when the Ahmaud Ar-
berey story came out, it didn’t
sit right with me.  But we had
gotten justice by getting peo-
ple arrested so I thought
nothing else would happen
any time soon.  But the
George Floyd incident hap-
pened and I had to do some-
thing.  Another innocent
black man was killed.

After that I took action.  I
sent a flyer out before I
asked for permission (from
my parents) and the word
started to get out!  Then, I fig-
ured I needed to start plan-
ning the event.   I had to
meet with the police and city
staff/council along with com-
munity youth leaders who

supported me individually.
I thought that this was not

going to be a big turnout and
that people would doubt me
because I am 15 years old.
But there was a big turn out.  I
was happy that the program
went better than planned.  I
was excited when I saw the
congregation corming. I liked
all the speakers, they did a
good job and even better than
I could have thought.  Each
speaker made an impact. We
had youth, an elder in the com-
munity, youth allies, young

adults, a police officer,
community leader and
myself.   We spoke
about racial inequali-
ties, white privilege,
brutality, what we can
do to help each

other/mental health, and
my ask from our police

department.  And, it was
wrapped in prayer of peace. 

As I reflect  back on that
moment, I would keep every-
thing the same.  My commit-
ment is to continue to raise
awareness about Black Lives
Matter and start making a
change.  I hope to work with
the City Council to help their vi-
sion of starting a youth com-
mission.  I want to continue to
use my voice and platform to
raise awareness of cultural in-
clusion within the police and

maybe do something at my
school.

This was a great experi-
ence because I never saw the
community come together like
that.  Let's continue to come
together to use our voice by... 

●Registering to Vote:
https://registertovote.ca.gov

●Signing petitions:  Text
FLOYD to 55156 OR sign
the petition www.colo-
rofchange.org

●Learning  about un-
masking biased: www.un-
maskingthebiasphere.com 

●Supporting a local youth
organization to help youth,
like me, find their voices. 

Below is a list my favorite
organizations that have
helped me to use my voice:

●Boys and Girls Club
Peninsula - East Palo Alto

www.bgcp.org
●Black Student Union at

Menlo Atherton High School
www.facebook.com/mabsu13/

●Young Life in East Palo
Alto  www.younglife.org

●49er Academy High
School Program  www.49er-
sacademy.org

●Live in Peace www.livein-
peace.org 

●StreetCode www.street-
code.us 

●Youth United for Commu-
nity Action (YUCA)
www.youthunited.net 

Thank you to everyone in
the community who came out!
It was beautiful.  I love my
community

Alanna Stevenson is an
East Palo Alto resident, who is
a rising junior at Menlo Ather-
ton High School.

Alanna Stevenson

Speaker Nancy Pelosi

“During Hispanic Heritage
Month, our nation honors our
country’s vibrant, hard-work-
ing, entrepreneurial and pa-
triotic Latino community.
This year, we mark this occa-
sion as our nation confronts
a coronavirus pandemic that
has inflicted a disproportion-
ate and devasting impact on
communities of color, bring-
ing to light the health and
economic disparities faced
by many Latinos and Latinas
— with millions unemployed,
food-insecure or at risk of

being evicted from their
homes.

“Instead of joining De-
mocrats to lift up our Latino
community and all Ameri-
cans in need, the Trump Ad-
ministration continues to
double down on its hateful
anti-immigrant agenda.
From its barbaric family sep-
aration policy, its unconstitu-
tional sabotage of the
Census and its cruel ending
of DACA and Temporary Pro-
tected Status for nearly
400,000 immigrants from
Latin America and the
Caribbean, there is no limit to

the depths this Administra-
tion will go to to undermine
our immigrant communities.

“Our Latino community
has always been a central
part of our American story,
strengthening and enriching

our nation, and making
America more American.
This month and every month,
House Democrats are com-
mitted to lifting up our Latino
community and opposing the
Trump Administration’s cam-
paign of hatred and xeno-
phobia.  That is why we
stood strong to protect the
Census, protect immigrant
families at the border and
passed the American Dream
and Promise Act to provide
relief to our courageous
young Dreamers and hard-
working TPS and DED recip-
ients.  And unlike this

Administration, Democrats
continue to fight for our fellow
Americans who call Puerto
Rico home as they continue
to recover from devastating
hurricanes and earthquakes.
Democrats will never stop
fighting to honor our heritage
as a nation of immigrants as
we work to build a brighter
future for the Latino commu-
nity and for all Americans.”

Nancy Pelosi is Speaker
of the United States House of
Representatives and issued
the above statement in recog-
nition of Hispanic Heritage
Month.

Observing Hispanic Heritage Month

Speaker Nancy Pelosi
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Wishing trees in East Palo Alto hold hopes for the future
By Indira Selvakumaraswamy

For six weeks this
fall - from Septem-
ber 15 to October

31 - various locations in East
Palo Alto and Palo Alto will
host wishing trees. There are
four wishing trees set up lo-
cally in East Palo Alto- Jack
Farrell Park, University
Square Park, outside of the
parking lot of Ravenswood
Family Health Center and at
Bell Street Park.

What are Wishing
Trees?

The concept of wishing
trees is from ancient times.
Trees were used to manifest
wishes and this practice con-
tinues to this day, sometimes
in traditional ways, but other
times taking new forms. In
1996, Yoko Ono, experimen-

tal artist and wife of the late
musician John Lennon, set
up a project called the WISH
TREE (She in turn was in-
spired by the wishing trees
found in the temples of
Japan.). She set up a tree,
alongside which she placed
pens, tags, and a note invit-
ing visitors to write a wish for

peace and tie it to the tree.
Yoko Ono has invited oth-

ers around the world to join
her in sharing their own vi-
sions of a better world. In the
uniting spirit of this project,
the communities of East Palo
Alto and Palo Alto have es-
tablished wishing trees at
several local sites together.
All of the wishes that are
contributed during this proj-
ect will be gathered at the
end of October and sent to
the Imagine Peace Tower in
Reykjavík, Iceland, where
they will be added to the col-
lection of wishes from around
the world.

Partners from around
East Palo Alto have come to-
gether to host the Wishing
Trees in East Palo Alto, in-
cluding the City of East Palo
Alto, Canopy and like-

minded organizations and in-
dividuals that are working to-
wards a more just, equitable
and peaceful community.
The Peninsula Peace and
Justice Center (PPJC),Youth
United for Community Action
(YUCA), and EPA City Coun-
cilmember Lisa Gauthier
have also provided their sup-
port, along with other local
groups.

A map of the locations
and more information on the
Wishing Tree project in East
Palo Alto can be found at
canopy.org/wishing-trees .

Community members are
invited to come to the trees
to write down their wishes
and attach them to the trees,
as physical manifestations of
their hope for the wishes to
come true. Each of the wish-
ing trees has materials for

you to write your wishes
on. Wishes can also be shared
online on Facebook at face-
book.com/groups/wishingtrees
or through social media posts
that include the hashtag
#CommunityWishingTrees.

Trees are a universal
symbol of hope, life, and re-
silience.

They can establish in
mountainside crags with min-
imal soil or moisture, they
can grow to hundreds of feet
from humble seeds, and with
their crowns in the heavens
and roots beneath the earth,
they remind us of the bal-
ance needed between our
spiritual and physical lives.

We will be thrilled if you
can join us and be a part of
this project! Again, you can
get more information at
canopy.org/wishing-trees.

Bay area programs and organizations receive grants to fight COVID-19
By Taylor Leatherman

The Chan Zuckerberg Ini-
tiative (CZI) today an-
nounced $1.3 million in
grants to Bay Area programs
and organizations that are
providing critical health serv-
ices and addressing the
needs of individuals and
families facing increased
economic hardship due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
These grants include: 

Health Care and Direct
Services:

$500,000 to the Mission
Asset Fund for the San
Mateo County Immigrant Re-
lief Fund to support low-in-
come immigrant families
impacted by COVID-19 and
lockdowns, and who are inel-
igible for federal relief.

