
Photo courtesy of Kail Lubarsky of JobTrain
In this photo, Alonzo Emery, who is the director of program operations at JobTrain, can be seen tagging Facebook’s famous
wall. The wall is located at Facebook’s new headquarters, which is at 1601 Willow Road, the former site of the Sun Microsys-
tems Campus. See Kail Lubarsky’s article on JobTrain’s participation at Facebook’s sneak preview on page 15 of this issue. 

By Brent Butler

East Palo Al to Today

In preparation for the

upcoming rainy season, the

City of East Palo Alto is en-

gaging in public outreach

activities to educate local

residents about the poten-

tial risks from flooding in

East Palo Alto.

In September of this

year, city staff mailed a

brochure to every East

Palo Alto property in the

flood zone with information

describing how to prepare

for a flood and how best to

react during a flood event.

The brochure was sent to

approximately 1,800

households and was the

largest mailing that the

Planning Division has com-

pleted in over seven years. 

Staff has also made

flood protection information

available on the city’s web-

site (www.ci.east-palo-

alto.ca.us/flood.html) and
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By Nozipo Wobogo
East Palo Alto Today

How many times have you
noticed advertisements like
“Fast cash!” or “Easy loans, no
credit check required!”? These
are ads for what are com-
monly called “payday loans.”
According to the FTC, they are
also referred to as “cash ad-

vance loans,” “check advance
loans,” “post-dated check

loans” and the like. These
loans carry extremely high in-
terest rates and the outlets for
them are usually located in to
low-income communities of
color like the city of East Palo
Alto. 

Given their attraction to
low income communities, the
East Palo Alto City Council
was asked to consider a reso-

lution that would forbid payday
lenders from setting up shop
in East Palo Alto. The resolu-
tion was introduced by the
city’s Interim Attorney, Valerie
J. Armento, Interim City Attor-
ney.

In making her presenta-
tion Armento defined payday

City to develop homeless solution
By Marie McKenzie
East Palo Today

Homelessness is on the
rise in East Palo Alto. In-
creasing numbers of resi-

dents are living on
thestreets, in camps, cars,
and other make-shift
dwellings. In January 2011,
volunteers conducting a

count of homeless people
found 385 unsheltered indi-
viduals and families in East
Palo Alto, the largest number
of any community in San

Mateo County and an 89%
increase over the last count.

People become home-
less for many reasons: loss
of a job, medical crises, dis-

ability and poverty.
Whatever the cause, the

human toll is enormous. In
addition to needing a home,

continued on page 17
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Election Day 2011 issues and candidates*

Measure F Appropriations limit -- Menlo Park Fire Protection
District (Majority Approval required)

Shall the appropriations limit applicable to the Menlo Park Fire Protection District, currently set at $40,000,000 pursuant to
Measure G approved by the electors of the district on November 7, 2007, be continued at $40,000,000 for a period of four years
from the date of the election?

Measure H Bond Measure -- San Mateo county community 
college District (55% Approval required)

To prepare College of San Mateo, Canada College and Skyline College students for universities and high-demand jobs; mod-
ernize math and science classrooms and labs; upgrade classroom technology, computer and job training labs; increase earth-
quake, fire and accessibility safety; and replace aging systems with energy efficient models, shall San Mateo County Community
College District issue $564,000,000 in bonds at interest rates within legal limits, with annual independent audits, local control
over proceeds, and a Citizens' Committee providing oversight?

the order of the contests and candidates on this ballot representation is NOt necessarily the same as your county's official ballot
if you print and mark your choices on this page and take it to the polls instead of an official sample ballot, be very careful. 

