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News Briefs
able increases.

A vote was postponed
because lawyers for Page
Mill Properties argued that
they needed more time to
review Draft C and weigh in
on the options.

It is expected that a deci-
sion on Draft C will be made
by the Rent Stabilization on
June 18. A second reading
will be held on June 25
when changes can be made
and adopted. 

Do you want to launch or grow your Do you want to launch or grow your 
own small business?  own small business?  

We are a communityWe are a community--based nonprofit with based nonprofit with 
programs designed to help you start and manage programs designed to help you start and manage 

a sustainable businesses.  Call us today to learn a sustainable businesses.  Call us today to learn 
how we can help you!how we can help you!

¿¿Quiere Ud.Quiere Ud. iniciar o expandiriniciar o expandir su propio su propio 
negocio?negocio?

Somos una organización no lucrativa con 
programas diseñados para ayudarle a comenzar y 

manejar un negocio sostenible. ¡Llámenos hoy 
para ver como podemos ayudarlo!

(650) 321-2193
1395 Bay Road, East Palo Alto, CA 94303

An office of the 

Put my 30 years of experience in the local real

estate market to work for you.

Whether buying or selling, I can provide expert

professional counsel and help you achieve your

real estate goals.

Arn Cenedella
Coldwell Banker

650 566-5329

acenedella@cbnorcal.com

www.sfpeninsulareguru.com

Arn Cenedella

A dream come  true

It took 90 years to fulfill
the dream, which was
someone else’s dream. But
Dr. Henry Gates, Professor

of the Humanities at
Harvard and Director of the
W.E.B. DuBois Institute for
Afro-American Research
told his attentive listeners at
College Track how he

worked for nearly 30 years
to  get financial support to
fulfill the dream of the promi-
nent African American
scholar Dr. W.E.B. DuBois. 

At the beginning of the
1900’s, Dr. Du Bois dreamed
of  creating a comprehen-
sive encyclopedia which
would chronicle the achieve-
ments of those of African
heritage. 

Dr. Gates told his listeners,
during his visit to College
Track on May 29, that
Du Bois died, after having
received accolades from all
over the world. But, the
famed scholar was not able
to get the funding for the
encyclopedia he wanted to
write. 

Dr. Gates explained how
he and Harvard professor
Kwame Anthony Appiah
finally obtained the  two mil-
lion dollars needed to pro-
duce the work which was
completed on January 19,
1999 on Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s birthday. The
encyclopedia,which became
a CD-Rom with over 3,500
entries, was dedicated to Dr.
Du Bois and the South
African leader Nelson
Mandela.

In describing Dr. Gates.
Sharifa Wilson, the execu-

tive director of College Track
said,” As a prominent black
intellectual, Gates has
focused throughout his
career not only on his
research and teaching but
on building academic institu-
tions to study black culture.
Additionally, he has worked
to bring about social, educa-
tional, and intellectual
equality for black
Americans.”
For more information about

the Encyclopedia Africana,
go to:
http://www.africanaencyclo-
pedia.com/   Also see
http://www.oup.com/online/
africanamerican/

Breakfast of Champions
It was another successful

turnout for  JobTrain’s
(formerly known as OICW)
annual Breakfast of
Champions event. This year
marked the event’s twenty
fourth year.

Eight hundred people
attended the morning event
which was held at the Santa
Clara Hyatt Regency on
May 9.

San Mateo County
Supervisor Rose Jacobs
Gibson received the
agency’s role model of the
Year award.  

The event raised at least
$14,000 in pledges from
attendees.

Represent-atives for Page
Mill Properties say their
current increases are with-
in the law. 

At Wednesday's meeting,
a decision was made to
accept Draft C to the ordi-
nance which would,
according to Webster,
"force the city's landlords to
give data as to rents ten-
ants have been paying in
order to get base year
rents, which would deter-
mining the proper rent
increases and future allow-

Dr. Henry Louis GatesSome of the College Track
students who heard  Dr. Henry
Louis Gates.

San Mateo County Supervisor
Rose Jacobs Gibson with
JobTrain’s Executive Director
Sharon Williams
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from the passage of this
measure.  This measure is
intended to improve and

compliment existing budg

ets, NOT replace budget
dollars to be used on other
services

Dedicated revenue for
parks is crucial as parks and
recreation programs have

not been funded at an opti-
mal level for many years.  As
a non-mandated service,
they are one of the few
areas that can be and have
been cut during the budget
crises of the past few years
in every Peninsula city.  The
results are staffing reduc-
tions, reduced gardening

and landscaping services,
longer intervals between lit-
ter pick-up and bathroom
cleaning, deferred mainte-
nance, and removal or clo-
sure of facilities that need
repair or do not meet safety
standards.  Our parks and
communities deserve better,
and now is the time for us to

make an investment in our
parks and a better future.  

I hope you will join me in
voting YES on Measure O -
- Parks for the Future on
your ballot this June 3rd.
We have good parks here in
East Palo Alto.  With the
modest investment pro-

posed in this measure, we
can have even better parks
for all of us to enjoy.  

Rose Jacobs Gibson is a
member of the San Mateo
County Board of
Supervisors and a former
Mayor of the City of East
Palo Alto.

Keeping parks  continued from page 7

Despite having a rich agri-
cultural history of its own,
the people of East Palo Alto
have, for the most part, not
benefited from social move-
ments that have enabled
many communities to take
charge of their food system.
The food system of East
Palo Alto has lagged behind
in redevelopment efforts,
and initiatives to bring a
supermarket or other major
source of fresh fruits and
vegetables have not been
successful to date. 

For two decades, most res-
idents of East Palo Alto have
been forced to leave the city
to shop at full service gro-
cery stores or local farmers'
market.

Today, we must acknowl-
edge the fact that despite
the historical efforts of many
individuals, East Palo Alto
does not currently enjoy
access to a farmers' market,
community garden or super-
market. This lack of access
to high quality, healthy food
adds inconvenience, stress,
and even health risks to the
lives of many who live in
East Palo Alto. 