•$250,000 to the San

Francisco Latino Task Force
to support a "test to commu-
nity care"  model for testing,
and an aftercare community
wellness team that provides
direct services and support
for the Latinx community,
particularly residents who
test positive for COVID-19.

•$250,000 to the Rafiki
Coalition for Health & Well-
ness to support COVID-19
testing, tracing, and health
services for Black and
African American communi-
ties in San Francisco.

•$50,000 to Chinese Hos-
pital in San Francisco to sup-
port their leadership and
response to COVID-19 in the
community. 

•$50,000 to Silicon Valley
CoCommunity Foundation’s
COVID-19 Childcare Project,
which supports private child-

care
care providers who have lim-
ited financial means and do
not qualify for other relief
funding. Childcare providers
receive emergency grants
and technical assistance in
accessing federal and state
funds.

Educational Support and
Digital Access:

•$200,000 to Redwood
City School District to
strengthen remote learning
and help educators assess
progress and support stu-
dents throughout distance

learning. 
•More than 1350 WiFi

hotspots to the San Mateo
County Office of Education,
local school districts, and
schools, for student use for
the 2020-2021 academic
school year.

From culturally compe-
tent health services, to finan-
cial assistance and support,
these organizations and
community-led programs are
serving people disproportion-
ately impacted by the pan-
demic, including Black,
Latinx, and other communi-
ties of color.

“We sought input from
community leaders and or-
ganizations on where the
need was greatest and what
is required urgently to help
stabilize and support those
most impacted by the pan-

demic,” said Cristina Huezo,
Director of Community at
CZI. “We are grateful to
these organizations for their
frontline efforts to address
health disparities, provide
access to critical services for
individuals and families, and
bridge the digital divide for
students.”

This $1.3 million in addi-
tional funding follows an ini-
tial $5 million in grants to
support emergency relief ef-
forts in the Bay Area. To
date, CZI has committed
more than $65 million to fight
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Learn more at:
https://chanzuckerberg.com/
covid-19/.

Taylor (Moore) Leather-
man is the community com-
munications manager for the
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative.

How a student support program made a difference
By Ivan Temes

With all the challenges fac-
ing young students in East
Palo Alto this summer and
many families having to live to-
gether due to economic cir-
cumstances what were some
of the students who faced diffi-
cult circumstances regarding
how to participate in on-line
school courses supposed to
do?

Many parents were es-
sential workers and could not
be home to support their chil-
dren—on top of that often not
being knowledgeable in
needed areas of computer
support.    Young people
mostly did not have comput-

ers, some are not proficient in
English and others were in the
fourth grade with second
grade reading skills.

How could they keep up
with the children taking classes
in the Ravenswood District
and other areas?  Where was
the ‘miracle’ going to come
from?    Coming to the rescue
was St. Mark AME Zion
Church in East Palo Alto and
Pastor Deborah Lewis-Virges
and a cast of others primed to

be of service.
A devoted preacher and

powerful pastor in areas sup-
porting youth, prison reform
and homelessness she was
deeply concerned about the
fate of marginalized students
and was able to allocate two
large rooms and an outside
area at the church to create in-
novative educational programs
for youth ranging in age from
six to twelve.The Ravenswood
Educational Foundation
jumped in with some financial
assistance and food was pro-
vided through Ravenswood
and the Second Harvest Food
Bank.   Manzanita Works also
assisted with vital program
support.  In order to ensure the

quality of food the children
needed twice a day volunteers
sometimes purchased addi-
tionally needed food to ensure
ideal nutrition.      An initial four-
week full day program was es-
tablished and went so well that
a second eight-week session
was established, ensuring
three months of excellent edu-
cational assistance to youth in
many different circumstances.
There was no childcare as the
sessions were focused on ed-
ucation.

Ian Knighton, an educator
from Sacramento, was a key
factor in setting up the suc-
cessful program.   As he said,
“The children need positive so-
cial interactions and the church

is a vehicle.   Distance learning
is a whole new challenge for
everyone.”

The children were provided
with computers so they could
participate in the Zoom
classes from their school.
They often needed additional
support and this was provided
by community volunteers from
organizations including Project
WeHope, One East Palo Alto
and Live in Peace.   The teach-
ers were well-trained and pro-
vided a safety net for the
students.

While the church had
guidelines for discipline and
fellowship they were sensitive
to youth of varying religious

continued on page 20

Photo courtesy - Canopy
Wishes are shown attached to
a  tree on University Avenue.

Pastor Deborah Lewis-Virges tu-
tors a young child.



East Palo Alto Today                                                          Page 11 Spring-Fall 2020



Lifecycles
East Palo Alto Today                                                          Page 12 Spring - Fall 2020

A tribute to Bennie Mae Chilton on turning 99 
By Geramina Goodspeed

Bennie Mae Chilton was
born on May 26, 1921
into a large family; the

youngest of seven children,
she gained the nickname “Lit-
tle Sister” honestly. 

She was born in Marshall,
Texas during the Jim Crow
era, which was a system
where racial segregation dic-
tated most aspects of life for
all African American people.   

This included where they
could eat, work and live.
Though times were often diffi-
cult growing up in the South,
Bennie Mae never complained.

Her parents, Hayes and Eliz-
abeth Price raised her to show
an abundance of strength and
discipline. She understood the
importance of listening to her
parents and remained respect-
ful at all times.

She took pride in her duties,
whether it was working out-
side handling the livestock,
picking cotton, or simply doing

domestic work, such as cook-
ing, cleaning, and washing.   

Bennie has always put her
heart into everything she sets
out to do. At age fifteen, she met
her husband Hurbert Good-
speed. After marrying, they had
three handsome sons.  

In 1943, Bennie Mae and her
family moved to San Francisco,
California where she began
working at Learners clothing.
Her duties included putting attire
together  and displaying the
clothing on mannequins.  This

brought much business to the
store, as she was very talented. 

In 1964, Bennie Mae de-
cided to move to East Palo
Alto, California on Cooley Av-
enue, where she still resides
today. Soon after, she began
working for the County of San
Mateo for several years,
where she later retired.  

After retiring, Bennie Mae
would consistently travel to
Texas every year to visit her
family. Her goal was to keep
the connection between the
family strong, no matter the
distance.  

She loved going to church
every Sunday, gardening,
traveling and, occasionally,
visiting the casinos from time
to time.  Bennie Mae has al-
ways been a go-getter, hard
driven, independent woman,
who has never depended on
anyone to do anything for her. 

I believe Bennie Mae’s
longevity is due to her healthy
eating habits, to exercising, to
getting plenty of sleep, and

most of all, to putting all of her
faith in God. 

My grandmother is an ex-
tremely strong, loving, and
trustworthy soul.  Throughout
the years, she has provided
me with so much wisdom, ad-
vice, and even criticism.

The times I have shared
with her have been the ulti-
mate blessing. Bennie Mae
Chilton is an impeccable
woman, who loves all of her
family, unconditionally!

Since this is a cause for a
special celebration: Happy
99th birthday to the matriarch
of our family! 

We thank you for the im-
mense joy you have shared
with us over your 99 years.    
Wishing you many more years

of good health, overwhelming
happiness, amazing grace, and
perfect peace of mind. 

Your children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and
great-great-grandchildren love 
you so much!

Eternally,
Geramina Goodspeed

Bennie Mae Chilton gets a hug from
her granddaughter, Geramina Good-
speed.

Bennie Mae Chilton gets a big kiss from
DeRob Wright, her oldest grandson.

