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New high school  continued from page 4

sponded to a rental advertise-
ment for an apartment in San
Mateo County, California.  The
landlord told the woman that
her application would not be
considered because of her
children.  In addition, the land-
lord said the apartment was in
a “professional” building where
there were many steep stair-
cases that would be haz-
ardous for young children.

In response to these allega-
tions, Project Sentinel con-
ducted a test and found
independent corroborating ev-
idence.  Based on this evi-
dence, an administrative
complaint was filed with the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development, re-
sulting in an out-of-court set-
tlement whereby the landlord
was required to pay $33,000.  

Another common misunder-
standing that housing
providers have about fair
housing requirements involves
disability discrimination.  Both
state and federal fair housing
laws make it illegal for housing
providers to deny or impose
different terms or conditions in
housing upon persons with
disabilities.  Moreover, per-
sons with disabilities are not
simply entitled to equal treat-
ment; rather, they are entitled
to additional protections in the
form of reasonable accommo-
dations.  In California, persons
are considered to be disabled
if they have a physical or men-
tal condition that limits one or
more major life activities.  Ex-
amples of disabilities covered
by the law are mental retarda-
tion, major depression, para-
plegia, HIV/AIDS, and
alcoholism.

This often becomes a prob-
lem for landlords who enact
policies in an effort to treat all
tenants equally, because
equal treatment is not what the
law requires.  Instead, the law
requires housing providers to
make accommodations to
rules, policies, practices, and
procedures so persons with

disabilities have an equal op-
portunity to use and enjoy their
housing.  People who are not
disabled often have a hard
time understanding the needs
of persons with disabilities, so
fair housing laws generally
defer to them and their health
care providers.

A common scenario involving
disability discrimination in-
volves “no pet” policies.  Land-
lords are clearly within their
rights to make and enforce
these policies.  However, since
persons with disabilities may
rely on service or companion
animals, landlords are re-
quired to make exceptions.
When a tenant with a disability
is prescribed a service animal
and asks for an accommoda-
tion, a landlord with a “no pets”
policy must grant the request
as long as it is reasonable and
does not create a substantial
financial or administrative bur-
den.  Thus, a landlord would
probably have to accommo-
date a tenant living in a one-
bedroom apartment who
requested a companion cat.
On the other hand, a landlord
could deny a tenant who re-
quested a companion ele-
phant.  Clearly, an elephant is
not a reasonable request since
it is a wild animal and is far too
large to live in a one-bedroom
apartment.  Although the ex-
ample is silly, it is helpful in un-
derstanding how the law views
what is reasonable.

In September 2008, Project
Sentinel investigated a hous-
ing discrimination claim in the
City of Santa Clara.  The com-
plainant reported that she was
given a three-day notice to
perform or quit because she
was disabled and lived with a
companion dog.  In this case,
Project Sentinel conducted an
investigation and found that
the complainant was fabricat-
ing her disability in order to
sidestep the “no pet” policy in
her apartment building.  In re-
sponse to this finding, Project
Sentinel assisted the building

manager in requesting that the
complainant act in accordance
with the policies of the apart-
ment building.  In the end, the
complainant found a new
home for her dog and re-
mained compliance with the
property rules.  

It is clear that most housing
providers have a good grasp
of their responsibilities under
fair housing laws.  While the
fear of heavy sanctions is
strong motivation for aware-
ness and compliance, there is
a greater reason to know and
follow fair housing laws.  The
elimination of discriminatory
housing practices—many that
evoke painful memories and
continue to foster resentment
and violence—offers the hope
of truly integrated communi-
ties.  Thus, the true goal of fair
housing is to enable our nation
to attain its highest aspirations
of equal opportunity for all.

It is important to know that
there are several agencies
that are available to offer ad-
vice and assistance to help
housing providers understand
and comply with the fair hous-
ing laws.  Often, housing
providers mistakenly believe
that fair housing agencies are
solely tenant advocates.  How-
ever, because the goal of this
movement is to eliminate dis-
crimination, fair housing agen-
cies offer support both to
tenants and housing
providers.  One way that fair
housing agencies support
housing providers is by offer-
ing comprehensive fair hous-
ing trainings.  If you are
interested in attending a fair
housing training or if you have
questions about the law, con-
tact your local fair housing
agency.  Project Sentinel,
serves Santa Clara and San
Mateo counties and can be
reached at 888-FAIR-
HOUSING.

Anika Stevens is the director
of the Project Sentinel program.
For additional information, see:
http://www.housing.org

Fair housing   continued from page 5

acres at a cost of 100k. 
SUDHS wants to work with

the city on this development
so will be asking for sugges-
tions on land acquisitions as
well as input from the commu-
nity on what they would like to
see. “The multi-school campus
will be a public facility built with
public money,” said Gemma.
“We would like this to be a
community space as well”. 

One of the meeting atten-
dees said, “This is just for
these small charter schools? I
thought that this was going to
be for a regular comprehen-
sive high school.” Another at-
tendee commented about the
differences between the two
types of schools and said that
she supported anything that
expands educational opportu-
nities for youth in East Palo
Alto. The group was warned

about being deluded into think-
ing that this will be like a public
Ravenswood High School.“    

Gemma stated that he con-
sidered greater flexibility an
advantage of this type of
school. He said, “These small
charter schools can change on
a dime. Students now have a
choice between the large com-
prehensive and the small char-
ter schools.”

Gloria Marshall asked if
there would be room for all
students at the planned site if
they wanted to attend there.
Gemma explained that with
about 2000 high school age
students in the city they could
not all be accommodated. 