This reality contrasts
sharply with surrounding
communities that enjoy
access to some of the most
well-stocked food markets in
the Bay Area.

The food system in East
Palo Alto currently includes
many small markets, liquor

stores and restaurants.    
Some of these are minori-

ty-owned, while others, such
a s f a s t f o o d c h a i n s
McDonalds (East Palo Alto
has two franchises),Taco
Bell/Pizza Hut and Togos
a r e  o w n e d  b y  l a r g e  
corporations.    

The food available in these
establishments, if reviewed
by a dietician, health practi-
tioner, or local food activist,
may not be considered
healthy, fresh, good quality,
or affordable-depending on
which perspective one
hears.  

Children in East Palo Alto
suffer disproportionately
from a variety of acute
health issues related to
imbalanced diets and envi-
ronmental conditions.
Obesity is currently pandem-
ic among children in the
United States, and this
health issue is having a pro-
found impact upon the
majority of children in East
Palo Alto. Local organiza-
tions and health providers
have formed the EPA
Community Health Round-
table and EPA Get Fit
Collaborative to join forces
in combating health condi-
tions that are having delete-
rious impacts on the commu-
nity. Because many families
need to travel outside of the
community for high quality
nutritious food, choices
become limited, and families

are prone to relying on more
accessible fast food options. 

Shopping trips for healthy
food typically require people
to leave East Palo Alto. The
lack of nearby health food
stores and limited trans-
portation options lead many
residents to shop at small
stores located closer to their
homes. These establish-
ments, though more conven-
ient, generally offer fewer
healthy foods, are poorly
maintained, and charge
higher prices. Sending chil-
dren to shop in these stores
might mean that they will be
exposed to junk foods, bla-
tant advertising for alcohol
and cigarettes, pornography,
or other elements that many
families consider harmful to
their children. The smaller
grocery stores, convenience
stores, and gas station
"food-marts" commonly
patronized by inner-city res-
idents charge prices that are
10 percent or higher than
those found at large chain
supermarkets. Prices at the
corner stores and neighbor-
hood markets can be as
much as 49 percent higher
than those of supermarkets
for a limited selection of

canned and processed
foods, and very little (if any)
fresh meat and produce.

The question remains
whether community and
economic development in
East Palo Alto will include
empowerment strategies for
i n d i v i d u a l s , c o m m u n i t y
organizations, and small
business owners to bring
about systemic and structur-
al changes in the food sys-
tem. As more developers
and larger-scale business
enterprises move into the
East Palo Alto landscape,
local minority-owned busi-
ness owners may find it
increasingly difficult to sur-
vive. Additionally, local resi-
dents and activists may find
it harder to create conditions
of food self-reliance and
security or to develop their
own solutions for a healthi-
er food system. 

Local resident Lettecia
Rayson comments on the
recent closure of "a treas-
ured local restaurant that
has provided food to our
community for more than a
decade," El Galope.  Due to
the $80 billion dollar
University Palms redevelop-
ment joint project of the
Rockefeller Group
Development Corporation
(RGDC) and Palo Alto-
based developers Carrasco
& Byrd Development, sever-
al small local businesses in
the area have been forced to

relocate or shut down com-
pletely. Along with other
loyal local clientele, Rayson
believes it will be a shame if
El Galope and other estab-
lishments are not able to
benefit from the city's rede-
velopment efforts. She is
leading a city-wide collabo-
rative effort to bring a farm-
ers' market to the communi-
ty in Spring of 2008. Rayson
emphasizes that the whole
community needs to work
together on this: "I know that
C i t y C o u n c i l a n d t h e
Redevelopment Agency staff
care about the food security
needs of this city. We are
poised to work in collabora-
tion with any and all leaders
who seek partnership in cre-
ating food access solutions
that come from within the
community as well as from
external interests."

Many in the community are
watching the city's redevel-
opment process with hopes
that it will be effective in
helping to meet the many
needs prevalent in the com-
munity, and that increased
gentrification will not result
in further dividing the
diverse interests of stake-
holders in the community
into groups of winners and
losers.

Wolfram Alderson is the
executive director of Collective
Roots in East Palo Alto.  For
more information, see www.col-
lectiveroots.org

Gentrification continued from page 7

Questions and Answers

By Charles Askanas
East Palo Alto Contributor

This series of questions and
answers relate to our
impending recession.

Here we are possibly head-
ing into a recession.  The
main cause may be irre-
sponsible mortgage loans
made to people who can not
afford to pay them back.    

Other causes for our prob-
lems include climbing gas
prices and very high interest
rates on overdue loans. Our
government can throw $1.5
billion at the problem, but I

believe there are other solu-
tions that we are not pursu-
ing.  Why? Here my ques-
tions and my simple minded
answers:

Besides unscrupulous 
mortgage lenders getting
people into trouble, people
got themselves into trouble
by signing ARMS (adjustable
rate mortgages).  

When interest rates 
increased people, could not
afford the payments and
were tossed out of their
homes.  The lenders were
then stuck with empty
homes that they could not
sell that were going to seed
for lack of care.  The banks
then wrote off the mortgage

and took the loss.
Questions -- Why are the

ARM mortgage payments
not going down with sharply
decreasing interest rates?     

Wouldn’t it be to the
lenders interest to renegoti-
ate the mortgage payments;
thus, getting a revenue
stream, avoiding a write
down and having their prop-
erty well taken care.  Why
are the companies that
loaned money to people who
could not pay being prose-
cuted?

Answer -- The lower value
homes because of lower
income streams would
require some lowering of the
value on the books. It

appears that banks just want
out of the bad deals they
made despite the pain that
foreclosures cost the occu-
pants. Unscrupulous lenders
are not being prosecuted
because they are too influ-
ential and may hold off on
contributions they make to
election campaigns this
year.