Standing in the middle, Bennie Mae Chilton is surrounded with love
by three of her granddaughters: Geramina Goodspeed, on the left
and Tischelle Goodspeed and Keley Goodspeed on the right.

Oh and by the way, Tax-Aid can help you file your tax
return. For free! More info at: tax-aid.org

Learn about all the ways
your 1 count matters the next 10 years

www.tax-aid.org/yes_you_count

POETIC VOICES

Welcome to Poetic Voices—a new feature offering by Poetess Kalamu
Chaché, the East Palo Alto Poet Laureate. She is curating this monthly
feature to primarily give voice to the people of the East Palo Alto and Belle
Haven community of Menlo Park in sharing their poetic expressions with
the world. If you would like to be considered for publication in the future,
please email her directly with your request to: kalamu_pro@hotmail.com.
We look forward to hearing from you. Thank you!

Celebrating Your Legacy

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
We are here to celebrate you
Because you did the things
You said that you would do.
You left us with a legacy
And a workable plan of action
That can still be used by all
Throughout the world, in every nation.

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
We still have so much work ahead
To help others understand the power of your words.
We still remember what you said.
We’re determined to carry forth your dream,
In all we try to do and say.
It’s the best way that we can demonstrate
Our respect and love for you today.

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
We are still celebrating your legacy
Because it serves as a foundation
For how life is to be lived by all of humanity.
You’ve left a great legacy for us.
We thank you for your vision and wisdom.
May we forever stand firm on
The principles of equality, justice, and freedom.

© Poetess Kalamu Chaché 2005 



Bobbie Jean King
Spencer was born
on October 27,

1933 in Camden, Arkansas
to the late James L. King and
Elizabeth King Caviness.
She was the fourth of six chil-
dren. Bobbie attended grade
school in Camden. She ac-
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ
as her savior at an early age
and she was baptized at the
St. Paul Baptist Church in
Camden. Bobbie was well
known for her love of music
and she sang in the Youth
Choir. One of her favorite

hymns was “Just a Closer
Walk with Thee”, and one of
her favorite passages of
scriptures was the 23rd
Psalm.

While attending Lincoln
High School she was a
cheerleader, and she gradu-
ated with honors as the salu-
tatorian in 1952. After
graduation from high school,
she enlisted in the United
States Navy. She served two
years activity duty. While in
the Navy, she meet a fellow
sailor, Curtis R. Spencer, and
they were married in 1954.
This union was blessed with
(7) children: six sons and
one daughter. As a Military
family, they relocated multi-
ple times throughout the
Country. So much so, that
each child was born in a dif-
ferent state of the country.
After her first husband retired
from the Navy, the family
eventually settled in East
Palo Alto, California.

Bobbie was a devoted
wife and mother. While living

in East Palo Alto, she joined
the Open Bible Baptist
Church under the leadership
of the late Rev. Edward But-
ler. While raising a family,
Bobbie worked a variety of
jobs, including “stay at home
mom.” Once her children
were old enough and re-
sponsible, she started work-
ing as a School Bus Driver.
In 1977, Bobbie starting
working for SamTrans as a
county bus driver. She
worked there for approxi-
mately 10 years before retir-
ing.

As an “empty nester,” she
relocated ultimately back
home to Camden, Arkansas.
She lived there until the
onset of the disease
Alzheimer’s. In 2008, Bobbie
moved back to East Palo Alto
where she lived with her
daughter and primary care
provider. She joined the Faith
Missionary Baptist Church
under the leadership of Rev.
Floyd J. Purdy, now pastored
by Rev. Robert L.

Cowan.She enjoyed partici-
pating in Bible Study, Sunday
School, Prayer Meetings and
the worship services.

Most people who knew
her would characterize her
as a strong willed and inde-
pendent woman. She would
often insist on things being
done a certain way- her way.
They would also say when
Bobbie gave you her word,
you could “take that to the
bank.” After a long battle with
Alzheimer’s and the other
health complications, Bobbie
was called home to be with
the Lord on May 30, 2020.

Bobbie is preceded in
death by her sisters: Katherine
Renix Cook, Shirley Brewster,
her only brother Charles Renix
and her daughter-in-law Jillian
Spencer.

She leaves to cherish her
memories her sisters: Gradie
Moore (Camden, Arkansas.),
Mary Langley (Arkadelphia,
Arkansas.); all her children:
Curtis R. Spencer, Jr.
(Tonyeil) of Parker, Colorado;

Alvin Spencer (Joyce) of
East Palo Alto, California;
Derrick Spencer of Magnolia,
Arkansas; Carlos Spencer
(Wanda) of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma; Sonja Spencer of
East Palo Alto, California;
Dwight Spencer of Hampton,
Virginia; Kyle Spencer of
East Palo Alto, California; her
(21) grandchildren: Agyemang
Spencer, Akilah Spencer
(Mark Riggs), Aisha Spencer,
Dulani Spencer (Lisa), Jason
Spencer (Keyana), Rebecca
Spencer, Carlos Andre
Spencer, Shuan Moore,
Keyana Spencer, David Dukes
(Roberta), Tyone Dukes,
George Dukes, Tara Dukes,
Niara Spencer, Kamilah
Spencer, Bakari Spencer,
Shakira Spencer; (14) great
grandchildren, and one more
on the way; (4) great-great
grandchildren; (1) goddaugh-
ter, Iris Henry, and a host of
nieces, nephews, relatives and
friends and additionally her
beloved Faith Church family.
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Broadband and equity for all now
By Glores- Flores-Garcia

The coronavirus pan-
demic has led to the
closing of schools and

businesses for several
months, exposing the deep
Digital Divide facing many of
our parents,  students in k-12
and those in community col-
leges.  El Concilio of San
Mateo County and Hagar
Services Coalition are part-
nering to close the Digital Di-
vide in San Mateo County by
asking local public and private
agencies to join us partner-
ship to help get the word out
to all so that eligible con-
stituents of this county can
have access to Affordable In-
ternet and Computer Offers.

All new partnerships will
join with the statewide non-
profit The California Emerg-
ing Technology Fund (CETF)
whose mission is to close the
“Digital Divide” in California,
particularly targeting the un-
derserved communities, so
that parents can be secure

that their children will not be
left behind.  The goal is to
provide affordable Internet
options that increase the
number of low-income
households with Internet
services at home.   Internet
access at home is critical to
achieving academic and eco-
nomic success and access
health and human related
services such as housing,
employment, trainings, food,
housing, health and other
basic resources.   

COVID-19 has exposed
and amplified the impact of
the Digital Divide as well as
overall systemic injustices.
We are focusing on a critical
need that grows larger every
day.  One in eight California

households are either not
connected or have only sub-
standard connections to
high-speed Internet at home.
This Digital Divide is inextri-
cably linked to the perni-
cious, persistent
Achievement Gap and its
twin -- the Opportunity Gap 

In addition, the nonprofit
student advocacy organiza-
tion Education Trust-West re-
ported in early April, after
school closings were in
place, that of 1,200 K-12 Cal-
ifornia parents surveyed:

•38% of low-income fam-
ilies and 29% of families of
color are concerned about
access to distance learning
because they don’t have a
reliable home Internet con-
nection.

•50% of low-income and
42% of families of color lack
sufficient devices at home to
access distance learning.

In San Mateo County, we
know in 2019 that the
Ravenswood City Elemen-
tary School had 86% of their

enrollment participated in the
Free Lunch Program.  If we
ever need more evidence of
the need for this service, we
certainly have it now to un-
derstand how critical it is to
make broadband infrastruc-
ture improvements and tech-
nology investments not only
for the wellbeing of our stu-
dents but all.  The COVID-19
health crisis, recent wildfires
and other disasters under-
score why every resident
must have a reliable home
Internet connection to:  com-
municate during emergen-
cies, access medical
professionals online, help
isolated populations stay
connected and drive eco-
nomic development activity
to save and create jobs.

