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Public meeting discusses slain youth
It was standing room only
as concerned residents listened intently to the sketchy
details of the shooting on
Friday, December 22 of 16
year Maikeli Iongi.
Iongi, a member of East
Palo Alto’s Pacific Islander

community, was shot as he
allegedly fired at a police officer.
During the meeting which
was called by East Palo Alto
Police Chief Ron Davis, it
was disclosed that no East
Palo Alto police were

Celebrating
Victory

involved in the actual shooting of Iongi.
Chief Davis and his accompanying staff at the meeting
disclosed that there were two
police officers from Menlo
Park and a San Mateo
County Sheriff who were

involved in the shooting incident.
In addressing the audience,
who were predominantly
Pacific Islanders, Chief Davis
said, “While no East Palo Alto
police officers were involved,
it happened in our communi-

ty. So it falls under our jurisdiction.”
Davis said that a complete
investigation would take
place and the findings would
be given to the San Mateo
continued on page 10

Residents Receive $500,000

By Maria Delgado
EPA Today Contributor
"I feel so proud of all East Palo Alto. I
began working with PIA to create solutions to the violence that claimed my
cousin years ago," said Bunny Finley.
Finley, a member of the Seven Day
Adventist Church made this statement as
she addressed the crowd gathered at
Runnymede Gardens to celebrate the
victory of Measure C. The victory party
took place on December 13.
"We have finally taken a first step by
investing in our city's youth, and putting
resources into programs that will keep
them off the street." Measure C is a special parcel tax that will generate between
$1.3-$1.7 million dollars to reduce violence in EPA.
For the next 10 years, half the funds
collected will be allocated to improve
police services. The other half will be
overseen by an independent, community
based committee, which will award
grants to successful community and faith
based organizations. These organizations will have to provide violence prevention services like job training, parent
education, family counseling, after school
continued on page 12

DLA Piper lawyers Emily Maxwell and Mike Tracy hand a restitution check to Mae Threadgill as a repayment for
her losses in a mortgage scam.

By Henrietta J.
Burroughs
It was an offer of money
that sounded too good to
be true. The announce-

ment that was distributed
said that $500,000 in payments would be given to
area families. So, it might
have taken a lot of faith to
fight whatever skepticism
the residents had to actu-

ally believe that they were
going to get checks that
day. But at the end of several presentations by the
the lawyers who won the
lawsuit that resulted in the
windfall, checks ranging

Alarming Student Figures
By Leif Erickson
EPA Today contributor
The Sequoia Union High
School District recently
released data that showed
some alarming statistics. Of
the 475 students who
entered high school from the
Ravenswood feeder district
in 2002,only 27 percent
graduated.
Twenty percent of students

Patrick R. Gemma
Supt.Sequoia Union High
School District (SUHSD)

in that class dropped out

and 17 percent attended for
four years but failed to graduate. Overall, students who
did not graduate from
Sequoia district last June
were 65 percent Hispanic,
21 percent African American
and 12 percent Pacific
Islander.
The promise of AmeriCorps funding for a new support program for public high
school students from EPA

and Menlo Park has led to
unprecedented cooperation
among school districts and
community leaders. The
superintendents from both
Sequoia Union High School
District and Ravenswood
City School District and key
members of their staffs have
been meeting together,
along with leaders from comcontinued on page 2

from $600 to $43,000
were actually handed out.
East Palo Alto resident
Katherine Loudd received
one of the checks that
continued on page 10
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Student figures
munity organizations, since
last summer.
Community and district
leaders have joined the Built
to Last collaborative to
address high failure-to-graduate rates for Sequoia district high school students
who come from the
Ravenswood feeder district.
Sponsored by Menlo
College, the Built to Last initiative received an
AmeriCorps planning grant
from California Service
Corps.

With the grant, the stakeholder collaborative was
formed and led by Gail
Ortega of Menlo College,
who conducted a survey of
former students who should
have graduated in 2006.
The Sequoia district provided contact information for
the survey for the 475 students who entered the four
Sequoia district high schools
in 2002 from Ravenswood
district schools.
Over 100 former students
responded to the mail and
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continued from page 1
phone survey. The survey
demonstrated a critical need
for trained people to serve
as academic coaches to
tutor students.
Goro Mitchell, of the
Community Development
Institute, has led a more indepth student survey; the
results will be announced in
January.
Based on survey results,
the Built to Last collaborative
submitted a three-year grant
proposal to California Service Corps for Ameri-Corps

funding.
If funded the grant will
make it possible to hire and
train 40 half-time academic
coaches to support freshman
entering Sequoia district high
schools next fall from
Ravenswood district feeder
schools.
The 40 Americorps positions will be hired from the
local community and from
local college students.
Additional volunteers will
be recruited to support the
students and their families.