Questions -- Why are oil
prices so high at this critical
time?  The oil companies are
enjoying record profits and
can afford to lower prices.
The oil suppliers can
increase production in order
to have more supply and
thus lower prices. Why are
they not pressured or

encouraged to do so?
Answer -- In the long term

we are better off with higher
oil prices which would lower
consumption and encourage
us to find alternate less pol-
luting sources.  Prices are
high because the adminis-
tration is filled with oil men
who do not believe in the
effects of climate change.

Question --  Why are cred-
it card companies allowed to
charge such high usurious
rates on delinquent pay-
ments.
Answer - The administration
does not care.

Charles Askanas is a
retired business man 

The US economy - Are we in a recession?

Wolfram Alderson with a child in
the garden at Collective Roots.
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designed to kill other
human beings as a way of
serving one’s country.

If we are to improve and
maintain the quality of life
for all, then we must find
other ways to get along
with each other and more
productive ways to serve
our country and our world.   

Much praise goes to the
volunteers who are working
daily in our free society to
improve the quality of life
and the level of freedom
and peace we experience
each day. 

year, Byrd sold his interests
to the San Francisco-based
TMG-MacFarlane Partners.
The project was later
renamed University Plaza,
and has an estimated value
of $80 million dollars.

According to Marie
McKenzie, who has been the
city's Project Manager for
University Plaza for the last
four years, the new complex
has "208,123 square feet of
Class A office and retail
space [which] is planned for
completion within the next
24 months."

In the meantime, business
owners like Gonzales and
Miranda have nowhere to
go, and no immediate
means of income. Gonzales,
a single mother herself, wor-
ries for the women she
employed at her taqueria.
"They needed their jobs to
feed their families," she said.

Some think the problem

Gonzales and Miranda face
is a combined one. First, the
cost to secure a lease in
East Palo Alto or Redwood
City has skyrocketed since
Gonzales and Miranda first
established themselves in
the neighborhood nearly 20
years ago.

According to McKenzie,
"these people were paying a
dollar per square foot. No
matter where they go, the
rent's going to be substan-

tially higher." She said the
average price per square
foot in the Bay Area is now
$350-$375. Even at the 30%
reduction of post-redevelop-
ment prices they would be
offered by TMG-MacFarlane
to return to University Plaza,
"they will still be looking at
triple the rent they were pre-
viously paying," she said.

For small family-run busi-
nesses, such dramatic rent
hikes pose a major problem.
Gonzales has searched for
months for an affordable
lease in the Bay Area. "I've
looked everywhere, and all
of them want $150,000 to
$200,000," she said.

Miranda pointed out that
the cost of re-establishing a
business goes far beyond
the relocating expenses and
higher rent prices. "We have
to worry about setting up
new plumbing, new electric-
ity, passing health inspec-

tions, passing safety inspec-
tions. It's all too much."

The two of them said that
the second aspect of the
problem was what they felt
was a lack of sufficient finan-
cial support from the city.
According to Gonzales and
Miranda, the money they
were offered is a mere drop
in the bucket compared to
what it would actually cost
them to relocate.

"First they tell me no more
than $20,000, but every-
where costs at least
$150,000," says Gonzales.
"So I ask for $70,000, half of
what I really need. And they
say no."

In the small room that was
once her popular neighbor-
hood taqueria, Gonzales
looked at the overturned
tables and chairs piled high
with kitchenware and indus-
trial-size equipment. "I'm
giving it all to Goodwill," she

said. "I can't sell anything.
It's really hard right now."

Miranda is very angry
about the way things have
been handled. "We've been
here for twenty years, and
now they treat us like trash."
she said. "We get a notice
telling us to get out and hand

Saying goodbye                                                 continued from page 1

continued on page 13

Director of Development,
Jim Thompson, has repeat-
edly said that the communi-
ty was not going to be dis-
placed, but his actions of
increasing the rent has
proved otherwise. 

On April 29th, YUCA (Youth
United for Community
Action), stood up for the
East Palo Alto residents and
organized a rally with ten-
ants to demand that the rent
be decreased.  

Marching from the Stanford
Apartments on East O'Keefe
to Westpark Apartments on
Woodland over a hundred

tenants and community
members chanted "3.2 is all
we'll do.  3.3 is not for me"
making reference to the
3.2% allowable increase
under the RSO.  

Tenants also chanted "El
pueblo unido jamas sera
vencido," which means "The
people united will never be
divided." At the rally, an evic-
tion notice was posted on
the West park office for Jim
Thompson to see and read.   

With lots of community
support we hope to expose
the issue and pressure Page
Mill to do the right thing.

The city of East Palo Alto
attempted to freeze the rents
for a six month period in
order to fully assess the situ-
ation. 

Page Mill Properties took
the city to court and the
court ruled that the urgency
ordinance that froze the
rents was illegal.  The city is
currently in court trying to
fully settle the matter. 

As community members
are pressed with the reality
of the increases though,
time is of the essence.
People are being displaced
and that is a

rea l i t y .YUCA,Pen insu la
Interfaith Action, Commu-
nity Legal Services, tenants,
and other community mem-
bers are working to ensure
that the residents are not
displaced and forced out of
their homes because of the
increase.  As long as tenants
are being displaced, the
efforts to combat the
increases will continue.

Francisco Preciado is a
member of Youth United for
Community Action (YUCA)
in East Palo Alto and is very
active in the organization’s
various efforts.

Rents spiraling up         continued from page 1

Code Inspector that
reviewed the property would
then issue a Certificate of
O c c u p a n c y / A p p r o v a l ,
vouching for the safety of the
unit.  

In the rush to meet
demand, however, many
property owners have rented
out units that have not been
certified and that, in fact, are
untenantable.  Tenants have
distinct rights with regards to
the issue of untenantable
dwellings.

What makes a unit
"untenantable" under the
law?  If a unit lacks any of
the following it is probably
untenantable:
"A Certificate of Occu-
pancy/Approval by Code
Inspector
"Effective waterproofing
"Plumbing facilities, includ-
ing hot and cold water
"Heating facilities, in good
working order
"Sufficient electrical lighting
"All areas free of accumula-

tion of filth, garbage,
rodents, vermin etc.