Former East Palo Alto
Mayor Duane Bay had ques-
tions about a number of is-
sues. One of his questions
focused on the issue of toxics.

This is a concern on much of
the land in the Ravenswood
Redevelopment Area. In cer-
tain situations capping with
concrete is an option. How-
ever, according to Gemma,

when a school is built, a full
cleaning must take place. It
has been discovered that the
plots under consideration are
not nearly as toxic as previ-
ously thought. Another resi-

dent raised the problem of traf-
fic with drop off and pick up of
students. She told what it was
like living near Eastside Prep
and said that the situation was
impossible until the officials at
the school took steps to miti-
gate the problem.

Gemma says, “We want
these developments to be a
collaboration with the East
Palo Alto Community.” He
added that there would be fu-
ture meetings with East Palo
Alto residents on the issues
surrounding the building of a
charter school campus.

For an accompanying arti-
cle that gives background in-
formation about some of the
concerns that the closure of
the Ravenswood High School
generated see  more on this
story in News Briefs at
www.epatoday.org

If you have been discriminated    

against in your housing situation,

visit Project Sentinel,

a non-profit agency 

(888) F-A-I-R-H-O-U-S-I-N-G, (888)324-7468

Photo courtesy of Nozipo Wobogo
Marie McKenzie, the Redevelopment Project Manager for the City of East Palo
Alto and the Sequoia High School District Superintendent Patrick Gemma look
at a display showing the site for the proposed high school.

improve the lives of others.
Today there are over 2,400

YMCAs in the United States
and Puerto Rico.

As shown, the YMCA has a
rich and varied history of fulfill-
ing its mission throughout the
country and around the world,

In February of 2007 the
Lewis and Joan Platt East
Palo Alto Family YMCA
opened as a 32,000 square
foot, LEED certified, state-of-
the-art facility serving the cities
of East Palo Alto and East
Menlo Park. The East Palo
Alto Family YMCA is a branch
of the YMCA of the Silicon Val-
ley.

The East Palo Alto YMCA
has been and will continue to
be a true community resource,
offering many programs and
services, including: basketball
leagues and pick-up games,
day camp (providing opportu-

nities via a partnership with
Ravenswood School District
Special Education); aquatics
safety and swim lessons;
recreational swimming and lap
swim; Y-Scholars, an on-site
after school program for ele-
mentary and middle school
students.

There are also other pro-
grams such as teen tutoring,
youth and government, Fit
Families, a program that fos-
ters healthier nutrition habits
and physical activity for fami-
lies in need and other fitness
activities.

For more information about
the East Palo Alto Family
YMCA call  (650) 328-9622.

Robert Hughes is the ex-
ecutive director of the Lewis
and Joan Platt East Palo Alto
Family YMCA located at 550
Bell Street in East Palo Alto.

YMCA continued from page 8
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T
he East Palo Alto
City Council took
the time at its
meeting this past

October 20 to recognize the
new branch manager for the
East Palo Alto library, Patrick
Sweeney,

In acknowledging Swee-
ney, East Palo Alto City Coun-
cil member Laura Martinez
read his bio and stated that
Sweeney received his Bache-
lor's Degree in Philosophy
from Sacramento State Uni-
versity and his Master’s in Li-
brary Science from San Jose
State University. 

In accepting the position of
East Palo Alto’s new branch
manager Sweeney moved
from Lincoln, CA where he
held the position of Library Co-
ordinator at the Lincoln Public
Library.  

In his position with the Lin-
coln Public Library, he served
as the Branch Manager for the
Twelve Bridges Library, a
40,000 square foot joint-use li-
brary (public, high school, and

community college).
His previous library experi-

ence includes working at
Green Acres Elementary
School in Santa Cruz as the
School Librarian. 

Additionally he was se-
lected as an American Library
Association Emerging Leader
in 2008 and serves on the
American Library Association
Ethics Committee.

During his presentation to
the East Palo Alto City Coun-
cil, Sweeney told the council
that 172,00 people had come
into the library during the past
year to check out hundreds of

thousands of items.
He said that the East Palo

Alto branch of the library is the
the third fastest growing
branch in the San Mateo
County Library System which
includes 33 libraries from San
Francisco to Palo Alto.

The East Palo Alto Library
is home to the Quest Library
Learning Center, which is a
free literacy-based tutoring
program for 3rd-12th graders.

During his preentation,
Sweeney invited visitors to the
library to fill out a comment
card to offer suggestions on
how he and the library staff
could better fill the needs of
the East Palo Alto community.

Sweeney assured his lis-
teners that their comments
would be taken seriously.

The East Palo Alto Library
is located in the Municipal
Building at 2415 University Av-
enue.

To get more information
about the library, go to
http://www.smcl.org/lbraries/e
pa/index.html.

Lifecycles
Honoring a committed community leader

A new manager for the EPA Library

T
his year on the first
day of October,
the East Palo Alto
California Section

of the National Council of
Negro Women, Inc (NCNW)
honored Sandra Sterling for
her service to the East Palo
Alto community. 

The eventful occasion was
opened by Pearlie Young
Rainer, the president and
founder of the East Palo Alto
chapter of the NCNW. 

Norris Day was the mis-
tress of ceremony. Rev. Cole
Cannon deliveredt h e  i n v o -
c a t i o n , Essie Carnell gave
the welcome and Martha
Thomas gave the history of
the NCNW and the history of
the local East Palo Alto NCNW
chapter. 