Built to Last leaders expect
grant approval news from
Sacramento in late December.
Leif Erickson is the
Executive Director of Youth
Community Services, which is
located in Palo Alto.
For information about a
video discussion of the student dropout figures and Built
to Last see EPA Today’s TV
section in this issue. Also see
the Letters to the Editor section on page 9.
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News Briefs - Community Headlines
Drivers Beware
The "Move Over Slow
Down” Bill became effective
January 1, 2007. Now there
is a new state
law that
requires drivers approaching a roadside
emergency scene to either
move over one lane to create a safety buffer for emergency crews or to slow
down if they can't move over
safely. Drivers who disobey
the law risk receiving a $50
ticket. The law, introduced
as SB 1610 by State
Senator Joe Simitian (DPalo Alto), was signed by
the Governor this past
September.

YUCA’s Latest Press
Conference

Attorney Bert Vega with his
client Froilan Chan-Liongc
Photo courtesy of Charisse
Domingo

In previous press conferences, the Youth United for
Community Action (YUCA)
always referred to workers
who were injured at Romic.
But this time, in its
December 19 press conference, YUCA activists intro-

duced Froilan ChanLiongco, a former Romic
emplyee, who said that he
suffered second and third
degree burns this past
March while working at
Romic.
Chan-Liongco was accompanied by his attorney Bert
Vega. Vega said that his
client had filed a formal
complaint against Romic
and were awaiting the company’s response before taking further action.
East Palo Alto City
Council members Ruben
Abrica and Peter Evans
made remarks in supporting
YUCA’s demand that Romic
leave East Palo Alto.
When asked if the increasing public pressure was
beginning to take its toll on
the company, Chris
Stampolis -- who is the
Director of Community
Education and Government
Relations for Romic -- said
that the increasing public
attention was causing Romic
to be “more communicative
with the community.”
Stampolis said that when
you have a strong inspection
system, you increase the
public’s trust.
“We ask that the inspections be done equitably,” he
said.
For additional input on the
press conference see
Gabriel Mena’s article the
Community Opinion section
on page 9 in this issue of
EPA Today.

OEPA’s Annual
Meeting

OEPA member Lorraine Holmes stands during the meeting
in holiday attire. Photo courtesy
of Art Lim

The rain could not stop
approximately 60 committed
residents from attending
OEPA’s annual membership
meeting December 9. The
attendees elected OEPA's
2007 board members.
Among the newly elected
members are Rashid Herd,
Angah Miessi, Bernardo
Huerta, Richard Tatum,
Kava Tulua and Barbara
Noparstak.
OEPA’s executive Director
Faye McNair Knox said,
“OEPA is the only local
group that can engage all
the different ethnic groups in
the community in a positive,
cooperative problem-solving
process.”

Running a Marathon

Kava Tulua

Kava Tulua, the new
Executive Director of the
Pacific Islander Community
Center (PICC), ran in the
34th Annual Honolulu Marathon to raise money for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society.
The marathon race took
place Sunday, December 10
and was approximately 26
miles long. When you see
Tulua, you can ask her how
long it took her to finish the
grueling course.

Teen Summit
Young East Palo Alto residents were invited to come
to the Four Seasons and
speak their minds during
the recent Community Teen
Summit & World Aids Youth
Day on December 2.
Not only did the teens who
attended speak their minds,
but they also heard a variety
of speakers discuss some of
the critical issues that young
people faced.
Eighteen year old Soni
Conley who sang the Black
National Anthem at the
event said she felt that what
the teens said had an
impact on the adults who
were present.
“I believe something will
be done - not as soon as
we’d like it to, but something will be done,” she said.
The event was organized
by Halim Mustafa, an East
Palo Alto businessman and
community advocate.
When asked why he chose
the Four Seasons for the

event, Mustafa replied, “The
Four Seasons is the best
venue that we have in the
community. It is a place
where we can come and be
comfortable. We had a quality, first class event in a
quality first class environment.
“We have to show our
young people other environments in which we operate,”
he said.
David Lewis, the founder
and director of Free at Last,
was a presenter at the
event. Lewis said that tying
the teen summit with World
Aids Day was a very good
move, given the growing
number of HIV infections in
minority communities.
Several other participants
said that they were glad to
see that representatives
from the East Palo Alto City
Council, the East Palo Alto
Police Department and the
Ravenswood City School
District attended the event.
Another Successful Event

Parents, children, volunteers
and staff enjoyed the joyful performances at the Bayshore
Christian Ministries’ (BCM)
Open House on December 7.