ScHOOl

Dave Mandelkern
Karen Schwarz
Joe Ross
Michael G. Stogner
Patricia Miljanich
Jaime Diaz 

Lorraine Rumley
Allen Weiner
Larry James Moody
Olivia G. Martinez
Carrie B. Du Bois

Make
your
vote

count
on

Election
Day

Board Member; Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District (2 Elected)

Steven P. Kennedy
Scott Barnum
Robert Silano
Bart Spencer
Virginia Chang Kiraly 

Board Member; East Palo Alto 
Sanitary District (2 Elected)

Edrick L. Haggans
Sani Wadunia
Bethzabe "Betsy" Yanez
Matias R. Varela
Goro Orlando Mitchell
Glenda R. Savage 

Board Member; Sequoia Union 
High School District (3 Elected)

Board Member; San Mateo county 
community college District (3 Elected

SPEciAl DiStrict

DAVE mANDELKERN

Paid for by mandelkern for College Board 2011
www.davemandelkern.com 

San mateo County
Community College District

Governing Board

Endorsed by Congresswoman Jackie Speier, Senator 
Joe Simitian, Assemblymember Rich Gordon, 
and Supervisor Rose Jacobs-Gibson

“I am fighting to keep Cañada College, College of

San Mateo, and Skyline College affordable and

accessible to every member of our community”

to

Re-elect 

to the

VOTE NOVEmBER 8Th

VOTE FOR
CARRIE Du BOIS

for the Sequoia Union

High School District

NOVEmBER 8

REASONS TO VOTE FOR CARRIE

~ Community volunteer with 20 years of experience 
delivering results to children and youth

~ Founding chair of the East Palo Alto Rosalie Rendu 
Center working with Sister Trinitas Hernandez

~ Founder of the Cesar Chavez Academy/ Sequoia Union 
High  School District Community Building Project

~ Founder of the Abigail Project (advocacy for 
foster youth)

visit www.carriedubois.com for more information

* The above candidates and issues are on the ballot for areas in the East Palo Alto and Menlo Park communities.
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East Palo Alto City

Council Update

The following items were
discussed at the Regular Joint
City Council/Redevelopment
Agency meeting on Tuesday,
November 1, 2011

cOOlEY lANDiNG
The plan for Cooley Land-

ing to become the city’s first
nature park is about to come
to fruition. Cooley Landing
Phase 1 was approved and
the City Manager, ML Gordon,
was authorized to solicit proj-
ect bids .The bid was won by
O.C. Jones & Sons. 

The City Council approved a
resolution authorizing the City
Manager to award a construction
contract to O.C. Jones & Sons
and authorized the City Manager
to establish an overall budget of
$1,918,219.

PAYDAY lENDiNG
The City Council voted

4-1 to instruct the city staff
to begin investigating the
regulation or prohibition of
payday lending and check
cashing establishments. 

For more, see article on
page 1 of this issue of EPA
Today titled, EPA Council
considers payday lending

550 BEll StrEEt
The City Council had a dis-

cussion on the uses and naming
of the 550 Bell Street  site inside
the East Palo Alto Family YMCA.
Ideas included having a contest
among community youth for nam-
ing and consulting on the site’s
uses.  Managing the facility en-
gendered talk of partnering with
non-profits or neighboring munici-
palities.

rENt StABiliZAtiON PrO-
GrAM liEN

The City Council voted 3-
1 to pass a motion authorizing

a $107,220 lien against the
property at 1893-1895 Wood-
land Avenue. The lien is for un-
paid registration fees and
penalties for the Rent Stabi-
lization Program. Evans voted
“no” and Woods recused him-
self.

MEASUrE c
The council discussed the

fact that some appointees to the
Measure C Committee have not
been attending meetings so there
has not been enough to have a
quorum. Without a quorum, mov-
ing forward on the committee’s re-
sponsibilities is impossible. 

So, the council instructed staff
to give the names of those who
are not functioning on the body
and find new potential members
who are willing to serve more ef-
fectively.

-By Nozipo Wobogo

City, County & State Government Meetings & Contacts

East Palo Alto 
city council

The East Palo Alto City
Council meets the first and
third Tuesday of each
month at 7:30 pm in the
Council Chambers, East
Palo Alto City Hall, 2415
University Avenue; (650)
853-3100 or Fax: (650)
853-3115.  Website:
www.ci.east-palo-alto.ca.us

East Palo Alto
city council Members

carlos romero
Mayor
(650)328-4363

laura Martinez
Vice Mayor

(650)714-5337

ruben Abrica-
(650) 321-4001

A. Peter Evans 
(650) 321-1009

David E. Woods- (650)
853-1907

East Palo Alto
Agencies.Boards, com-
missions, committees

Planning Commission
Second and Fourth Monday

rent Stabilization Board
Second and Fourth Wednes-
day

Public Works & Transporta-
tion Commission
First and Third Wednesday

Youth Advisory Committee
First Thursday of each
month

Senior Advisory Committee
Meets first Monday of each
month 6:30p.m. - City Hall.