The highlight of the event
occurred when Sterling was

presented with two proclama-
tions.  James presented her
with a city proclamation which
named Thursday, October 1,
2009 as Mrs. Sandra D. Ster-
ling Day in the City of East
Palo Alto. 

She also received a procla-
mation from the San Mateo
County Board of Supervisiors.

The county proclamation
stated that she was being hon-
ored: 

“For her devotion to the
children, youth and families of
East Palo Alto.  

During the past 34 years,
Ms. Sterling has served the
Ravenswood City School
District as a parent-liaison,
teacher, principal and director
of the Child Development
Center.  
Through her work with the
youth and young adult African 

Library Project at Macedo-
nia Baptist Church, she has
helped build libraries in
Botswana and Swaziland.  
She has also volunteered her
time, working tirelessly as a tutor,
cook and chauffeur, delivering
food and clothing for the Ecu-
menical Hunger Program. 

The Board of Supervisors
congratulates and commends

Ms. Sterling for her love of
church and her commitment to
the East Palo Alto Commu-
nity.”

Sterling also received a
certificate of achievement and
appreciation from the local
NCNW chapter. Sterling is a
charter member of the East
Palo Alto Lions Club and is
currently serving her second
term as the organization’s
president.

She is a charter member
and secretary of the East Palo
Alto section of the National
Council of Negro Women, Inc. 

As was stated in the procla-
mation that Sterling received,
she volunteers at the Ecu-
menical Hunger Program in
East Palo Alto and delivers
food to the needy when they
are unable to get the food
themselves.

As a volunteer in the
Ravenswood City School Dis-
trict, she tutors neighborhood
children. She is a volunteer for
the Peninsula Rebuilding To-
gether organization.  

During the lunch in her
honor, it was also stated that
sheis a foster mother, visits
those in prison and helps stu-
dent secure college scholar-
ships.  

Those who know her say
that she embraces and applies
the lyrics of the song,’”if I can
help one somebody, as I travel
along, then my living shall not
be in vain.”

For more information about
theNCNW, Inc go to:
http://www.ncnw.org/

For more information about
the EPA chapter, email: pearliey-
oungrainer@yahoo.com.

Photo courtesy of Anita Young

Sandra Sterling stands with
East Palo Alto City Manager
Alvin James and NCNW pres-
ident Pearlie Young Rainer.

Shown above Patrick Swee-
ney speaking to the East Palo
Alto City Council
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Name:__________________________________  Phone # ______________________________

Organization: ____________________________  Email Address __________________________

Street Address: ___________________________ City ________________________  State ____

Yes, I am interested in becoming a partner with the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media. Please accept my tax-deductible donation as a personal

contribution_____ or as a contribution on behalf of my organization ____ .

____$25  _____$50  _____$100  ____$250   _____$500   ______$1,000 _____$2,000

___$2001 to $5,000   ___$5,000 and above   ___In-kind _______________________

___Please check back with me about becoming a donor.

*The East Palo Alto Center for Community Media is a tax-exempt nonprofit corporation.

P.O. Box 50274
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(650)327-5846 ext.311 
(650)327-4430 (Fax)
epamedia@aol.com 

www.epamedia.org 

Please check the appropriate box: if you would like to      volunteer at the center, if you would like to      advertise in East Palo Alto Today,  if you are interested in      writing an
article, opinion piece or letter to the editor. Also let us know if your agency or business would like to be      a distribution site for East Palo Alto Today. Call (650)327-5846, ext. 311
or send us an email at epamedia@aol.com.

By Ricki Stevenson

East Palo Alto Today

W
hat an experi-
ence...thanks
to Roscoe
Stallworth!!!

From our red carpet welcome
onto the Official D-Day train to
Normandy, to the fabulous 5-
course lunch....from the pomp
and ceremony that the French
do so well....to an all too quick 
hand shake with President
Obama. 

The planned post-ceremony

Lifecycles
Meeting President and Mrs.

Barack Obama in Normandy

The East Palo Alto Today newspaper is published by the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media, a nonprofit agency that was formed in January 2003 to create media
outlets in East Palo Alto and provide the type of positive, relevant information about the community that is not easily found elsewhere. If you like what you see in East Palo Alto
Today, then we ask that you enable us to serve the community better. You can do this by completing the partnership card below and mailing it with your tax deductible donation
which will go directly to the center’s media efforts. You can read more about the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media online at www.epamedia.org. You can also donate
to the center at the EPA Today and the EPA Media websites. Please contact us if you have any questions. We look forward to hearing from you.

reception was cancelled and
President Obama hurried back
onto his helicopter to return to
Paris
.  I got stories to tell! It was
Black history meeting Black
history as 83 year old Medal of
Honor winner William Dabney
tried to introduce himself to
Mrs. Obama and she hugged
him, telling him how proud she
was of him!  

That, and meeting the
President, was the highlight of

Dabney’s return to Nor-
mandy.....65 years after he
served with the 320th all Black
balloon battalion. 

Mr. Dabney (who is in all
the French newspapers) and
his son Vincent did a short ver-
sion of my tour today (Mon-
day)....we walked and took
buses. Paris bus drivers were
thrilled and passengers ap-
plauded. 

I'm working on pictures
from the week end...haven't
gotten them all labeled but
thought you might like to see

some of what I saw and expe-
rienced. 

It was FABULOUS!!!!  Sto-
ries to follow about President
Obama and what he had to
say to Roscoe. 