City, County & State Government Meetings & Contacts
East Palo Alto City
Council
The City of Council meets
the first and third Tuesday
of each month at 7:30 pm
in the Council Chambers,
East Palo Alto City Hall,
2415 University Avenue;
(650) 853-3100 or Fax:
(650) 853-3115. Website:
www.ci.east-palo-alto.ca.us
East Palo Alto
City Council Members
David E. Woods- Mayor
(650) 853-1907
Patricia Foster- Vice
Mayor
(650) 328-3944
Ruben Abrica
(650) 321-4001
A. Peter Evans (650) 321-1009
Donna Rutherford
(650) 327-7926

East Palo Alto
Boards, Commissions,
Committees
Planning Commission
Second and Fourth Monday
Rent Stabilization Board
Second and Fourth
Wednesday
Public Works &
Transportation Commission
First and Third Wednesday
Youth Advisory Committee
First Thursday of each month
Senior Advisory Committee
Meets the 1st Wednesday of
each month - 6:30p.m. - City
Hall.
Menlo Park City Council
The Menlo Park City Council
holds meetings every
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the
City Council Chambers located at 801 Laurel Street. You
can subscribe to receive the
agendas and minutes by email when they are pub-

lished. An agenda is posted
in advance of the weekly
meeting, and past agendas
and minutes are filed by the
date they were held. If you
have questions about an
agenda please call the City
Clerk at 650.330.6620.
Menlo Park
City Council Members
Kelly J. Fergusson -Mayor
(650) 327-4533
Andrew M. Cohen - Mayor
Pro Tem
(650)327-5332
John C. Boyle
(650)323-5438
Richard Kline
(650) 228-5166
Heyward Robinson
(650) 330-6631

Menlo Park
Boards, Commissions,
Committees
Arts Commission
Bicycle Commission
Environmental Quality
Commission
Housing Commission
Las Pulgas Committee
Library Commission
Parks and Recreation
Commission
Planning Commission
Transportation Commission
San Mateo County
Bd. of Supervisors
Supervisor Rose Jacobs
Gibson, Fourth District
The San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors meets
on February 7, 28
March 7, 14, 28, 2006 in the
County Government Center:
Hall of Justice & Records
400 County Center,
Redwood City, CA 94063.
Roll call at: 8a.m. 9a.m.

Regular & Consent Agenda
Items.
State Officials
Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
Fax: 916-445-4633
Email:
governor@governor.ca.gov
Assembly Member Ira
Ruskin
District Address
5050 El Camino Real
Ste.117
Los Altos, CA 94022
650 691-2121
Senator Joseph S.
Simitian
District Address
160 Town & Country Village
Palo Alto, CA 94301
(650) 688-6384
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Belle Haven Clinic Changes Hands
F
or some residents in
Menlo Park and East
Palo Alto, Wednesday,
December 13, became a
special day.
It was the day, the Belle
Haven Clinic, which is located next to the Onetta Harris
Community Center on
Terminal Avenue in Menlo
Park, became a part of the
Ravenswood Family Health
Center.
Formerly a part of the
San Mateo County system,
the Belle Haven Clinic is now
a satellite clinic of the
Ravenswood Family Health
Center, which is the only notfor-profit, federally-funded
community health center in
San Mateo.
Like the Ravenswood
Center, the Belle Haven
Clinic offers full scope primary medical care and prevention services to underserved and uninsured ethnic
minorities and low-income

families.
The clinic’s change of ownership, was sponsored by
the San Mateo County Board
of Supervisors. The current
Board includes Supervisors
Rose Jacobs Gibson, Jerry
Hill, Mark Church, Richard
Gordon and Adrienne Tissier.
The event also provided an
opportunity for those who
attended, to honor the work
of the Ravenswood Family
Clinic for its service to the
southern San Mateo County
community.
During the ceremony that
took place, presentations
were made by some of the
area’s prominent people in
the medical field:Nancy
Steiger, the CEO of the San
Mateo Medical Center;
Sheri Sager, who is in
Government Relations at the
Packard Children's' Hospital;
Margaret Taylor, former
Director of San Mateo
Medical Center Hospitals

and Clinics; Charlene Silva,
the Director of the San
Mateo County Public Health
Department and Luisa
Buada, the CEO Ravenswood Family Health Center.
Other guests included
physicians and supervisors
from Stanford and Palo Alto
Medical Foundation; David
Boesch, Menlo Park City
Manager; Kelly Fergusson,
Mayor of Menlo Park; and
Faye McNair-Knox from One
East Palo Alto.
Those attending the celebration learned that the Belle
Haven Clinic has an open
door policy, since it welcomes people in the neighborhood - from newborns to
seniors - who do not have
health insurance, or who are
unable to receive their health
care elsewhere.
The full range of services
offered includes care for
acute illness such as coughs
and colds, help with chronic

disease such as diabetes or
high blood pressure, family
planning, health screenings
and education, physicals,
and immunizations.
The clinic is open from
8.30 till 5 pm every day
(except Tuesday mornings) .
The Belle Haven Clinic is a
walk-in clinic where people
can go to get their blood
drawn or make an appointment before visiting.
A health care provider is
on site to see patients 20
hours a week: Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday afternoons, and
Wednesday mornings.
These part-time hours will
expand to full time, with
extra clinic hours planned
for the evenings and weekends.
According to Margaret
Allen who is the Lead
Clinician at the Belle Haven
Clinic, “The staff at Belle
Haven is committed to pro-