East Palo Alto Sanitary
District
The East Palo Alto Sanitary
District office is open Mon-
day through Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 12 noon and re-
opens from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00
p.m. for service. Regular
Board Meetings are held the
first Thursday of every month
at 7:00 pm.

Menlo Park city council
The Menlo Park City Council
holds meetings every Tues-
day at 7:00 p.m. at the City
Council Chambers located
at 801 Laurel Street. You
can subscribe to receive the
agendas and minutes by e-
mail when they are pub-
lished.For questions about
an agenda, call the city clerk
at 650.330.6620.

Menlo Park 
city council Members

Richard Cline - Mayor
Cell:(650) 207-1677

Kirsten Keith - Mayor Pro tem

Cell:796-1009

Andrew M. Cohen
Residence:327-5332
Cell:207-5412

Kelly J. Fergusson 
(650) 327-4533

Peter I. Ohtaki 
Residence:328-0300
Office:330-6631

Menlo Park
Boards, commissions,

committees

Arts Commission
Bicycle Commission
Environmental Quality Com-
mission
Housing Commission
Las Pulgas Committee
Library Commission
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission
Planning Commission
Transportation Commission

San Mateo county
Bd. of Supervisors

Supervisor rose Jacobs
Gibson, Fourth District

The San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors meets
on March 3, 17, 31, & April
14,28 2009 in the County of
San Mateo Hall of Justice &
Records 400 County Center,
Redwood City, CA 94063.
Roll call at 8 a.m. 9 a.m. 

Regular & Consent Agenda
Items.

State Officials

Governor 
Edmund G. Brown
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
Fax: 916-445-4633
Email:
governor@governor.ca.gov

Assembly Member 
richard Gordon
District Address
5050 El Camino Real
Ste.117
Los Altos, CA 94022
650 691-2121

State Senator
Joseph S. Simitian
District Address
160 Town & Country Village
Palo Alto, CA 94301
(650) 688-6384

By Henrietta J. Burroughs
East Palo Alto Today

The East Palo Alto Police De-
partment issued a crime alert
today, which cited an alarming in-
crease in burglaries taking place in
East Palo Alto. The crime alert
stated that most of the burglaries
were occurring in an area of the
city bounded from north to south
by Runnymede Street to East
Bayshore Road and from east to
west by Pulgas Avenue to Univer-
sity Avenue. This area is one of
four police beats and it is known
as Beat Three.

The police stated that many

of these reports are happening
because residents are leaving
doors and windows unlocked. So,
in the crime alert, city residents are
being reminded, first and fore-
most, to lock all of their windows
and doors.

See the full crime alert below:
CRIME ALERT! 
There has been an alarming

increase in burglaries & most of
the victims have left their windows
or doors open.  We are sending
out a reminder to lock your doors
and windows!
Who:

• victims have been leaving
their windows or doors unse-

cured
• most of our victims did

not have an alarm
• 3 suspects have been ar-

rested
What: Residential Burglaries
When: most have occurred
between 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Where: most have occurred
in Beat Three
What you can do!
Please call our 24 hour dis-
patch number if you see any
suspicious persons or activity
in your neighborhood.  650-
321-1112.
You can also text message
us at Tip Now 650-409-6792

Police issue a crime alert

I PLEDGE TO SuPPORT STuDENTS WITh AP CLASSES

AND INSTRuCTORS WhO PROVIDE A CLEAR PATh TO

ThE BEST COLLEGES AND uNIVERSITIES IN ThE WORLD.

I PLEDGE ThAT EVERY CAmPuS WILL BE SAFE AND 

NuRTuRING FOR ALL STuDENTS.