I promised to give my busi-
ness card to the Marine
Colonel we met who works as
a military advisor to the Presi-
dent...I promised to  tell him all
about Black Paris Tours! 

Mr. Dabney is in the last
picture with Roscoe on the
train.

O h y e a h . . . . P r e s i d e n t

Michelle Obama has her pic-

ture taken with a WWII vet-

eran who was awarded the

Medal Legion of Honor.
Obama loved my hat!
Bisou!  Ricki

Ricki Stevenson grew up
in East Palo Alto  and is a
Stanford University trained
historian and a former televi-
sion and radio newscaster. 

She founded Black Paris
Tours in 1998, shortly after
moving to Paris.  Through BPT
she gives guided tours of the
places where African Ameri-
can writers, artists and enter-
tainers lived and worked in
Paris, when they moved there
in the 1920’s to escape racism
in America. 

You’ll be able to read more
about her meeting with Pres-
dent Obama and his wife
Michelle in the next issue of
EPA Today. To get more infor-
mation about Black Paris
Tours, go to:http://www.tomt-
music.com/id155.htm 

Many readers know that
Stevenson returned to East
Palo Alto this summer to at-
tend the funeral of her mother
Joanne Stevenson.

It happened last spring, but any time one gets to personally meet the President of the United States and his wife, it is a memorable event. So, we thought that we would

still share with our readers Ricki Stevenson’s memories of her meeting with President Barack Obama and his wife Michelle when they visited Normandy, France during

the celebration of D-Day on June 6, 2009. All of the pictures below were taken by Ricki Stevenson except the one of herself.

Photo courtesy of Ricki Stevenson
President Barack Obama speaking in Normandy, France.

Ricki Stevenson is pictured above with Colonel John Aho,

Director, Defense Strategy Plans and Support for Military

Operations on the left and Lt. Colonel Russell Bailey, Exec-

utive Director to the National Security Advisor on the right.

They are both aides to President Obama and see him al-

most every day.  

Stevenson said later, “Before I found out who they were, we
had a great time talking and acting silly as we rode the bus 30
minutes from the train station in Caen to the cemetery in St.
Malo. 

It was only after we had spent the afternoon together and
were returning to the train that they gave me their business
cards and promised to tell the President about my tour and my
passion for Black history!  I was shocked....might not have been
so relaxed had I known their titles up front.  They were such fun!”

Roscoe Stallworth

Roscoe Stallworth stands

beside William Dabney.
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No Jail                                continued from page 1

but to build more institu-
tions. 

Put San Mateo County into
the latter group.According to  re-
source in the San Mateo County
Sheriff’s Office, as of October 6,
2009, there were 1,104 people in-
carcerated in the county, not in-
cluding juveniles: 131 women
and 937 men. With that many
prisoners, Maguire Correctional
Facility was more than 50 percent
over its rated capacity, as set by
the Corrections Standards Au-
thority, and more than 60 percent
over its safe operating capacity
based on nationally accepted
best practices.

Overcrowding a hazard

By their own admission, the
San Mateo County Sheriff’s De-
partment said that overcrowding
like that is a very serious hazard,
not just for the prisoners but for
the correctional officers as well. 

With crowded jails, riots are
more likely to happen and get out
of control; illnesses are less likely
to be addressed and treated in a
timely manner, giving them the
opportunity to infect more people
faster. 

All of these are reasons why
San Mateo is pushing for a new
facility. Other arguments are that

the current facility isn’t up to par
and that the women need a new
jail.

The biggest debate, at the
moment, is where the jail will be
built. There are several sites
under consideration and there
are concerns with each:

Redwood City:The County
Motor Pool & Adjacencies near
the current Maguire facilities,For-
mer Dodge Dealership: 640 Vet-
erans Blvd. 
San Carlos:345 Shoreway
Rd.,767 Industrial Road
Burlingame:Former Drive In
Theatre: 350 Beach Rd.
Menlo Park:3633-3655 Haven
Ave.East Palo Alto: 2535 Pulgas
Ave.

The San Mateo County web-
site provides some general infor-
mation for the public regarding
the process for choosing a site, a
including 16-page document that
explains new jail planning, “Jail
Site Evaluation and Selection.” 

In fact, there’s an entire page
dedicated to the matter. The site
also provides a question and an-
swer document, in which com-
ment cards from the July 21 and
22 community cutreach meetings
were addressed. 

However, building a jail any-

where is no easy feat and San
Mateo County, for a number of
reasons, is facing some commu-
nity opposition. 

Dorsey Nunn, an East Palo
Alto resident and Co-Director of
Legal Services for Prisoners with
Children in San Francisco, is
leading some of the efforts
against a jail being built anywhere
in San Mateo County, but espe-
cially East Palo Alto. 

“We don’t actually need a jail,”
he said. “I think we’ve been over-
reliant on incarceration period.”

The question of whether or
not a jail needs to be built at all is
a relevant one, as there are sev-
eral alternatives to incarceration
that are more cost effective and
healthier for the community. At the
outreach meetings, several atten-
dees asked, “Have we consid-
ered other strategies to reduce
over reliance on jails and prisons?”

The Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded with, “Yes. The Sheriff’s
Office runs a successful out-of-
custody program, called the
Sheriff’s Work Program (SWP),
which allows inmates to serve
their sentence outside of confine-
ment, if they qualify. This frees up
jail beds for inmates that need to
stay in jail to protect the public’s
safety…The Sheriff has also par-
ticipated in a joint venture with the
Probation Department to place
qualified inmates into out-of-
custody treatment programs that
also frees up jail beds.”