What duties and obliga-
tions does a tenant have
when moving into a possibly
illegal, untenantable dwel-
ling?  A tenant is not
required to repair pre-exist-
ing conditions or damage to
the unit, and ought to con-
sider/record all defects prior
to signing a lease so as to
prevent future responsibility
for the conditions and to pro-
tect his/her security deposit.  

The landlord is required to
make the rental unit avail-
able to the tenant on the first
day of the lease, with the
unit in compliance with all
habitability and tenantability
requirements.  

Additionally, a tenant is
responsible for the following
types of maintenance and
repair:
1.  Taking reasonable care of
the rental unit and any com-
mon areas.
2.  Maintaining a clean unit-

i.e. keeping premises as
clean and sanitary as the
premises permits.
3.  Any damage that occurs
as a result of tenant's own
negligent or intentional acts.
This includes the duty to
properly use gas, electrical,
and plumbing facilities.  This
also includes any destruc-
tion, damage, or defacement
that is done by you, your co-
tenants, children, or guests.
4.  Disposing of tenant's own
trash in clean and sanitary
manner.
5. Any structural damage
caused by tenant or any part
of building removed by ten-
ant.
6.  Any damage that occurs
as a result of improper use
of rooms (e.g. bedroom
used as kitchen).
7.  Noticing any defects and
reporting them to your land-
lord.

What are my options as a
tenant if I believe I am living
in an untenantable dwelling?

If a unit is untenantable, any
lease signed for it is void,
and any protections for ten-
ants included in the lease
are void.  Any attempts to
effect an eviction are unen-
forceable under the law.  

Landlords can be held
legally liable for renting out
an untenantable unit.  The
course of action you take
depends upon your inter-
ests, priorities and objec-
tives:
"  If you want to stay in your
rental unit, do not contact a
code inspector.  In this case,
you have two options.  You
can speak with or write a let-
ter to the landlord informing
him/her of the conditions
and that s/he may be legally
liable.  Request that repairs
are made in a timely fashion.  

Another option is to inform
the landlord of the liability
s/he faces and use that
information to negotiate for
lower rent. Emphasize that
lower rent will be better for

the landlord than paying
damages, fees, fines, and
potential prison time.
"   If you don't mind moving
but feel you should be com-
pensated, contact a code
inspector.  Request the
repairs or have the inspec-
tor request repairs on your
behalf.  If repairs are not
made within 35 days, pro-
ceed with a lawsuit, file fraud
charges, and request reloca-
tion costs.

Before exercising any
options, though, tenants
should seek legal advice to
clarify both their rights and
responsibilities under the
law.

Michelle Parris is a legal
assistant at the Community
Legal Services in East Palo
Alto.

The agency is located  at
2117B University Ave in East
Palo Alto.

The phone number is
(650) 326-6440.

Illegal Dwellings                                      continued from page 1

Photo by Christina Luce
Closed shops on University Ave.

Photo by Christina Luce

M a r i a M i r a n d a a n d
Guillerma Gonzales stand in
front of their closed shops.

Serving 
continued from page 6
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Belle Haven’s Third Quar ter Honor Roll Students

Commenting on BTLC's
progress so far, Ortega said,
"It's still early." He said the
pilot program at Menlo
Atherton high school, which
has been underway since the
start of the Spring semester, is
set to launch in August 2008,
along with developments at
Claremont, Sequoia,
Woodside and Redwood High
Schools.

However, Ortega said that
"it's not just the schools - it's
about the communities, the
families, the students them-
selves. It comes down to a
matter of belief."

A great hurdle facing the
program is what Ortega calls
"learned hopelessness."

"So many people feel
ashamed," he said. "They
believe they've been born into
this hopeless life, this hope-
less poverty and illiteracy.  I
say, forget the shame, let's
get about changing it!"

It seems  if anyone's cut out
for the job of convincing the
hundreds of supposedly
hopeless students who funnel

through from the Ravenswood
system every year, it's Ortega.
At Menlo College, he saw an

opportunity to begin showing
Garfield students something
better to believe in by creating
the Annual Garfield Charter
School College Day. 

Tapping into the college's
commitment to community
service learning, Ortega
enlisted the support of the
Student Government and the
Rotary Club to allow Garfield
students to meet Menlo
College students "to see that
they were no different -- that
this young guy or girl getting
their degree could easily be
them."

"Gail Ortega is one of the
treasures of the community,"
said Leif Erickson, Executive
Director of Youth Community
Service and founding member
of the BTLC Executive
Committee. 

"He has a prophetic capaci-
ty to call forth the better angel
in each of us, in ways that
enrich the community for all of
us - and particularly for our

sons and daughters. We can
help fulfill the promise of Built
to Last by encouraging our
neighbors to sign up to work
or to volunteer to support the
success of each of our stu-
dents in Sequoia District High
Schools."

"These kids have to take
responsibility for their own
education, and they need help
to do it," said Ortega. "They
need to see that it's possible
to get past the hopelessness
passed down to them."

Those interested in getting
more information about BTLC
can contact Ortega by phone
(650)330-2259 or email
gail.ortega@gmail.com.   

Information can also be
obtained at 

http://www.mysuzannegrego-
ry.com/test/builttolast.html, 
or at the Onetta Harris
Community Center at 100
Terminal Ave. in Menlo Park. 

Christina Luce is a local
writer and editor who covers
human interest stories.