Rose Jacobs Gibson, for-
mer San Mateo County Su-
pervisor and President/CEO
of Hagar Services Coalition
and Gloria Flores-Garcia, As-
sociate Executive Director of
El Concilio of San Mateo
County, are asking agencies

to strongly support this part-
nership to help ensure that
there is equal access to com-
puting devices and reliable,
affordable home Internet
across the board, so that all
can feel secure in knowing
that no one be left behind for
lack of either.

The California Emerging
Technology Fund has been
working with experienced
California education leaders
and are asking state legisla-
tors, commissioners of the
California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC) and 58
County Office of Education
superintendents to “strongly
support this and other bold
initiatives to help ensure
there is equity among all Cal-
ifornia households.

To find out how you can
partner in this effort, contact
us at (650)330-7442, ha-
garservicescoalition@gmail.
com or for more informa-
tion,visit www.cetfund.org,  

Eleventh hour save for California renters facing eviction 
By Sunita Sohrabji 

AB 3088, an emer-
gency bill to stave off
evictions for 4.3 mil-

lion California renters, was
passed at the 11th hour on
August 31 by the California
State Legislature. But Assem-
blyman David Chiu, chair of
the Housing and Community
Development Committee,
who headed up the effort to
get a bill passed before the
Legislature went into recess,
said the measure is a tempo-
rary fix to the long-standing
crisis of affordable housing in
the state.

“This is not the bill that I had
wanted to pass,” said Chiu at
a Sept. 2 briefing organized
by Ethnic Media Services.
Chiu had introduced AB 1436
in June, and said his original
bill offered much more signifi-
cant set of solutions for ten-
ants.

“There was much more that I
wanted in the final bill, much
more that I fought for at the ne-
gotiation table, and so much
more that is needed to protect
tenants. But the choice we were
faced with wasn’t between AB
3088 and a stronger version,
but between the bill that we just
passed versus nothing. The
consequences of doing nothing
are just too dire to compre-
hend,” said the Assemblyman,
who represents San Francisco.

Chiu noted that the eco-

nomic hit of the pandemic has
disproportionately impacted
people of color: three quarters
of those facing evictions are
Black or Latinx, he said.

“AB 3088 is an imperfect but
necessary solution to a colossal
problem, but it is not the ultimate
solution to covid-19 evictions,”
said Chiu, stating it was a tem-
porary fix until the Legislature
comes up with a more perma-
nent solution, and perhaps one
that includes a new White
House administration.

“Our hope is that in late Jan-
uary, we may have a new fed-
eral Administration that could
provide financial relief to
struggling landlords and ten-
ants,” he said, noting that the
Trump Administration has not
engaged with Congress on
the critical issue.

AB 3088 was signed into
law Aug. 31 by California Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom. The bill
protects tenants who faced
eviction beginning Sept. 2, the
day after the California Judi-

cial Council’s statewide mora-
torium on evictions expired.
The Council had stated it
would not renew the morato-
rium, leaving the state Legis-
lature scrambling to come up
with a solution before they
went into recess Aug. 31.

AB 1436 gave tenants a 12-
month grace period to pay
back rent which had accrued
during the emergency period.
Tenants could not be evicted
from their homes during that
period, which stretched out to
April of 2022.

The bill also protected small
landlords with four or fewer
units from being foreclosed
upon for a year. AB 1436
passed through the Senate
Judiciary committee Aug. 18
and then cleared the Senate
Appropriations committee two
days later.

But the California Apartment
Association — which vehe-
mently opposed the bill, say-
ing it would allow even those
who could pay their rent to
skip payments — negotiated
heavily with members of the
Senate and the Governor’s of-
fice, to get a more landlord-
friendly bill passed.

AB 3088 was introduced on
Aug. 28. The bill extends the
state’s eviction moratorium to
Jan. 31, 2021. Tenants must
sign a declaration under penalty
of perjury showing proof of eco-
nomic hardship related to
COVID-19. The declaration

must be signed before Oct. 5.
Chiu clarified at the briefing that
a tenant’s savings would not be
taken into account for determin-
ing hardship.

Tenants must also pay at least
25 percent of their rent during the
grace period which began Sept.
2. If a tenant is unable to come
up with 25 percent of their rent
for one month, they would still be
protected if — by Jan. 31, 2021
— they had managed to pay off
25 percent for all five months.

The remaining rent, plus
rent owed before the bill
passed, would be converted
into a civil liability. Landlords
can take their tenants to small
claims court beginning Feb. 1,
2021, but they cannot evict
them for past due rent.

The bill would also enact the
COVID-19 Small Landlord
and Homeowner Relief Act of
2020 which mandates that
mortgage servicers must work
with small landlords and prop-
erty owners to ward off fore-
closures.

A short while after Chiu’s
briefing with EMS, Newsom,
at his daily noon press brief-
ings, announced his “Housing
is Key” initiative, aimed at pro-
viding resources to renters
and landlords experiencing
economic hardship due to
COVID-19. The campaign will
be run by the Business, Con-
sumer Services and Housing
Agency and can be viewed at
www.housingiskey.com.

“Having a home is funda-
mental to all that we do,” said
BCSH Secretary Lourdes
Castro Ramírez, during the
governor’s press briefing.

The governor also updated
reporters on the status of Proj-
ect Roomkey, which provided
shelter to homeless people
during the pandemic. Thus far,
22,000 people have been
moved into 16,400 rooms at
344 hotels or motels, an-
nounced Newsom. 55 coun-
ties and three Native
American tribes have been
served.

The state has allocated
$1.25 billion in aid for hous-
ing in this year’s budget.
$600 million of that will be
given over to Project Home-
key, an initiative allowing the
state to purchase motels, ho-
tels, and similar structures to
convert them into permanent
housing.

“Shelters only solve sleep.
Housing provides stability,”

said Newsom, adding:
“COVID has allowed to cre-
ate a necessary manifest on
housing and self-sufficiency.”

One hundred thirty eight ap-
plications have already been
approved. The state expects
to buy up those properties by
the end of the year at market
or below market rates.
This article by Sunita

Sohrabji is reprinted from
Ethnic Media Services.

CA State Assemblymember 
David Chiu



Durante más de un
siglo, la mayoría
de las principales

fuentes de energía
provienen de combustibles
fósiles: carbón, petróleo y
gas natural. Una consecuen-
cia del uso de combustibles
fósiles para alimentar nues-
tras vidas diariamente, es
que producen emisiones de
gases de efecto invernadero.
Estos gases atrapan el calor,
evitan que el calor se escape
de la atmósfera y con-
tribuyen a las crecientes e in-
tensificadas realidades del
cambio climático. Los com-
bustibles fósiles son limita-
dos en nuestro mundo
natural, emiten dióxido de
carbono durante la com-
bustión, y requieren que-
maduras o extracción
extrema que dañan nuestro
ecosistema.

Se están realizando es-
fuerzos para cambiar la
forma en que consumimos y
producimos energía para re-
ducir las futuras emisiones

de efecto invernadero. Una
alternativa a la energía de
los combustibles fósiles es
invertir en la cosecha y el
uso de fuentes de energía
renovables. Hay alternativas
que no son combustibles
fósiles, estas alternativas
son más limpias y no conta-
minan el medio ambiente
porque se derivan de los re-
cursos naturales de auto-
reposición. Algunos ejemplos
de fuentes de energía renov-
ables incluyen solar, eólica,
agua y geotérmica.