Even with those programs in
place, Nunn feels that more
should be done to find and create
community alternatives.

“If we build a jail, we don’t ad-
dress the root problems, like lack
of jobs and education. We don’t
address the stuff that we need to
move our community forward,”
he said. “And the more we look at
building the jail, the less effort we
put into finding alternatives.”

At a time when the state is so
financially strapped, and there-
fore the counties within it, ques-
tions of whether or not San Mateo
can afford the expense have also
been raised. Several attendees at
the meeting asked how a new jail

would be funded, to which the
Sheriff’s Office responded, “The
final financing plan has not yet
been decided upon, but it is ex-
pected the County will issue Cer-
tificates of Participation or
conduct a bond issue.”

A Certificate of Participation
basically means that a bond issue
would be created to fund the con-
struction of the jail, but that during
the period of construction, the city
doesn’t own the jail but is essen-
tially leasing the facility and mak-
ing payments toward the lease.
Once all the payments have been
made, the city will assume own-
ership of the jail.

However, in the case of a
bond issue, the city is simply tak-
ing out a loan. It’d borrow the
money needed to build the jail
and then have to pay the loan
back, with interest, over a period
of several years.

In either case, the city is not
paying for the construction of the
jail upfront and it’ll take years to
do so. Once it’s built, though, the
jai will run and will therefore incur
costs.

“When you look at the num-
bers, it costs more to build, main-
tain and staff a jail then it would to

informational booth.  
Amanda Kim, the informa-

tion officer for San Mateo
County remarked, “Good
event. Amazing job.”   

While this is the third event
of its kind in the area,  it is the
first event for the East Palo
Alto community which has the
highest homeless population
per capita In the county.

During the event, the
homeless were greeted with
smiles and fruit, bagels and

coffee for breakfast. They
were given grilled hamburgers
for lunch.  

Throughout the day,  they
were treated respectfully with
great care and concern.  One
of the homeless women who
attended the event said, “I
have been homeless for five
years. I am glad someone is fi-
nally doing something for the
homeless.”

Many connected with the
event expressed the hope that

the city’s homeless population,
which is  usually shunned and

ignored population, felt the
love from a community that
sees them, loves them and is
making strides to help them.

While there were those
who said that the day was a
great start for the community
as many groups united to
help others, others said that
there was still much more to do.  

If the success of the event
could be measured by the
smiles on the faces of all of
those who were helped and

those who were helping, then,
the effort to help the homeless
was a successful event.
Those who were helped might
still be homeless, but those
helping them apparently hope
that  they will feel a lot less
hopeless.  

Cheryl Bains is very active in
the East Palo Alto community and
she is the wife of Pastor Paul
Bains. She and Pastor Paul are
the co-founders of Project We-
HOPE.

EPA Connect                                           continued from page 3

Doug Hotchkiss receives a
haircut

continued on page13

Community News Briefs          continued from page 3

Forcum ruled that there was
no merit to the group’s argu-
ment that East Palo Alto City
Council member Carlos
Romero was biased in favor of
Mi Pueblo and should have
reclused himself from the vote
the council took on October
13, 2009 which gave its ap-
proval to Mi Pueblo. 

The EPA Merchants Associ-

ation has another hearing

scheduled in the San Mateo

County Superior Court on May

26, 2010. 

This hearing will determine

the merits of the group’s law-

suit charging that the East

Palo Alto Planning Commis-

sion violated the Brown Act at

the meeting in which it voted to

give Mi Pueblo approval to move

to East Palo Alto. Stay tuned.

Passing of “an amazing
community partner”

“It is with great sadness that I re-
port to you the passing of Victor
Lopez.  Victor was a key member

of the Tobacco Education Coali-
tion for the last few years, and
many of us had benefitted from the
opportunity to learn from him and wit-
ness his smile and dedication to the
people of San Mateo County.

For many years he has run a va-
riety of youth programs for El Con-
cilio of San Mateo County.  He has
been a constant presence at
nearly all community events in
East Palo Alto and Menlo Park for
many years.

He was a young man, and the

sudden and untimely nature of his

death adds an additional layer of

shock and sadness for us all.  We

do not know a great deal about his

passing other than the fact that it

was apparently the result of a

medical emergency.        

For now, we ask that you please

keep his family and friends in your

thoughts and prayers.  As the en-

tire community works through ac-

cepting this great loss, we will plan

a way to properly honor a great

man and an amazing community

partner.”

Derek R. Smith, MSW, MPH
Director - Tobacco Prevention
Program, San Mateo County
Health Department
[Editor’s note:  A service was held
for Victor Lopez on Wednesday,
November 11, at San Joachim's at
21250 Hesperian Blvd in Hay-
ward, CA. 

An account for contributions and
donations has been establised at
Wells Fargo Bank, under Victor
Manuel Lopez, account # 640 332
7643.].

Photo courtesyof Marcus Turner
This photo appeared in the August-
September  2009 issue of EPA Today
and it shows Victor Lopez this past
June helping a passerby at East Palo
Alto’s All Male Fair.

Letters continued from page 6

Changing the School Starting Time

Dear Editor
It's obvious that very few teens

go to sleep around nine or ten. We
stay up till twelve then average. So
why would we have schools
sheduled at times that fit the
teachers agenda, and not the stu-
dents. Adults thirty and older are
notorious for waking up bright and
early. So naturally, the start of
school would be bright and early.
Adults created a schedual that
would be at their convience. But at
what cost? It's not realistic, and it
makes to many students tired and
class. Go to sleep around twelve,
wake from six to seven, then get
ready and make it to school on
time. Thats only six or seven
hours of sleep, not including the
time it takes to fall asleep.So to fi-
nally have a later start is over due,
but still the best thing.