I PLEDGE TO ENhANCE TEAChER DEVELOPmENT BY 

PROVIDING NATIONAL TRAINERS ON BEST PRACTICES 

FOR TODAY’S CLASSROOmS

I PLEDGE ThAT ThE SChOOL BuDGETS WILL ALWAYS

REFLECT ThE NEEDS OF ThE STuDENTS FIRST

VOTE ON NOVEmBER 8

cOMMittED tO PrEPAriNG OUr SONS AND
DAUGHtErS FOr tHE 21St cENtUrY
WOrKFOrcE

Remember to participate 

in the

electoral process

Community News Briefs
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Name:__________________________________  Phone # ______________________________

Organization: ____________________________  Email Address __________________________

Street Address: ___________________________ City ________________________  State ____

Yes, I am interested in becoming a partner with the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media. Please accept my tax-deductible donation as a personal

contribution_____ or as a contribution on behalf of my organization ____ .

____$25  _____$50  _____$100  ____$250   _____$500   ______$1,000 _____$2,000

___$2001 to $5,000   ___$5,000 and above   ___In-kind _______________________

___Please check back with me about becoming a donor.

*The East Palo Alto Center for Community Media is a tax-exempt nonprofit corporation.

P.O. Box 50274
East Palo Alto, cA 94303 
(650)327-5846 ext.311 
(650)327-4430 (Fax)
epamedia@aol.com 
www.epamedia.org 

Please check the appropriate box: if you would like to      volunteer at the center, if you would like to      advertise in East Palo Alto Today,  if you are interested in      writing an
article, opinion piece or letter to the editor. Also let us know if your agency or business would like to be      a distribution site for East Palo Alto Today. Call (650)327-5846, ext.
311 or send us an email at epamedia@aol.com.

Support the East Palo Alto today newspaper

A new financial institution open its doors in East Palo Alto
By Henrietta J. Burroughs
East Palo Alto Today

How quickly fortunes change!

Over the summer, East Palo Alto

lost its only bank when California

Bank and Trust moved its East

Palo branch to Mountain View. 

But, before the city’s residents

could feel the loss of the first bank

they had had in more than a

decade, it was announced that the

city would get another financial in-

stitution before the end of the year.
Now, that possibility is a re-

ality. The San Mateo Credit
Union (SMCU) officially
opened its East Palo Alto
branch on Monday, October
17.

The credit union’s staff
moved into SMCU's new loca-
tion at 1735 East Bayshore

Road in the Gateway 101 Re-
tail Center on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 13. The SMCU branch is
in the same building in which
the California Bank and Trust
branch was located.

Lourdes Carini will
lead the staff as the
credit union’s new
branch manager. Carini
is the former manager
of SMCU’s North Fair
Oaks branch on Mid-
dlefield Road in Red-
wood City. She has
been with the credit
union for two years.
In talking about Carini,

SMCU’s President and
CEO, Barry Jolette
said, “We are delighted
that our new branch will
be presided over by
Ms. Carini. 

Her skills and talents
have served our members
well and her experience at our
North Fair Oaks branch as
well as her service in the com-
munity will be a valuable asset
in East Palo Alto.”  

Carini said that the San
Mateo Credit Union is a great
fit for East Palo Alto. “I am
pleased that SMCU has given
me the chance to provide
comprehensive financial serv-
ices to East Palo Alto.  I am
honored to be a part of this ex-
citing time,” she said.

SMCU announced that its
East Palo Alto members will
be able to take advantage of
traditional financial services,
including savings, checking
and money market accounts,
credit cards, auto loans, mort-
gages, retirement accounts
and investment services. 

The credit union will also

offer value-added services—

such as free online Bill Pay,

paperless eStatements, mem-

bers-only vehicle sales. The

branch will also feature the

“no-cost service of Personal

Auto Shopper.”   

SMCU was founded in Red-

wood City in 1952 as a member-

owned financial institution. It

claims to serve more than 68,000

individuals and it manages more

than $600 million in assests. 

The credit union has seven

branches throughout San

Mateo County and in 2009, it

merged with the Palo Alto

Community Credit Union to

acquire its branch in Palo Alto.

One can get more information

about the San Mateo Credit Union

by visiting its web page at

http://www.smcu.org/. SMCU will

host a VIP Special Grand Open-

ing event later this month. 