La energía solar, por
ejemplo, es generada por el
sol y es capturada con pan-
eles solares. Las células de
silicio que se encuentran en
los paneles solares ab-
sorben y convierten la luz
solar en electricidad. Los
paneles solares se pueden
instalar en edificios residen-
ciales, lo que permite a los
propietarios e inquilinos par-
ticipar personalmente en la
transición a la energía limpia,
en edificios comerciales, lo-

cales del gobierno, y en
propiedades de servicios
públicos. Lo bueno es que el
sol y sus rayos solares están
activos durante todo el año.

La energía eólica es gen-
erada por los flujos de aire
que ocurren naturalmente en
la atmósfera. ¿Alguna vez
has estado afuera en un día
ventoso y te ha golpeado el
poderoso viento? Como un
ventilador, las turbinas eóli-
cas tienen cuchillas que son
golpeadas por la energía del
viento. Las cuchillas giran,
alimentando un generador
que luego genera electrici-
dad. Los campos eólicos,
como los que se ven en los
valles de California, se colo-
can para cosechar grandes
cantidades de energía
eólica.ge

La energía del agua, o
energía hidroeléctrica, cap-
tura el poder del agua. Con
estar enfrente a un río o ar-
royo que fluye o mirar las
olas del océano, se puede
ver que el agua está llena de
energía. La energía del agua
es capturada por el flujo de
agua, en la mayoría de los
casos en represas, girando
una rueda hidráulica o
turbina que está conectada a
un generador que produce
electricidad.

La energía geotérmica
utiliza un sistema para cap-
turar y extraer vapor y agua
caliente de debajo de la su-

perficie de la Tierra. Estas
plantas de energía se en-
cuentran más común en
áreas con aguas termales
naturales. Aunque la idea de
perforar bajo tierra puede
sonaralarmante, el calor nat-
ural se produce continua-
mente dentro de la Tierra.
Piense en un volcán en erup-
ción, que obtiene la energía
desde adentro de la Tierra.

El uso de fuentes de en-
ergía renovables para re-
ducir y eliminar la producción
futura de emisiones de
efecto invernadero nos
obliga a aprovechar las
fuentes de energía que la
naturaleza repone. Una
forma de ayudar en esta
transición es cambiar su
propia fuente primaria de en-
ergía de combustibles fósiles
a energías renovables. Para
la mayoría de los residentes
del condado de San Mateo,
ya se ha completado un
cambio a fuentes renovables
parciales: en 2016, los resi-
dentes del condado de San
Mateo se inscribieron au-
tomáticamente para recibir el
50 por ciento de energía
limpia y renovable en sus
hogares. Pero, ¿cómo
sucedió el cambio a las en-
ergías renovables parciales?

En 2002, en California, el
Proyecto de Ley 117 de la
Asamblea y el Proyecto de
Ley 790 del Senado permi-
tieron la formación de pro-

gramas Community Choice
Aggregation (CCA) o Com-
munity Choice Energy (CCE)
. Estos programas capacitan
a los gobiernos locales para
comprar energía de provee-
dores de energía alternativa
en nombre de sus resi-
dentes, empresas y cuentas
municipales. La participación
en estos programas es vol-
untaria, lo que permite a los
consumidores elegir el tipo
de energía que desean con-
sumir y apoyar. En California,
hay 21 CCAs en fun-
cionamiento, y siete solo en el
Área de la Bahía. En el con-
dado de San Mateo desde
2016, nuestro CCA local es
Peninsula Clean Energy.

Peninsula Clean Energy
proporciona a las ciudades,
pueblos y áreas no incorpo-
radas del condado de San
Mateo el control local sobre
su suministro de electricidad.
Peninsula Clean Energy
también es una agencia del
gobierno local, con una junta
comunitaria con represen-
tantes de cada área a la que
sirven. Además de propor-
cionar energía renovable
limpia a sus consumidores,
las ganancias de Peninsula
Clean Energ y se reinvierten
en las mismas comunidades.
Reinvierten a través de
nuevos proyectos y progra-
mas energéticos que re-
ducen aún más las
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Renewable Energy in San Mateo County: Why and How
By Iliana Nicholas

For over a century,
most of the major
sources of energy

have come from fossil
fuels—coal, petroleum, and
natural gas. A consequence
of using fossil fuels to power
our everyday lives is that
they produce greenhouse
gas emissions. These gases
trap heat, prevent warmth
from escaping from the
Earth’s atmosphere, and
contribute to the growing and
intensified climate change
realities of today. Fossil fuels
are limited in our natural
world, emit carbon dioxide
during combustion, and re-
quire burning or extreme ex-
traction that damages our
ecosystem.

Efforts are underway to
change how we consume
and produce energy to re-
duce future greenhouse
emissions. An alternative to
fossil fuel energy is to invest
in the harvesting and use of

renewable energy sources.
Unlike fossil fuels, these al-
ternatives are cleaner and
nonpolluting because they
are derived from natural self-
replenishing resources.
Some examples of renew-
able energy sources include
solar, wind, water, and geot-
hermal.

Solar energy, for exam-
ple, is generated by the sun
and is most commonly cap-
tured by solar panels. Silicon
cells found on solar panels
absorb and convert sunlight
into electricity. Solar panels
can be installed on residen-
tial buildings, allowing home-
owners and renters to

personally participate in the
transition to clean energy, on
commercial and local gov-
ernment buildings, and on
utility properties. Thankfully,
the sun and its sun rays are
active year-round.

Wind energy, or wind
power, is generated by air
flows that occur naturally in
the atmosphere. Have you
ever been outside on a windy
day and been struck by the
powerful wind? Similar to a
fan, wind turbines have
blades that are hit by the
wind’s energy. The blades
spin, powering a generator
that then creates electricity.
Wind farms, like those seen

in California valleys, are
placed to harvest great
amounts of wind energy.

Water energy, or hy-
dropower, captures the
power of water. All you have
to do is stand in front of a
flowing river or stream or
watch the ocean waves to
see that water is full of
power. Water energy is cap-
tured by flowing water, in
most cases in dams, turning
a waterwheel or turbine that
is attached to a generator
that produces electricity.

Geothermal energy uses
a piping system to capture
and extract steam and hot
water from underneath the
Earth’s surface. These power
plants are more commonly
found in areas with natural
hot springs. Although the
thought of drilling under-
ground might sound alarm-
ing, natural heat is
continuously produced inside
the Earth (think of erupting
volcanoes) and is captured
by monitoring when the tem-

perature is at its hottest
point.

Harvesting and using re-
newable energy sources to
reduce and eliminate future
production of greenhouse
emissions calls for us to tap
into the sources of energy
that are replenished by na-
ture. One way you can help
this transition is to switch
your own primary source of
energy from fossil fuels to re-
newables. For most resi-
dents of San Mateo County,
a switch to partial

￼renewable sources has
already been completed for
you: In 2016, San Mateo
County residents were auto-
matically enrolled to receive
50 percent renewable, clean
energy in their homes. But
how did the switch to partial
renewables happen?

In 2002, in California, As-
sembly Bill 117 and Senate
Bill 790 allowed for the for-
mation of Community Choice

Energía renovable en el Condado de San Mateo: Porque y cómo 

continued on page 18
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Renewable Energy                               continued from page 17

emisiones de gases de
efecto invernadero en las co-
munidades locales.