Skye Ontiveros
Redwood City

Go Vegan

Dear Editor,

A  recently-released California
Department of Public Health
study provides more food for
thought about obesity. When re-
searchers analyzed data from all
the swine-flu-related hospitaliza-
tions that have occurred in Cali-
fornia, they found that obese
swine flu patients may be more
likely to suffer from complications
of the disease. Fortunately, there
is an easy way to lose weight and
reduce your risk of life-threaten-
ing illnesses: Go vegan....

Studies show that vegans are
nine times less likely to be obese
than meat-eaters are. The Amer-
ican Dietetic Association has
even pointed out that vegans
often have more desirable
weights than meat-eaters. For
more information about the many
benefits of a vegan diet, see
www.GoVeg.com.

Heather Moore
People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals
757-622-7382, ext. 8106
HeatherM@petaf.org

Tandrea Madison
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Homelessness and poverty continued from page 7

each other,” she said.
Once a month, A Bridge 4

Success in conjunction, with
the East Palo Alto Merchants
Association feeds the home-
less in the parking lot of PAL
market at 12:00 noon.  On Sat-
urday October 10, 2009, we
fed approximately 60 home-
less/ hungry citizens of East
Palo Alto.  Each received a
plate of baked chicken, hot
dogs, mixed vegetables,
bread, fruit, cookies and water.
We will be there again on No-
vember 7 and December 5 in
the parking lot of PAL Market.
We wouldn't be able to provide
this service without the food

donations from the stores that
are members of the East Palo
Alto Merchants Association
and from some of the mem-
bers of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints -
Palo Alto 1st Ward.

In 2010, we hope to in-
crease the number of times we
are able to provide at least one
meal and, possibly, the num-
ber of locations where this
meal can be provided.  Our
goal would be, of course, to
have a full time homeless
shelter or drop in center for the
homeless also also a youth
center.  What greater way for
our youth, by working with the

homeless,  to give back to
their community through serv-
ice. Working with the home-
less would also allow them to
help unify our community?
We have not worked out the
details of how this could work,
but we have the dream.  

A Bridge 4 Success pro-
vides East Palo Alto 19+ year
olds, who have completed
high school within the last few
years and or dropped out of
college, with opportunities for
post high school education
and human services assis-
tance.  Both types of assis-
tance are needed for poor
youth to achieve higher learn-

ing so that they can have ac-
cess to a future of self-reliance
and stability. 

Our goal is to increase
awareness in the importance
of education, health, having vi-
olent free relationships and a
balanced lifestyle. A Bridge 4
Success will give two renew-
able scholarships in July 2010.
These scholarships will be
based on GPA scores and the
annual completion of 100
hours of community service
that will be required of the re-
cipient and his or her family
members.

In kind and cash donations
are always welcome.  Under-

writing, sponsorship and Ven-
dor opportunities are still avail-
able for future events.

For more information on a
bridge 4 success, email
abridge4success@gmail.com.
For more information on The
East Palo Alto Merchants As-
sociation call 650-346-7543

“We are each responsible
for our community and each
other”

Susi Feltch is a local busi-
ness owner who owns the
Above & Beyond Travel
agency. She is the Director of
A Bridge 4 Success and she
sits on several rugby club
boards. 

No Jail                                continued from page 1

do other things,” Nunn said.
Other questions that have

arisen in the community show
concerns for public safety, partic-
ularly the safety of children since
some of the sites under consider-
ation are near local schools. Here
is an example of how one of the
questions as asked.

“The proposed new county jail
site at 640 Veterans Blvd. In Red-
wood City is located only 600 feet
from a K-5 elementary school
(Orion school)…We currently
have a 1,000 foot gun free school
zone, and even gang free school
zones, some over a mile in ra-
dius. Given the 600-foot distance
between the jail location and
Orion school, how will you ensure
a safe environment for our chil-
dren with a jail located 600 feet
away from their school?”

The Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded that the current facility,
Maguire, is a similar distance
from Orion school as the potential
site and that they’re unaware of

any problems the proximity has
caused. Due to the “inordinate
amount of police presence” in
and around jails, the “adjoining
areas [are] safer than most neigh-
borhoods.”

For Nunn, a bigger concern is
the lack of public engagement.
According to him, there’s been lit-
tle community outreach in the
way of garnering public opinion.
Several people at the July meet-
ing also expressed dissatisfaction
with how information about the
meeting was disseminated, since it
seemed few people knew about it.

“There hasn’t been an open
discussion about if we even want
the jail,” Nunn said. “By the time
the public is invited in to the dis-
cussion, it’s when the officials are
trying to make a decision about
the site, as opposed to if we want
the jail built.”

Nunn feels that if the commu-
nity were accurately polled, the
results would speak for them-
selves. In an effort to show just

that, Nunn visited three different
community events and acquired
more than 1,000 signatures from
people on a petition against a
new jail being built in San Mateo
County.

“If all we talk about is where
we want the jail and not if we want
the jail, it’s a disingenuous discus-
sion,” Nunn said. “The real, hon-
est questions are do we want a
jail and do we need a jail?”