Kindergarten:
Aaron Rhone, Andres
Garcia, Daniel Morales,
Giovanni Salermon, Harmit
Chahal, Jonathan Guzman,
Miguel Guillen, Antonio
Rangel, Diana Martinez,
Felix Lopez, Joanna
Oseguera, Laura Castillo,
Siaosi Langi, Melissa
Mendoza, Kaleigh McNally
Robbins, Giovanna
Hernandez; 
First grade:  
Andrew Williams, Jose Lara,
Sandra Meza Anaya, Wendy
Gomez, Fernando Ibarra,
Carlos Nunez, Arnoldo
Verduzco, Jr., Emali
Teputepu, Jackeline Miranda

Gonzalez, Emanuel Lara
Coronado, Giselle Garcia,
Whitney Ramos, Vicky
Tonga, Ahjenea White;  
Second grade: 
Rebeca Solares, Cristian
Vasquez, Maria Rodriguez,
Alexis Nunez, Marisela
Rosales, Sergio Valverde,
Christopher Moreno, Nateja
Hill, Karla Colocho, Cesar
Hernandez, 
Third grade: 
Lela Sau, Eunice Barrera,
Brenda Cachay, Marisela
Rosales, Sergio Valverde,
Christopher Moreno, Nateja
Hill, Karla Colocho, Adilene
Ricardo, Anysleydi Ramos,
Jesus Alyardo, Norma Capi,

Cristian Cisneros, Nolvin
Guerra, Christian Gurardado,
Jennifer Mancilla, Erik
Acevedo, Miguel Gomez,
Kristin Gutierrez, Eugene
Jennings, Juliana Parker,
Raven Powell, Christabel
Soria, Salvador Briseno,
Mahagony Camel, Bryana
Fields, Kennedy Jimenez,
Anamanu Langi;  
Fourth grade: 
Jose Arreola, Yesenis
Garnica, Ricky Guzman,
Ronelle Jones, Francisco
Diaz, Ana Zaragoza, Monica
Ochoa, Ariyauna Prater, Uriel
Lara;  
Fifth grade: David Campos,
Alex Mora, Lute Leaeetoa,

Foai Sau, Julissa Churape,
German Estrella, Nancy
Rivera;  
Sixth grade: 
Adrian Alvarez, Christina
Hunter, Alejandra Lopez,
Joel Reynada, Fidel Aguilar,
Rino Castro, Blanca Diaz,
Tony Filiai, Edgar Lira,
Yolanda Mendoza, A’Kiela
Moore, Kenia Najar, Jorge
Rodriguez, Amy Ayala,
Gurjeet Chahal, Giovanni
Hernandez, Erick Nunez,
Deisy Polvos, Ashley
Tuitupou, Ana Valverde,
Jesus Garnica, Freddy
Gonzales, Elizabeth
Acevedo, Jonathan Diaz,
Juan Gabriel, Yetzianetzy

Mendoza; 
Seventh grade: 
Mariela Baryins, Lloydel
Kelly, Tafalosa Uhatafe, Larry
Lloyd;   
Eighth grade: 
Victor Alvarez, Sonia
Barrera, Bryan Garcia,
Magaly Miranda, Edward
Mora, Jocelyn Padilla,
Annabell Ricardo, Edgardo
Molina, Jazmin Barriga,
Rafael Carbajal Sanchez,
Daniel Estrella, Lizbeth
Linares, Helen Moimoi,
Kassandra Morales, Martha
Paramo, Johnny Ramirez,
Nelly Sagrero, Kevin
Sandoval, Gladys Tovar

Saying goodbye   continued from page 12

over the keys. That's it."
The former beauty salon

owner said that she
appealed to the city repeat-
edly. "I went to them, they
tell me no, you get no more
than $16,000. I went to
Community Legal Services,
and they were no help. I
hired a lawyer, and he did
nothing. I keep trying, and I
hope they will give me
$30,000. I still have to pay
the lawyer."

For now, Miranda has set-
tled for a single chair in a
beauty salon at 395 4th
Avenue in Redwood City.
She says that so far, the only
thing the city has paid for is
a vehicle to remove her pos-
sessions from the property.

Miranda also points out
that some businesses are
faring better than others
from the relocation. "At first
everyone was together on
this. But then everyone split
apart somehow. They got

different treatment, different
deals," she says.

There did not appear to
be any signs of anguish at
the Brock & Mendoza
Taqueria.  Alfonso Mendoza,
Jr. is co-owner of the taque-
ria with Patrick Brock, a part-
ner of former University
Palms owner Owen Byrd.  

Alfonso Mendoza, Sr. did
not indicate that he had any
problems moving.

A few other businesses
managed to secure new
leases in the area, despite
the financial hardship it
entailed for some. The Metro
PCS store owned by Greg
James' family since 1954
moved  down University not
far from its previous loca-
tion.   

La Familia Clothing and
Electronics moved to a
smaller location at 1803 Bay
Road, and the Country Time
Market relocated to what
used to be the offices of the

City of East Palo Alto’s
Planning Division. The
store’s owner Sammy
Aquino said he had to pay
$100,000 to cover the
expenses related to his new
location.

Project Manager Marie
McKenzie said she recog-
nized the difficulties the for-
mer tenants and business
owners on the University
Plaza property faced. She
said that she experienced a
great deal of local opposition
to the project, but said that
the challenges that were

faced are a necessary step
in the city's improvement.

"Redevelopment is a good
thing. What's there right now
is a blight on the land.  It isn't
fit for habitation; it isn't fit for
retail. The buildings are haz-
ardous. It's just not a good
place for anyone to be."

Representatives for Byrd
D e v e l o p m e n t a n d
developers TMG MacFar-
lane did not return phone
calls for comment.

In response to statements
concerning the lack of fund-
ing for relocated business-
es, McKenzie replied that
the city has complied with
state laws "and even
exceeded their requirements
by up to 50%." She called
the city's relocation record
"highly successful."

McKenzie also worked on
the city’s IKEA and Four
Seasons developments.
She said that "in 2006, the
University Circle property

had the highest resale value
for any commercial property
per square footage in the
Bay Area."

Furthermore, McKenzie
said that in cases like IKEA,
at least 30% of the employ-
ees are required to be resi-
dents of East Palo Alto.
"Community benefit is
always written into every
relocation plan."

McKenzie hopes the resi-
dents of East Palo Alto will
see the positives where oth-
ers see a bleak situation.
"The purpose of redevelop-
ment is to get rid of blight on
the land, increase land
value, and bring economic
benefits to the community.
That's what we are doing,"
McKenzie said. 

Christina Luce is a local
writer and editor who covers
human interest stories.