En 2019, Peninsula
Clean Energy ayudó a la
Ciudad de East Palo Alto a
redactar códigos para la con-
servación de energía para
nuevas construcciones.
Estos códigos para la con-
servación de energía son
adoptados por los municipios
para exigir que los nuevos
edificios residenciales y
comerciales incluyan dis-
eños y servicios de eficiencia
energética. En el mismo año,
Peninsula Clean Energy
lanzó su programa Drive
Forward Electric donde se
asociaron con Peninsula
Family Services , una orga-
nización sin fines de lucro,
para proporcionar a los par-
ticipantes hasta $4,000 para
la compra de un vehículo
eléctrico. Peninsula Clean
Energy también apoya y pa-
trocina eventos comunitarios
locales organizados por or-
ganizaciones comunitarias.
Hay muchos más programas
y proyectos en curso para
Peninsula Clean Energy ,
como la asociación con
SamTrans para electrificar
su flota de transporte y el de-
sarrollo de planes e in-
fraestructura con los
municipios para la colo-
cación de sistemas de en-

ergía de respaldo para de-
sastres naturales o interrup-
ciones.

Hoy, los residentes del
condado de San Mateo
están inscritos en Peninsula
Clean Energy y se benefi-
cian del 50 por ciento de en-
ergía renovable en sus
hogares. Entonces, ¿cómo
funciona eso? ¿Y es posible
recibir energía 100 por ciento
renovable?

El proveedor de servicios
públicos de nuestra regiónes
PG&E, y su infraestructura
entrega electricidad a nue-
stros edificios residenciales,
comerciales y operados por
la ciudad. En el pasado,
PG&E facturó a los resi-
dentes por la generación,

transmisión y distribución de
energía. Bajo una CCA como
Peninsula Clean Energy, los
costos de generación de en-
ergía renovable se pagan a
Peninsula Clean Energy. Los
costos de transmisión y dis-
tribución continúan pagán-
dose a PG&E porque PG&E
entrega la electricidad de la
red a su casa, mantiene las
líneas eléctricas, lee su me-
didor y le envía una sola fac-
tura. Esta explicación está
detallada y incluido en la fac-
tura que muestra precios
transparentes y energía más
limpia provista a tasas más
bajas.

Cambiar a una energía
100 por ciento limpia y ren-
ovable en su hogar es posi-

ble con Peninsula Clean En-
ergy . Los consumidores que
reciben 50 por ciento de en-
ergía renovable bajo
ECOplus, laopción automática
predeterminada,pueden ac-
tualizar su servicioa ECO100
para usar solo fuentes de en-
ergía renovables. En prome-
dio, el cambio en el costo de
energía para hacer el cam-
bio es de $4.25 adicionales
por mes.

Una forma de pensar en
cambiar al 100 por ciento de
energía limpia es que es una
inversión para reducir su
huella de carbono personal y
ayudar a cumplir los obje-
tivos colectivos locales y es-
tatales hacia un futuro libre
de gases de efecto inver-

nadero. 
Cuando reducimos el

consumo de combustibles
fósiles y las emisiones de
gases de efecto invernadero,
contribuimos a los impactos
positivos en nuestro clima.
Los consumidores de Penin-
sula Clean Energy ahorran
colectivamente un estimado
de $18 millones anuales en
sus facturas de servicios
públicos y evitan aproxi-
m a d a m e n t e 1 4 4 , 6 6 0
toneladas métricas de emi-
siones de carbono cada año,
el equivalente a eliminar
30,713 automóviles de la
carretera anualmente solo
con la transición al 100 por
ciento de energía limpia.

Para obtener ayuda para
cambiar a ECO100 o para
comprender su factura de
servicios públicos, co-
muníquese con su equipo
local de Peninsula Clean En-
ergy en  A cterra:Action for a
Healthy Planet mandando un
correo electrónico a crc@ac-
terra.org . Si está listo para
realizar la actualización, vis-
ite el sitio web de Peninsula
Clean Energy en
h t tps : / /www.pen insu la -
cleanenergy.com/opt-up/.

Iliana Nicholas, asoci-
ada de programa en Acterra:
Action for a Healthy Planet

Aggregation (CCA) or Com-
munity Choice Energy (CCE)
programs. These programs
empower local governments
to purchase power from al-
ternative energy suppliers on
behalf of their residents,
businesses, and municipal
accounts. Participation in
these programs is voluntary,
allowing consumers to
choose the kind of energy
they want to consume and
support. In California, there
are 21 CCAs in operation,
and seven in the Bay Area
alone. In San Mateo County
since 2016, our local CCA is
Peninsula Clean Energy.

Peninsula Clean Energy
provides San Mateo County’s
cities, towns, and unincorpo-
rated areas with local control
over their electricity supply.
Peninsula Clean Energy is
also a local government
agency, with a community
board with representatives
from each area they serve. In
addition to providing clean re-
newable energy to its con-
sumers, Peninsula Clean
Energy’s earnings are rein-
vested into the same commu-

nities. They reinvest through
new energy projects and pro-
grams that further reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in
local communities.

In 2019, Peninsula Clean
Energy helped the City of
East Palo Alto draft reach
codes for new construction.
Reach codes are building
energy codes that are
adopted by municipalities to
require new residential and
commercial buildings to in-
clude energy efficiency de-
signs and amenities. In the
same year, Peninsula Clean
Energy launched their Drive
Forward Electric program
where they partnered with
Peninsula Family Services, a
local nonprofit, to provide
participants with up to $4,000
toward the purchase of an
electric vehicle. Peninsula
Clean Energy also supports
and sponsors local commu-
nity events put on by com-
munity-based organizations.
There are many more pro-
grams and projects in the
pipeline for Peninsula Clean
Energy, such as partnering
with SamTrans to electrify

their transportation fleet and
the development of plans
and infrastructure with mu-
nicipalities for the placement
of backup power systems for
natural disasters or outages.

Today, residents in San
Mateo County are enrolled in
Peninsula Clean Energy and
benefit from 50 percent renew-
able energy in their homes.
So, how does that work? And
is it possible to receive 100
percent renewable energy?

Our region’s utility
provider is PG&E, and its in-
frastructure delivers electric-
ity to our residential,
commercial, and city-oper-
ated buildings. In the past,
PG&E billed residents for en-
ergy generation, transmis-
sion, and distribution. Under
a CCA like Peninsula Clean
Energy, generation costs for
renewable energy are paid to

Peninsula Clean Energy.
Transmission and distribu-
tion costs continue to be paid
to PG&E because PG&E de-
livers the electricity from the
grid to your house, maintains
the power lines, reads your
meter, and sends you a sin-
gle bill. This breakdown is in-
cluded in the bill showing
transparent pricing and
cleaner energy provided at
lower rates.

Making a switch to 100
percent clean, renewable en-
ergy power in your home is
possible with Peninsula
Clean Energy. Current con-
sumers who receive 50 per-
cent renewable energy under
ECOplus, the default auto-
matic option, can upgrade
their service to ECO100 in
order to use only renewable
energy sources. On average,
the change in energy cost to
make the switch is an addi-
tional $4.25 per month.

One way to think about
switching to 100 percent
clean energy is that it is an
investment in reducing your
personal carbon footprint
and helping meet local and

state collective goals toward
a greenhouse gas-free envi-
ronment. When we reduce
the consumption of fossil
fuels and lower greenhouse
gas emissions, we contribute
to positive impacts on our cli-
mate. Peninsula Clean En-
ergy consumers collectively
save an estimated $18 mil-
lion annually on their utility
bills and avoid an estimated
144,660 metric tons of car-
bon emissions each year —
the equivalent of removing
30,713 cars from the road
annually just by transitioning
to 100 percent clean energy.

For assistance on making
the switch to ECO100 or for
help understanding your util-
ity bill, contact your local
Peninsula Clean Energy out-
reach team at Acterra: Action
for a Healthy Planet at  
crc@acterra.org .   Addition-
ally, if ready to make the up-
grade now, please visit
Peninsula Clean Energy’s
website at   https://www.penin-
sulacleanenergy.com/opt-up/ 

Iliana Nicholas, Program
Associate at Acterra: Action
for a Healthy Planet

Energía renovable                                                 continúa de la página 17

When will we talk about Black fear

Photos courtesy of Acterra
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door businesses, service
workers returned to their po-
sitions working for restau-
rants, retailers, and other
socially-conducive busi-
nesses throughout July and
August.

