	
	During a Power Outage


A quick note and safety reminder should you experience a power outage during our current weather.

                            During an Outage

When the power is out, unplug or turn off all electric appliances to avoid overloading circuits and fire hazards when power is restored. Simply leave a single lamp on to alert you when power returns. Turn your appliances back on one at a time when conditions return to normal.

If you have a standby generator, make sure that it's installed safely and inform PG&E, or your power company, to avoid risking damage to your property and endangering line workers who may be working on nearby power lines.

Avoid the risk of fire by not using candles. If you must use candles, keep them away from drapes, lampshades and children. Do not leave candles unattended.

Take care in walking up and down stairs and provide support to those with reduced ability to walk or navigate around the home.

                      Preparing for Power Outages

Have battery-operated flashlights and radios with fresh batteries ready. Listen for updates on storm conditions and power outages.

If you have a telephone system that requires electricity to work (such as a cordless phone or answering machine), plan for alternate communication - have a standard telephone handset, cellular telephone or pager ready as a back up.

Freeze plastic containers filled with water to make blocks of ice that can be placed in your refrigerator/freezer during an outage to prevent foods from spoiling.
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