Photo by Christina Luce
Guillerma Gonzales packs to
move out of her shop.

Ortega      continued from page 8

buildings, several lakes and
bridges, it has many poor and
rundown areas in need of
revitalization. This situation
makes for a place where a
man of color, who speaks with
integrity about a message of
hope, has a great chance of
winning.  

What amazed me was the
fact that there were very com-
petent young people running
Sen. Obama's ground cam-
paign. He had at least four dif-
ferent offices in the
Philadelphia metro area and
I doubt if any of the staffers in
those offices was over 30.
Still, they worked long nights
and early days to make sure
we volunteers had packets,
materials and phones to
encourage folks to vote for
Sen. Obama.  

My strongest memory is
hearing and seeing Barack in
person as he spoke to 35,000
people on the Friday before
the Pennsylvania election in
front of Independence Hall.
My job as a volunteer was to
insure that people with dis-
abilities were able to pass

through the crowd safely.
With this assignment, I was
unable to rush forward to try
and shake his hand.  But, I tell
you that everyone was there;
no single race or age was
missing from the crowd. 

Phoebe and John were
absolutely great hosts and did
so much to remind me of why
Obama is so needed right
now.  Phoebe told us of her
family's history. She is a
Quaker like her early family
members who provided sanc-
tuary to runaway slaves in the
Underground Railroad in the
1800's.  So, keeping true to
that tradition, this middle-
aged white couple housed our
diverse group of volunteers
united in our cause to nomi-
nate and eventually elect our
nation's first black president
Barack Obama.

Democracy is still within our
grasp and when we act, we
can still make great positive
change.  That is the lesson I
learned in Philly while work-
ing for Obama.

Stewart Hyland is an East
Palo Alto resident, a longtime
community advocate and the
former OEPA Safe Program
Director.

Obama 
continued from page 5
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Estas redadas deberían
preocuparnos a todos,
inmigrantes y ciudadanos
debido a las violaciones
flagrantes de las
protecciones garantizadas a
TODA la gente bajo la 4ta y
5ta Enmiendas de la
Constitución de los E. U. sin
importar el estatus.

En los casos más
abrumadores, ciudadanos
americanos hijos de padres
indocumentados han sido
mantenidos en custodia,
oficiales de ICE han entrado
a casas sin ordenes de
cateo o sin permiso; o a los
detenidos se le han negado
información básica
relacionada con sus
derechos o dado
información engañosa
acerca de la identidad  de
los oficiales de 
ICE.

En marzo del 2007, el
Concejo de la Ciudad de
East Palo Alto
unánimemente aprobó una
ordenanza definiendo los
modos aceptables para que
ICE conduzca sus labores
oficiales sin que
desconozcan la buena
relación que nuestra policía
de la ciudad tiene con el
publico.  ICE ignora nuestra
ley local cuando los
agentes federales de ICE
engañan a las victimas de
las redadas haciéndolas

creer que son realmente
oficiales de autoridades
locales y se identifican a si
mismos como “la policía.” 

Nosotros tenemos una
comunidad inmigrante
grande que necesita saber
que pueden llamar a la
policía tranquilamente y
reportar crímenes en su
contra o en contra de
nuestros vecinos; no es en
nuestro interés tener a
gobierno federal
interrumpiendo la seguridad
y crecimiento de nuestra
comunidad.

Servicios Legales
Comunitarios en East Palo
Alto (CLSEPA) y el Centro
de Recursos Legales Para
Inmigrantes (ILRC) están
preocupados por el impacto
negativo de las redadas de
ICE sobre nuestra
comunidad, incluyendo
ejemplos de conductas
abrumadores en el curso de
una redada o batida.

Las victimas de las
redadas en los condados de
San Mateo y Santa Clara,
que han sujetas a conductas
abrumadoras de ICE
durante el curso de una
redada o detención, ahora
tienen acceso a un panel de
abogados voluntarios que
representan a victimas en
peticiones de supresión
(una petición de supresión
es usada para excluir

evidencia ilegalmente
obtenida – argumentado
violaciones a la 4ta y 5ta
Enmiendas.)  Las victimas
de las redadas, sin importar
el estatus migratorio,
podrían ya saber acera de
una demanda colectiva que
pudiera presentarse en
contra de ICE – por un grupo
coordinado de victimas –
quienes levantaran sus
voces en la corte si los
agentes federales continúan
ignorando los derechos
constitucionales a lo largo
del Área de la Bahía.  

Un primer paso necesario
para proteger a la gente es
educación comunitaria.
CLSEPA, junto con ILRC,
e s t a h a c i e n d o
presentaciones legales para
educar al publico acerca de
todos sus derechos
constitucionales y como los
miembros de la
c o m u n i d a d p u e d e n
protegerse a si mismos si
son confrontados por
oficiales de ICE. Estamos
proveyendo al público con
miles de tarjetas rojas
laminadas de “derecho a
guardar silencio”. 

Que incluye un número de
asistencia al cual cualquier
persona puede llamar  en
caso de una redada.
Aquellos que llama a la línea
de emergencia se les
provee con varios fuentes

de ayuda, incluyendo
información y remisiones.  Si
usted quiere una
presentación para su grupo
de interés, religioso, o
cualquier otro grupo, por
favor llame a CLSEPA al
número 650-326-6440 para
programar una
presentación. 

Aquí hay algunos consejos
para las personas que se
vean confrontadas por
oficiales de inmigración /
oficiales de ICE,
independientemente de su
estatus legal:

Si esta arrestado o
simplemente cuestionado,
debe exigir su derecho a
permanecer en silencio. Si
habla, solo diga su nombre y
exija su derecho a un
abogado.

No mienta, no de
documentos falsos, y no de
información sobre su
estatus legal ni su país de
origen. Diciendo mentiras le
puede dañar mucho más
que si se permanece en
silencio.     