The City of East Palo Alto
reports that 55% of their res-
idents are more likely to be
employed in service occupa-
tions compared to the 27% of
residents in the entirety of
the county. The report also
states that 45% of residents
earn lower incomes (in the
range of $15,000-25,000)
and 10.6% of residents live
without health insurance
compared to the 4.9% in the
rest of the county.

The large percentage of
the East Palo Alto population
involved in the service indus-
try needing to go back to
work correlates with the in-
crease in cases across the
city.

East Palo Alto includes a
percentage of immigrants
that is higher than the San
Mateo County average. Addi-
tionally, about one-third of
East Palo Alto residents
speak Spanish, with another

four percent who are fluent in
another language than Span-
ish, along with not being flu-
ent in English.

The lack of multilingual,
culturally-relevant medical
education and general avoid-
ance of healthcare in com-
munities of immigrants, who
may fear ramifications of im-
migration policy, have halted
any flattening of the curve.

Coronavirus testing takes
place in East Palo Alto on
Aug. 21, 8 a.m. to noon at
the Lewis and Joan Platt
YMCA's back entrance at
2160 Euclid Ave.

San Mateo County offi-
cials urge residents with non-
medical, non-emergency

questions about the coron-
avirus can call 211 or 800-
273-6222 at any time, day or
night. Those calling  from
landlines and cellular tele-
phones in San Mateo County
are can speak with a  211 op-
erators who can provide
translation services available
in 180 languages.

Jui Sarwate contributes
articles and reports of special
interest to East Palo Alto
Today. This article updates
her original one titled,
Youngest city in San Mateo
County hard hit by COVID -
19, which appeared on the
EPA Today website on Au-
gust 20, 2020

EPA hard hit  continued from page 1
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Renaissance helps local businesses
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Do you know who these masked people are? Call the Renaissance Entrepreneurship Center in
East Palo Alto and find out. Under the leadership of Timothy Russell, its program director and
Crystal Rasmussen, the program manager, the organization has helped local businesses survive
and get funding. Russell on the left shows the COVID-19 relief check that was awarded to De-
brah Turner from Above All Insurance. Rasmussen stands in the background as one of the or-
ganization’s counselors stands on the right.
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Community News Briefs continued from page 3

Alto Planning Commission.
Mendez  grew up in East
Palo Alto and studied within
the Ravenswood School Dis-
trict, 

He says that he plans on
putting residents’ interest be-
fore economic development
by funding affordable hous-
ing projects, changing traffic
conditions and providing
youth of the community with
more educational opportuni-
ties to improve unemploy-
ment rates and bring about
public safety.

The Ravenswood City
School District Board Can-
didates

The Ravenswood City
School Board also has seven
candidates, who are compet-
ing for the two seats on the
school district Board of Edu-
cation. 

Marielena Gaona-Men-
doza is the sole incumbent,
running for a second term.
She said that she is an advo-
cate for special education in
the district and she wants to
increase student attendance. 

Gaona-Mendoza also

plans on further improving
the technological aspect of
student education, and hopes
to incorporate parent involve-
ment to shorten education
gaps in the community.

Bronwyn Alexander was
a public school teacher at
Belle Haven in Menlo Park
for many years. Since she
disagreed with the way the
district is working, she de-
cided to run for school board.
She is against the Tinsley
program, and would like to
work towards improving
schools for kids in the com-
munity. She hopes to support
plans to improve student lit-
eracy skills and use the influ-
ence of the board to help
schools operate and improve
teacher stability.

Joel Rivera is a construc-
tion labor manager with ex-
perience in administrative
and district level work. He
said that he plans to focus on
the budgeting of school
funds to improve the educa-
tion that is offered and ado-
cates for students to attend
schools locally.

Mele K. Latu, a commu-
nity collaborations manager
for the Emerson Collective,
said that she has nonprofit
experience and is an advo-
cate for social change. 

Her focus is on behavioral
health, where she wishes to
execute a project to provide
Ravenswood City School
District students with sup-
port, which she believes will
help provide students with
the best opportunities to ac-
cess an education. 

Latu plans on strengthen-
ing the school board commu-
nity to improve school
curriculum.

Jenny Verghese Bloom
is a Ravenswood parent who
hopes to implement her own
personal experience to make
the community better. 

She currently works as a
college counselor and her
experience in education is
something she considers a
strength as she hopes to
positively change the
Ravenswood City School
District by making the class-
room environment better for
all students and by helping
parents stay informed.

Julian Alberto Garcia is
an educator, who ran unsuc-
cessfully for the school board
in the last election.

He said that he has cho-
sen to run again in the hope
that he will be able to con-
tinue with his plan to improve
the technical divide in the
community—something that
is even more apparent now
during the pandemic.   

Zeb Feldman is a senior
business representative at
CEMA Operating Engineers
Local 3, where he thinks his
role as a contract negotiator
gives him conflict resolution
and management skills and
financial experience.

He believes that his skills
could be useful to the
Ravenswood City School
Board by bringing positive
changes to the district’s
budgeting process, employ-
ees and community funding
gaps.

All of the above candidate
profiles were written by
Giselle Garcia.

Many thanks to the Palo
Alto Weekly for contributing
some of the featured candi-
date photos.

backgrounds and faith
groups.  Some had special
dietary needs.  The stu-
dents participated in Zoom
classes and also worked in
groups.  They often read to
each other as part of the
learning process.   The po-
lice and fire departments
both visited and were im-
pressed.       When I spoke
with brothers Naim and Isa-
iah they were excited to be
able to take three classes—
Spanish, English and Art—
and to be learning in both
the academic and creative
areas.

Personalizing the tutor-
ing was also a challenges
as a few students were two
years behind in reading lev-
els.  Support was also pro-
vided by church members
with experience in child-

hood development, behav-
ioral therapy, athletics, com-
puter technology and
culinary arts. Once a month
a Fun Friday program was
included in the agenda and
the kids loved it.

Breakfast and lunch,
preceded by a prayer, were
provided.    When I visited
the children were spaced
apart and eagerly lined up
for the lunch of chicken,
corn and vegetables being
cooked by Pastor Virges’
husband, Clyde, her partner
in life and the ministry.
They KNOW about chil-
dren, having three adult
sons, two daughters and
four grandchildren.

This shows that some-
one with a passion and
commitment, surrounded
by wonderful support per-

sonnel can truly make a dif-
ference in unique situations.
As Steph Curry, the great
Warriors basketball star
who himself has been in-
volved with East Palo Alto
youth said recently, ‘Our job
is to embrace the opportu-
nity and better the person
next to you.’

Pastor Virges and her
team certainly did that.
She added, “Small things
do really make a difference
and impact our children in
heartfelt and very real
ways.”

The 12-week session
was an educational life-
saver for these youth and
should have an impact on
their being up to speed with
others when school re-
sumes in the Fall.

Student support program     
continued from page 10
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Zeb Feldman

serve the president’s own politi-
cal ends.

Asked what should be done
to protect the right to vote before
November, Abrams praised Cali-
fornia and its officials as leaders
for setting the example of how to
encourage voter participation de-
spite the disruption caused by
the coronavirus.

Mail-in voting in California
made up a large portion of ballots
in recent election cycles. According
to statistics from the CA Secretary
of State’s office, over 8 million votes
were cast by mail in the 2016 pres-
idential race and in the 2018
midterm elections. In the midterms,
mail-in ballots accounted for 65%
of all votes made.

This June, Governor Gavin
Newsom signed a bill into law that
allowed universal mail-in ballots to
be sent to every registered voter.