With that in mind, Nunn is cur-
rently trying to get the East Palo
Alto City Council to hold a open
hearing in November and to
make a public declaration against
a jail being built within the city. 

“The science and data don’t
support the arguments for why
they want the jail to be built. The
current situation is that the
women’s jail is overcrowded, but
there are only 131 women cur-
rently incarcerated. How does
that justify building a 776-bed
jail?”

There may not be scientific

justification for building a new jail,
but there certainly seems to be
some for not building one. James
Austin, Ph.D was asked to give
his opinion on the effectiveness of
a “prisoner release” strategy, and
had this to say in an August 2008
report:

“The bulk of the evidence
points to three conclusions: 1)
The effect of imprisonment on
crime rates, if there is one, is
small; 2) If there is an effect, it di-
minishes as prison populations
expand (and California’s prison
population is already greatly ex-
panded); and 3) The overwhelm-
ing and undisputed negative side
effects of incarceration and
crowding far outweigh the poten-
tial, unproven benefits of incarcer-
ation.”

In addition, Austin seems to
agree with Nunn, in that imprison-
ment doesn’t resolve the commu-
nity issues that contribute to
incarceration, but worsens them.
In the report, he said,

“Indeed, some research
shows that higher rates of impris-
onment may actually serve to in-

crease crime rates. This happens
in a variety of ways. For example,
increasing imprisonment results
in the ‘churning’ of large seg-
ments of the largely young male
population in and out of prison,
which serves to disrupt the com-
munity and family structure that
would otherwise produce low
crime rates. 

Thus, if a state wishes to re-
duce its crime rate, it will need to
look at other factors other than
imprisonment. That is, the best
way to lower crime rates is not to
increase imprisonment rates.”

No matter the argument
though, a decision must be made
about the jail and according to the
Sheriff’s Office, a final site for the
facility will be chosen by March
2010.

Tandrea Madison is the
development assistant & media
coordinator at Legal Services for
Prisoners with Children in San
Francisco. She can be contacted
at:tandrea@prisonerswithchil-
dren.org

Drug raids                             continued from page 1

pressed their sympathies to
the families over what had
happened and said that they
would look into the circum-

stances surrounding the drug
raids as more details became
available. 

Abrica said that he felt badly
and wanted to apologize to
those in the community who
might feel victimized by such
incidents. 

“Sometimes it happens to
Pacific Islanders, sometimes
to African Americans, some-
times to Latinos, sometimes to
poor people…[T]he way peo-
ple are portrayed and their cul-
ture is portrayed and the way
people are even mistreated in
the process of conducting
these type of raids, we have to
at least speak up on it,” he
said.

“I want to thank those of you
who came today to bring this
to our attention,” Romero
said.”  

He assured those who spoke
that the council would do

“whatever we can do to figure
out in the future from the press
perspective, how… to make
sure we’re not preyed upon
[by the media], which may
have been what occurred
today,” he said. 
As to the media outlets that

were on the scene at five in
the morning when the raid oc-
curred, Davis said that he was
shocked that reporters were
everywhere and he stated that
he did not know who had noti-
fied the media outlets. 

Several of the speakers took
issue with the reports that ap-

peared in the press. In contra-
dicting news reports that
stated that the house raided
on Fordham Street had 20
children living in it, one mother
Molly Tau said that the home
held only 11 youth and six of
them were hers. 

Tau told the council that her
children, who had been doing
well in school, now find it diffi-
cult to attend school. Through
tears, she asked the council,
“Why does the media…why do
you put us out there as ani-
mals? How can a mother an-
swer to her children to explain
what’s going on?”

Millicent Grant, the execu-
tive director of the East Palo
Alto Senior Center, said that
years ago, her own house was
the subject of an unjustified
raid, so she knew how the
families felt. “It looks as if
you’ve been raped of your pri-
vacy, your dignity, your pride -
-all wrapped up in one have
been taken away. So I know
how these people feel,” she said.

Most of those addressing the
council, directly questioned
the role and involvement of the
local police department asking
how, if the East Palo Alto Po-
lice has jurisdiction in the city,
can another law enforcement
agency come in and conduct
raids without the involvement
of the local police? “How,” one
person asked,” could the po-
lice department allow the raid
to happen the way it did and
not know about it or be in-
volved in it?

In responding to questions
about his department’s in-
volvement in the raids, East

Palo Alto Police Chief Ron
Davis said that he was in-
formed of the raid before it
happened. He stated that
while he and his department
accept responsibility for what
happens with respect to law
enforcement within the city,
the East Palo Alto Police De-
partment does work with other
law enforcement agencies. 

He said that the Justice De-
partment, which conducted the
raid had a warrant from the
State Attorney General’s Of-
fice, which allowed federal
agents to operate within the
city without the East Palo Alto
Police Department’s approval.
He recommended that the
families involved had a right to
find out what the warrant con-
tained that triggered the inves-
tigation.

To see the entire Commu-
nity Forum session during the
November 3, 2009 East Palo
Alto City Council meeting, go to
www.epatoday.org/news/2009/no
v_2009/drug_raids.html

Molly Tau speaks to the East
Palo Alto City Council.

Millicent Grant shares a trau-
matice experience with East
Palo Alto Council members.
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All Saturdays through De-

cember 2009 

EPA Farmers’ Market
2 p.m. to 5 p.m., East Palo
Alto Municipal Building park-
ing lot at 2415 University Av-
enue, East Palo Alto.

November 17, 2009, from

7:30 p.m. until....