Residents get assistance with their housing issues

By Nozipo Wobogo
East Palo Alto Today

The final count is in. Two hun-
dred ten people attended the San
Mateo County Foreclosure Re-
source Fair to get assistance with
their housing issues. The latest fig-
ures come from the office of Su-
pervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson,

who hosted the foreclosure fair in
early October. The fair included a
series of panel discussions, work-
shops and individual counseling.

Those who attended heard
the panel presentations that were
given and many of the participants
took the opportunity to speak with
the lawyers, housing advocates,
loan specialists and lenders, who

were there, about their individual
situations.

The individual one-on-one
sessions seemed especially help-
ful. Phong Pham, who desper-
ately needed advice, sat in one of
the waiting areas to consult with
an attorney. “My foreclosure is just
beginning,” she said. “My hus-
band passed away last Decem-
ber. I had title issues on my home
so I hope they can help me. I need
to talk to a lawyer.”

Lewis Laird, another at-
tendee at the fair, shared his story.
“Two years ago, I had an opera-
tion,” he said. “I took out an ad-
justable loan but needed a loan
modification due to my illness. I
used savings to pay the mortgage
and was able to get a trial modifi-
cation. I was rejected after only
two payments.”

Rebecca Irwin, who is the
legislative aide to Supervisor Ja-
cobs Gibson, said, “It's hard to
know how many received loan

modifications because of the fair.
Our tracking isn't that extensive,
but we received a lot of really pos-
itive feedback.”

When asked why she hosted
the fair, Supervisor Jacobs Gib-
son, who represents the Fourth
District in San Mateo County, said,
“I was contacted by phone by so
many people with these problems
I knew we just had to do some-
thing to reach as many of them as

possible.”
Jacobs Gibson constituents

live in the communities of East
Palo Alto, Redwood City, Menlo
Park, North Fair Oaks and Oak
Knoll. During the foreclosure fair,
the attendees were assisted by
such organizations as Community
Legal Services in East Palo Alto,
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo

Photo courtesy of the Office of Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson
In this photo, San Mateo County Supervisor  Rose Jacobs Gibson
and  State Assembly member Richard Gordon address the audience
at the San Mateo  County Foreclosure Fair.

Photo courtesy of the Office of Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson
Some of the attendees at the fair are shown in this photo as they lis-
ten to speakers who give them  assistance with their housing issues. 

continued on page 11

Photo courtesy of SMCU
Lourdes Carini, the SMCU’s manager for
the East Palo Alto branch stands in front
of the branch’s ATM.

The East Palo Alto Today newspaper is published by the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media, a nonprofit agency that was formed in January 2003 to create media
outlets in East Palo Alto and provide the type of positive, relevant information about the community that is not easily found elsewhere. If you like what you see in East Palo Alto
Today, then we ask that you enable us to serve the community better. You can do this by completing the partnership card below and mailing it with your tax deductible donation
which will go directly to the center’s media efforts. You can read more about the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media online at www.epamedia.org. You can also donate
to the center at the EPA Today and the EPA Media websites. Please contact us if you have any questions. We look forward to hearing from you.



By Michael Uhila
East Palo Alto Today 

On Wednesday, October
19, 2011, a group called All of
us or None held a rally at the
East Palo Alto City Hall. 

All of Us Or None is a na-
tional group of prisoners, for-
mer prisoners and felons, who
organized to combat the many
forms of discrimination that
they face as the result of
felony convictions. 

Four women Ora Colberts
Johnson, Pam Strong, Cather-
ine Everene and Tiombe Jama
met with me to discuss why
they participated in the rally. 

They said that they are fed
up with the justice system and
they want the public’s help.

Before the interview Johnson
brought a statue of lady justice
to the table because the sys-
tem is theoretically “fair and
just.”

Their stories are different,
yet they were united a they
spoke about the injustices

within this country’s penal and
justice system. 

Johnson’s fight against
the system started when her
son was convicted of statutory
rape and was sentenced to
serve 107 years in prison. She
claims that the Public De-
fender asked her son, “Why
did you rape that girl?” Then,
he told him that he should rep-
resent himself in court. 