Permanezca el silencio.
Si un oficial de inmigración
llega a su hogar, no abra la
puerta. A través de la puerta
puede pedir ver una orden
de cateo, firmada por un
juez. Pídale al oficial que
deslice el documento por
debajo de la puerta. Si la
orden no le da al oficial

permiso entrar a su hogar o
si no entiende la orden de
cateo porque esta escrita en
ingles, no abra la puerta. Si
no sabe que hacer,
permanezca en silencio.

Si un oficial de inmigración
le para en la calle, no revele
su estatus migratorio o país
de origen. Es mas seguro
permanecer en silencio.

No firme ningún
documento sin hablar con
un abogado.
Desarrolle un plan de
seguridad. Haga un plan con
sus compañeros de trabajo,
miembros de su familia y
sus vecinos en caso que
alguien sea detenido o si
agentes de ICE se
presentan. 

Haga arreglos para el
cuidado de sus niños o
ancianos familiares en caso
que haya una detención. Si
ICE le detiene, es posible
que no le den tiempo de
hacer los necesarios
arreglos de sus seres
queridos.

Si tiene acceso a un
teléfono durante una redada
de ICE, llame a la Línea de
Asistencia de United Way al
415-543-6767. Si no tiene
acceso a un teléfono,
guarde silencio y no
responda preguntas.

Viviendas Untenantables
continued from page 1

AYUDA Gratis
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Highlights of local shows at the Media Center

Milton McLaurin, Henrietta J. Burroughs and Arn
Cenedella

“The Housing Market - Bust
or Rebounding” is the subject
of the current edition of
Talking with Henrietta. This
show can be seen on Fridays
@ noon, Saturdays @1:30
p.m., Sundays @ 5 p.m.,
Mondays @8 a.m. and
Thursdays @ 8 p.m. on
Channel 27, which airs local-
ly. It will run through June 14.
It can also be seen on the
web at the above days and
times at:  
www.communitymediacenter.net.

Talking with Henrietta

Community Calendar
Beginning June 1 - Every
Sunday - Farmer’s Market
3 pm - 6 pm in East Palo
Alto, held at St. Francis of
Assisi Church 1425 Bay
Road. 

June 3. Election Day. Vote
for your U.S. Representa-
tive, legislators for the State
Senate andState  Assembly,
County Board of Supervi-
ors, Superior State Judge,
state propositions and local
measures. 

Saturday, June 7 from 11
a.m. - 12 noon.  Menlo Park
Library presents: See for
Yourself: Living with Low
Vision, with Drs. Curtis

Keswick and Linda Yee The
program will cover common
eye problems in older
adults such as glaucoma,
diabetes, cataracts, and
macular degeneration.  

Drs. Keswick and Yee will
discuss the latest  treat-
ments for these conditions.
and show examples of low
vision devices such as
magnifiers and telescopes
which help to maximize
one's residual vision.
.  For more information
about library events and
services, access the 
library's home page at
www.menloparklibrary.org.
Menlo Park Library, 800
Alma Street, Menlo Park.

Thursday, June 12 from
5 pm -  8 pm. Happy Hour
for Professionals for
Community Health at Bistro
412 located at 412
Emerson Street in Palo
Alto. 

This is a fundraiser to
benefit the Ravenswood
Family Health Center. For
more information, contact
Katie Merk at the Center at
(650) 617-7828 

Saturday, June 14. 2008
Juneteenth Festivities.
Parade starts  from Bell
Street Park, located at Bell
St. and University Avenue
at 10 a.m.. The parade
goes down University Ave.

into Costano School, locat-
ed at 2695 Fordham Street
in East Palo Alto. Additional
festivities will take place at
Costano on Sunday, June
15. Registration deadline
for parade - Saturday, June
7. For more information,
contact Lois Johnson, coor-
dinator (415)375-1823.

June Beat Meeting
Schedule

Beat One
Date:Thurs., June 26, 2008
Time: 6:30 pm - 8 pm
Location: YMCA
(550 Bell Street)

Beat Two
Date: Thurs., June 5, 2008
Time: 6:30 pm - 8 pm
Location: Ecumenical
Hunger Program
(2411 Pulgas Ave in EPA)

Beat Three
Date: Thurs., June 19, 2008
Time: 6:30 pm - 8 pm
Location: Palo Mobile
Estates
(1855 E. Bayshore Road)

Beat Four
Date: Thurs., June 16, 2008
Time: 6:30 pm - 8 pm
Location: Community Room
at City Hall
(2415 University Avenue)

By Mary Flamer
EPA Today Contributor

There are three (3) com-
ponents to the Community
Shuttle Program; they are:
Community/Caltrain Shuttle

provides transportation for
East Palo Alto residents in
the morning to Palo Alto
Caltrain Station. 

There are two shuttles in
operation between the hours
of 5:10 a.m. and 9:07 a.m.
There is a 30-minute lag-
time between the first shuttle
and the second shuttle.  The
shuttles are in operation
Monday-Friday, with the
exception of recognized hol-
idays.

In the afternoon the two
shuttles begin the route to
return residents from the
Palo Alto Caltrain Station at

4:20 p.m. to 7:41 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, except rec-
ognized holidays.

A Late Night Shuttle begins
operating from Palo Alto
Caltrain Station to East Palo
Alto at 11:10 p.m. to1:52
a.m., Monday-Friday, with
the exception of recognized
holidays.

Week-end Shuttle Runs on
Saturdays and Sundays.
The time for the Week-end
begins an hour later in the
day than the weekday shut-
tle, but the route is the same.

There is only one shuttle
running on the week-end.
The route is from East Palo
Alto to Palo Alto Caltrain
Station, and back to East
Palo Alto.  

Shopper Shuttle provides
transportation options in the
middle of the day for

residents in need of keeping
medical appointments and to
shop outside of East Palo
Alto.  This shuttle operates
Monday -Friday, but it has
three different medical/shop-
ping centers in the service
areas.             
Monday-Friday the Shop-

per Shuttle begins route at
Saratoga Avenue and
Newbridge Street at 10:00
a.m.  The Shopper Shuttle
follows the same schedule
on each day until 10:45.  