East Palo Alto City Council

meeting at 2415 University
Avenue, Community Room.
See the city council agenda
when it posted:http://www.ci.east-
paloalto.ca.us/citycouncil/age
ndas/index.html

November 18, 2009 from 

Time: 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
Location: City Council Cham-
bers (2415 University Av-
enue, East Palo Alto, CA )

Neighborhood Watch

Group Program

The East Palo Alto Police De-
partment might have a new
computer application for
neighborhood watch groups.
CrimeReports, the vendor that
provides us with the online
mapping and notification sys-
tem, has created this program
and wishes to demonstrate
what it can do for your groups.
The EPAPD wants your feed-
back. If interested in giving
feedback, please RSVP so
that we know how many peo-
ple to expect.  650-853-5939
or e-mail elam@cityofepa.org 

November 18, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Family Resource Fair, 555 Mar-
shall Street, Redwood City. The
fair will include stations where par-

ents can talk to staff from nonprof-
its,employment/retraining services
and safety-net providers. Qualify-
ing families who fall under the
200% of federal poverty level will
also receive gift cards to Safeway,
Target and K-mart. The county’s
Human Services Agency esti-
mates that 700 families will be
served at the event. For more in-
formation, call the event hotline
(650) 877-5627 or go to
www.getsupportnow.org.

November 25 11 a.m

Free Turkey Giveaway

PAL Market, 2398 University
Ave (near Bay Road). For 
East Palo Alto residents only,
Bring ID and proof of resi-
dency.

For more information, contact:
Pal Market at 650-346-7543,

Community Calendar
Susi Feltch at 520-305-8730,
R.B.Jones at650-650-630-1232

Save the Date

December 2nd from 5-7 pm.
Nuestra Casa Open House
1798 Bay Rd., East Palo Alto, 
For more information, contact
Nuestra Casa at (650)330-7437

December 4, 5 PM - 7PM
Girls to Women, Holiday Cele-
bration  Location - Eastside Col-
lege Preparatory School, 1041
Myrtle Avenue, East Palo Alto.
For more information, contact
650-326-6431, E-mail: info@girl-
stowomen.org
See more calendar items at:
www.epatoday.org

 OAKWOOD MARKET

Products & Services

Meat, beverages, vegetables, and other groceries. 

Also available Western Union, Orlandi Valuta, 

check cashing and PG&E station.

A picture of the deli counter

2106 Oakwood Drive, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
Phone: (650)324-1937 

Hours of Operation
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Sunday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

times when I was a child, my
mother had me by the hand as
she took me to school and
stood there talking to my
teachers.  This is what I drew
on, years later, when I went to
my own children’s schools. I
served on the PTA Board in
every one of their schools and
their father and I attended the
events that they were in when
they went to college. I was
there for my own children the
way my parents had been
there for me. 

We, indeed, learn by ex-
ample. I hate to think where I
would be now without the
years of encouragement and
support that I received from
my own parents and the edu-
cation that I obtained. Educa-
tion was a way out of the
poverty and despair that could
have been my fate.

But whether or not we cur-
rently have or had loving par-
ents or caretakers in our lives
does not determine the power
we can still exercise over our
own lives and the lives of
those around us.

When one considers the 
relationship between the pri-
son statistics and the high
drop out rates, we need to
make sure that every third
grader we know can read and
can enjoy the experience of
learning for learning’s sake.

If another jail is to be built
anywhere in this county, in this
state or in this country, then we
need to do everything within
our power to make sure that it
does not house any of our chil-
dren, our children’s children or
any of the children that we can
assist. If it is education that will
make a difference, then it is
education that we all should
seek for ourselves and for
those we know, and the more
of it we can all get, the better it
will be for everyone.

Eleanor Roosevelt ex-
pressed it well when she said,
“No one can make you feel in-
ferior without your consent.”
So, wouldn’t it make sense for
us to continually push away
the negative and demeaning
influences that would cripple
our minds? Since ignorance is 

bliss only for those who are
dead to the world, shouldn’t
we strive to daily fill our minds
with positive and productive
ideas and continue to claim
our freedom by becoming and
staying informed? 

Seeking to become as ed-
ucated as we can and con-
stantly throwing off the internal
and external forces that lead
to family dysfunction is a
daunting task. After all, remov-
ing the chains and the effects
of slavery and ignorance takes
constant effort. 

Freedom is not free. There
is a price that we must pay to
maintain it. But, if we keep put-
ting forth the effort to set and
achieve life affirming and en-
riching goals and if we do
everything we can each day to
encourage our children and
each other to do likewise -- no
matter what -- then we will
make significant progress in
reducing the current crime
rates and ending the poverty
and limited opportunities that so
many around us experience.

Removing the chains             continued from page 6

Doug Fort, Officer Richard Barries, Henrietta J. Burroughs, Marco Marquez  and Pastor Paul Bains sit

on the set of the show after their discussion about the 2009 East Palo Alto Youth Summit. 

See their discussion on Channel 27 on the Midpeninsula from Sunday, November 15 until Fri-
day, December 11. This edition of Talking with Henrietta can be seen on Sundays@5 p.m.,
Tuesdays@8 p.m., Wednesdays@3 a.m. and 11 a.m., Thursdays@8 p.m. and Fridays@3 a.m.
and 11 a.m. Viewers can also see the show on the web at the above days and times at www.mid-
penmedia.org.  For more information about the show go to www.epatoday.org.

Talking with Henrietta

Local TV  Coverage

Youth Events: Do They Make a Meaningful Difference?
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