Secretary of State Alex Padilla also
announced new efforts to inform
voters on how to vote safely in No-
vember.

Improving access to informa-
tion as Padilla’s office is working
to do is how Abrams believes
voter suppression efforts can
best be overcome nationwide.
She encouraged people to be-
come aware of voter suppres-
sion, to spread information about
it and to encourage others to be-
come active participants in their
elections.

“We have to tell them not to
be afraid of suppression, but to
be aware of it and angry about it.
And the best way to express your
anger is to overwhelm the sys-
tem with your participation.”

Nicholas Morgan contributes
articles and reports of special in-
terest to East Palo Alto Today

Julian Alberto Garcia

Uphold our democracy
continued from page 4
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adquisición, el desarrollo y la
rehabilitación de viviendas
asequibles. Aumentará un
moderado 2% al pago de im-
puesto de huéspedes de hote-
les o alquileres a corto plazo
de 30 días o menos. 

Durante la crisis bancaria a
finales de la década 2000, mu-
chos miembros de la comu-
nidad perdieron sus hogares,
una de las principales fuentes
de su riqueza, y se vieron
obligados a dejar nuestra co-
munidad. East Palo Alto perdió
familias y pequeñas empre-
sas, desestabilizando a la co-
munidad.

La pandemia de COVID-19
nos ha llevado a una nueva era
de incertidumbre económica,
porque muchos residentes han
perdido sus trabajos e ingresos.

Esta vez, tenemos la opor-
tunidad de estabilizar la vivienda
y prevenir algunos de los resul-
tados negativos que vimos du-
rante la Gran Recesión.

La cantidad estimada de $
390,000 que la Medida V
rendirá anualmente ayudaría a
que los inquilinos puedan
comprar, con la ayuda de la
Ciudad y organizaciones sin
fines de lucro, una casa o un
edificio de apartamentos que
esté a punto de venderse.

La Medida V se enfoca en
preservar las viviendas exis-
tentes y en permitir que nue-
stros vecinos sigan residiendo
in EPA. 

La preservación es clave
para prevenir el desplaza-
miento. Mantener las viviendas
a un precio asequible para los
residentes de East Palo Alto (in-
cluyendo a graduados universi-
tarios, personas anteriormente
encarceladas, y familias que ll-
evan mucho tiempo residiendo
aquí) brindará a valiosos pero
vulnerables miembros de la co-
munidad la oportunidad de
quedarse aquí.

La Medida V es justa. Nue-

stro impuesto no se ha elevado
desde que fue aprobado por los
votantes en 1998, ¡hace más de
veinte años! Hay que ponernos
al corriente con otras ciudades.
Y no somos la única ciudad de
la región que quiere aumentar
su impuesto hotelero: la Medida
W en San Mateo también está
adoptando un aumento de 2%. 

Los cinco miembros del
Consejo de East Palo Alto
votaron unánimemente a favor
de colocar la Medida V en la
boleta, y la medida ha
obtenido el amplio apoyo de
muchos grupos y líderes co-
munitarios.

Ahora estamos pidiendo a
nuestros vecinos que voten y
demuestren que TODOS
merecemos un hogar. ¡Vote-
mos sí por la propuesta V!

Carlos Romero
Vicealcalde, East Palo Alto
EPAforV@gmail.com

This show can be seen on Channel 30 on the Midpeninsula and
on the Internet at the days and times on Sundays@5 p.m., Mon-
days@2 p.m.,Tuesdays@8 p.m., Wednesdays@2 a.m., 11 a.m.
and 6 p.m., Thursdays@8 p.m., Fridays@3:00 a.m. and 12 p.m.
and Saturday at 10 a.m.  Talking with Henrietta also appears on
Channel 27 on Wednesdays  at 10:30 p.m.

Get more information about this show on the East Palo Al to
Today websi te at  

www.epatoday.org/tv.html#census2020anotherlook

La Medida V de East Palo Alto continua de la página 8
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donation as a personal contribution_____ or as a contribution on behalf of my organization ____ .
____$25  _____$50  _____$100  ____$250   _____$500   ______$1,000 _____$2,000

___$2001 to $5,000   ___$5,000 and above   ___In-kind _______________________

___Please check back with me about becoming a donor.
*The East Palo Alto Center for Community Media is a tax-exempt nonprofit corporation - CA # 20-1415500

Mail donations to: 
East Palo Alto Center for Community Media  PO Box 50274   East Palo Alto, 94303

Photo courtesy of Talking with Henrietta
From top left going clockwise, Ama Nyamekye, show host
Henrietta J. Burroughs, Marianna Yamamoto and immediately
below, An Le, Stephanie Kim, center and far left, David Tucker,
Stephanie Kim and An Lin are shown on the set of the Talking
with Henrietta show which was recorded via Zoom.

With Thee. English is not ex-
clusively spoken at Denny's.
Some writers get handed The
Elements of Style to sharpen
their writing. God knows I've
been trying, I spent thousands
of hours in libraries just to mo-
tivate myself to be a writer.
Today apropos the dying Eng-
lish language….

There's an argument that
says we're in America, so
speak English please. I beg to
differ, Americans. Location
doesn't matter anymore. No-
body around here understands
the English in the U.S. Consti-
tution unless they've mastered
constitutional law. The right to
free speech protects us from
not wanting to speak your Eng-
lish compared to Monty Python
English. You could have a girl-

friend and a wife on the side be-
cause English won't matter.

What's your political
agenda? Bernie Sanders can
plagiarize The Communist
Manifesto and make it sound
like American Girl Scout cook-
ies. Elizabeth Warren can
dress like a librarian, speak like
a sorority (from the Latin word
Sororita) sister and appeal to
the Harvard graduate. Joe
Biden could say, “I'm a Demo-
crat,” but he looks like he's sell-
ing tombstones for the Baby
Boomers. English anyone? I
hear Mandarin, Portuguese,
Samoan, Tongan, Spanish
and French more than English.
English, anyone? I had a man-
ager, who had a degree in
English from Stanford Univer-
sity and she could diagram a

sentence like a professional
editor, but she managed peo-
ple like an amateur welfare
case worker. What a waste of
space!

The court of law doesn't
even trust an eyewitness to a
deteriorating language. The
English language is inadmissi-
ble and maybe that's why Latin
is still used for nolo con-
tenderer. Too many deriva-
tives. The word Abbot is from
the Hebrew Abba which
means father. Molested is from
the Spanish word molestia,
which means to disturb. What
happens when English doesn't
communicate anything to you
anymore? Turn on your

Facebook page and do
this�? How about when you
feel like � ,but you still have to 

Maybe you can start the
preservation of the English lin-
guistics department at your
start up company. I find myself
speaking less to people on the
phone and texting more. My
conversations are shorter and
to the point, because I hate
people, but I love Lucy Liu.
Stupidity is so human that it's
beyond language.

Euphemisms and technical
talk overplay our earwaves.
Cc'd you, selfie my cheating
heart, like this and that or yada
yada yada is heard more than
kindly remove your mask you
degenerate peasant. Text your
Addy, or LOL at fabric softener
is common. English like thou
shalt not covet thy neighbor's
pianist sounds like a Jimmy
Swaggart sermon that nobody

requested. People say perfect
too much and not enough
please. Overused words like
great, greatest and greater
than have been used by Pres-
ident Trump like he's selling
America's greatest hits sound-
track. Take this language to be
your lawfully disposable scrap
mixer. 

Surprisingly, while English
is now more widely spoken
than any other language on
earth, some hold the theory
that English is dying and the
more complex we get as hu-
mans, the more a new lan-
guage will arise. Here we are.
So, in the future, with all of the
languages that one hears spo-
ken, is it plausible to ask, “Why
did English die?”

Is the English Language dying?                                                                            continued on page 9
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