Caring for pets

viding the highest quality
care in a warm and professional manner. They understand that it can be difficult
to pay for prescriptions, or
expensive to miss work.
They will do their best to
help clients improve their
health by working with them
on projects such as better
diet, effective exercise programs, or just getting
enough sleep.”
Allen said, “Don't put off
going to the doctor! Your
neighborhood clinic is there
for you.”
For more information, call or
visit the new Belle Haven
Clinic which is now known as
the the Ravenswood Family
Health Center at Belle
Haven. The address is:
100 Terminal Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Tel: 650 321 0980

Hi, I’m Elsa.

during and after the holidays

By Scott Delucchi
EPA Today Contributor
For those of you who decorated for the holidays, we
ask that you consider your
pets. For example, know
those bright red plants, ubiquitous this time of the year -poinsettias? They're poisonous if ingested by pets.
Same with mistletoe. Keep
it hanging safely up above,
and never let your pets get
to it. Remember when your
first child began walking?
You likely baby-proofed your
home, checking for anything
that could hurt them. Well,
it's no different for pets.
They can be every bit as
curious and, very often,
more able to reach small
spaces and climb. This time

of the year, with holiday decorations around, it can be
especially challenging for pet
proofing.
If you still have your decorated tree, make sure to
keep the water stand covered. If your dog drinks out
of a toilet bowl, he sure as
heck won't be afraid to slurp
from your tree stand! The
pine-sap and water mixture
can make him very ill.
If there's a box of chocolates under the tree, guess
who'll find it first? Your dog's
nose is much better than
yours! And, as many people
know, dogs can't tolerate
chocolate, but, it doesn't
keep them from trying.
This time of year can be
dangerous for cats, too.
Make sure your tree and all

HOURS:
Monday-Thursday
Tuesday
Fridays
Saturdays

Hi, my name is Henri. I’m
available for adoption at the
Peninsula Humane Society.
indoor tall plants are secure
in their stands. Cats like to
climb. I think you see where
this is going.
Let's keep all of your
indoor trees and plants
upright this year! And next
holiday avoid tree tinsel, the
shimmery stuff that gives
your holiday tree the appearance of icicles, as it’s entic-

8:30 am 1:00 pm 8:30 am 8:30 am -

ing to some cats, who may
try to eat it. Once your decorations come down, make
sure to sweep or vacuum!
Those little ornament hooks
can be difficult to see, especially in carpeting.
Now, for those of you who
don't already have a pet, this
just might be the ideal time
to bring one into your family.
And, among the dogs and
cats currently awaiting new
homes here at PHS/SPCA
shelter, we have all sizes,
ages and breeds.
Timing, is everything,
right? As a humane society,
we tell people to consider
adopting a pet when they
have lots of free time to help
the new pet become adjusted.
If you’re thinking of getting

a pet, come in and see us.
We'll be open every day
from 11 am to 7 pm on
weekdays and 11 am to 6
pm on weekends. Please
make sure to arrive an hour
before closing in order to
complete an adoption.
Happy holidays!
Scott Delucchi is the
Senior Vice President of
Community Relations for the
Peninsula Humane Society
and SPCA. Email him at
delucchi@PeninsulaHumaneS
ociety.org

Hi, I’m joker.

ABIERTO:
7:00 pm Lunes - Jueves
7:00 pm
Martes
5:00 pm
Viernes
12:00 pm
Sabado

1798 Bay Road, East Palo Alto
(entre Clarke y Pulgas Avenue)

Servicios médicos a todas
las personas de cualquier edad; incluyendo...

Medical Care for all ages including …
•
•
•
•

Prenatal care and family planning
Chronic disease care
Immunization and school physicals
Dental care for uninsured at-risk adults

RFHC welcomes the uninsured as well as MediCal, Medicare, Healthy Families & Healthy Kids

Call for an appointment

•
•
•
•

Cuidado prenatal y planificación familiar
Tratamiento para las enfermedades crónicas
Examenes fisicos y vacunas
Cuidado Dental para Adultos con condiciones de alto riesgo

También aceptamos personas que no tienen seguro médico.
Aceptamos la Medi-Cal, Familias Sanas, Niños Saludables, Medicare

(650) 330-7400

Llaman a para hacer una cita

design * web * hosting *

2109 O’Toole Avenue, Suite Dr
San Jose,CA 95138
Telephone: 408 433 9794
Fax :
408 433 9393
E-mail: info@faultlineweb.com