Mondays and Thursdays
the Shopper Shuttle goes
into Palo Alto to Palo Alto
Medical Foundation Clinic,
and out to Stanford
Shopping and Medical
Centers. 

Five opportunities are
available to go to these
areas on Mondays and

Thursdays.
On Tuesdays and Fridays,

the Shopper Shuttle goes to
Redwood City's Kaiser
Hospital, Foodco, Costco,
Sequoia Station, K-Mart,
and Mervyn's.  Residents
have four opportunities to go
to Redwood City on
Tuesdays/Fridays.

On Wednesdays, The
Shopper Shuttle goes to
Mountain View, San Antonia
Center.  Only one trip is
made on Wednesdays.  The
Shuttle arrives at Sears at
11:05 a.m. and leaves Sears
at 1:00 p.m.  

Free Youth Jobs Shuttle
serves employed youth that
live and work in East Palo
Alto.  Young children and
youth involved after school
programs have access to the
Youth Shuttle to get them

from local schools and take
them to their after-school
programs.  

Students  attending
College Track, SASSY at
Job Train and BUILD can be
picked up and taken home
between the hours of 6:00
p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

Schedules for all of the
shuttles can be picked up in
the lobby at City Hall.

Mary Flamer is the Mobility 
Manager for the City of East
Palo Alto. 

For additional information,
she can be reached at
650.853.7143 or  at
650.771.1637, Monday
through Friday. Between
9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Free Community Shuttle Program

Milton McLaurin, who is a loan specialist
in San Jose and Arn Cenedella who is a
realtor with Coldwell Banker in Palo Alto
talk with Henrietta J. Burroughs about the
current state of the housing market.

MC Studio Session: Wobogo Jazz
Ensemble

Wed 6/4 @ 8:30 PM Ch 27
For more times and listings, check

www.communitymediacenter.net.

Tune in for a very special Media  Center "Studio Session" with the
Wobogo Jazz Ensemble, featuring pianist and musical director
Vulindlela Wobogo; bass player; Michael Jones; renowned drummer
Babatunde Lea, and vocalist Nozipo Wobogo.

Nozipo "sings in the classic jazz  tradition of such influences as
Carmen McRae, Sarah Vaughn, Dinah  Washington, Ella Fitzgerald
& Betty Carter".

In this special Studio Session taping, the ensemble performs
Vulindlela's arrangements of vocal and instrumental renditions of
some immortal melodies of the jazz greats, including  Charlie
Parker, Duke Ellington & Billy Strayhorn, Horace Silver, Cole
Porter, & Herbie Hancock.
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Your ad could go here

Call (650) 327-5846, ext. 311

for more information

 

Congratulations Stanford New School  Graduates! 
2008-2009 East Palo Alto Academy College Acceptances 

Jonathon Angulo UCSB, UCSC, UC Davis, UC Merced, CSU Sonoma, CSU Monterey Bay,      
CSU East Bay, CSU Fresno

Jose Betancourt   UC Merced, UC Davis, UC Santa Cruz, CSU Sonoma, CSU Monterey Bay,       
Notre Dame de Namur

Deepika Charan UC Davis, UC Berkeley, CSU San Jose, CSU San Francisco, Menlo College
Brianna Daniels UC Santa Cruz, CSU San Marcos, Bradley University, 

Utica College, Seton Hall University
Amy Gutierrez UC Santa Cruz, CSU San Jose, CSU Monterey Bay
Luis Herrera UC Santa Cruz, CSU Chico, SCU San Francisco, Notre Dame de Namur
Erica Jack CSU San Jose, CSU Chico, CSU Sacramento, CSU San Francisco, 
Marcos Lopez CSU San Francisco, CSU San Jose, CSU Sonoma State, CSU Chico, 

Santa Clara University
Cynthia Mania CSU Los Angeles, Hiram College, Whittier College
Aradai Manrique CSU Monterey Bay
Linda Martinez CSU Chico State, Whittier College
Laura Monje CSU San Jose, CSU East Bay, CSU Chico, Menlo College, Holy Names           

University, Notre Dame de Namur
Suzie Morales        Notre Dame de Namur
Israel Nunez Universal Technical Institute
Alice Rivera UC Santa Cruz
Sonia Sanchez UC Davis, UC Santa Barbara, UC Irvine, UC Berkeley, CSU Sonoma,               

Syracuse University
Jaspreet Singh CSU San Jose, CSU San Francisco
Gilberto Soria   UCLA, UCSD, UC Santa Cruz, UC Irvine, UC Davis, UC Berkeley, Cal 

Poly, CSU Chico, CSU San Diego, CSU Sonoma, Lehigh University, 
Northeastern University, American University, Occidental College

Danny Sparks CSU LA, CSU Northridge, CSU Sacramento, CSU East Bay Hayward
Nicolas Spears CSU San Jose, CSU Northridge, CSU East Bay, CSU San Francisco
Nigel Spears CSU San Jose, CSU San Francisco, CSU Monterey Bay, CSU East Bay,         

CSU Sonoma
Eseta Tuakihekolo Arizona State University
Stacey Villegas UC Riverside, CSU Los Angeles, CSU Sonoma 
Beatrice Yap UC Davis
Juan Carlos Zarate CSU Chico, Santa Clara University, Notre Dame de Namur

District Implements Cured In-Place
Pipe Rehabilitation Project

In our effort to continue providing safe
and efficient sanitary sewer services to
our customers, the East Palo Alto Sani-
tary District will expend approximately
$450,000.00 repairing and replacing
sewer mains this fiscal year.

Sewer Mains located on Woodland,
O'Connor, Runnymede and Popular are
scheduled for improvements in the FY
2007/08 fiscal year.  The district award-
ed a contract for these improvements to
Pacific Liners Inc., a company that spe-
cializes in non-excavation repairs.

The District anticipates expenditures in
excess of $1,500,000.00 over the next
five (5) years to repair and replace
District sewer mains. 

Current project activity is expected to
be completed by June 30th, 2008.

Lee Hawkins
General Manager

East Palo Alto Sanitary District