What does Johnson
want? “I want to organize peo-
ple in the community, the
women, particularly the moth-
ers in the community to pre-
vent this from happening to
their children and loved ones,”
she said.                                                

Pam Strong is a con-
victed felon who is getting her
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A statue of Lady Justice

By chief ron Davis
East Palo Alto Today

On October 1, 2011, the
police department launched
Operation 4th Quarter in an
attempt to stem the increased
levels of violence historically
faced during this period (Octo-
ber – December). Adding to
our concern was the spike in
violence experienced this past
summer and the Department’s
belief that the majority of that
violence was gang-related and
linked. 

Below is a summary of
special activities since Octo-
ber 1, 2011. 

Enforcement 
So far, the Department

has conducted five (5) special
enforcement operations: 

Three (3) parole & proba-
tion special operations which
resulted in: 

•26 searches, compliance
checks and contacts 
•6 Arrests (2 drugs, 4 pa-
role/probation violations) 

One (1) curfew enforce-
ment program which resulted

in two (2) contacts and refer-
rals to the East Palo Alto
Youth Court. 

One undercover drug
operation which resulted in the
successful undercover pur-
chases on narcotics. 

Prevention/intervention 
The Department has

worked with the community to
conduct the following activi-
ties: 

Youth Summit 
The Department hosted a

“Youth and Parent Summit” on
October 1, 2011, to address is-
sues facing our youth such as
gangs, violence and the “stop-
snitching” culture. Over 200
youth and parents attended
this event. 

Anti-Violence Campaign
The Police Department and
the Media Center developed
an anti-violence PSA to
counter the “Stop Snitching”
phenomena and encourage
youth to get involved in mak-
ing our community safer. The
PSA can be viewed at: 

http://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=IaY3HRJjRaY&fea-

ture=player_embedded 
Police Activities League

(PAL) 
The newly formed Police

Activities League (PAL) has
provided services to 30 youth
in the golf program and estab-
lished formal partnerships with
the East Palo Alto Youth Court
and the Peninsula Sports
Academy to expand its serv-
ices to our youth. 

Restoration of the Pris-
oner-Reentry Program 

On October 4, 2011, the
City Council authorized the po-
lice department to utilize its
Measure C funding to restore
the prisoner-reentry program. 

Letter to the Community 
October 31, 2011 
Upcoming Activities 
Enforcement 

Operation Ceasefire The
Department will continue its
implementation of Operation
Ceasefire and conduct a call-
in in December. Program
counselors and mentors will

Operation Fourth Quarter Update

continued on page 13

□   Invest in & restructure KCSM-TV

□   Add youtube.com/KCSM web portal

□  Add Licensed Vocational Nurse program

□   Expand Registered Nurse program

□   Build vertical parking garages

□   Retain Horticulture department

□   Increase services with satellite campuses

□   Increase student enrollment

www.smartvoter.org/vote/jaime_diaz
Paid for by Jaime Diaz

VOTE FOR

JAImE DIAz
ON NOVEmBER 8Th

CANDIDATE FOR BOARD OF TRuSTEES

SAN mATEO COuNTY COmmuNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

Glenda Savage
EaSt Palo alto Sanitary DiStrict

foR the

I will continue to provide the services our
clients have come to expect from the Sani-
tary District. 

I have worked to implement innovative ap-
proaches to the way  we do business.

I will continue working to keep your sewer
service fees among the lowest in the county. 

I will continue our work towards fiscal sta-
bility and sustainability through the imple-
mentation of our 10-year Financial Master
Plan 

RemembeR

to Vote on

noVembeR 8!

life back together. She said
that all she wants to do is to
see her son, but she can’t be-
cause there’s a law that pro-
hibits felons from visiting
inmates. 

Strong’s mother was the
only person that could visit
her son, but she passed
away and that leaves no one
from her family to visit her

son. 
What does Pam want? “I

just want to see my son,” she
said. Katherine Everne wants
to organize fundraising events
to help get money to pay for
attorneys who are willing to
work on racism cases. She
wants the four of them to
eventually gettake specific

Fairness for all of us or none of us

continued to page 13

Do you have an 
interest in sales?

Do you like to meet people and help them
solve their problems?

If so, we just might have the job for you!

Contact us at:
epatoday@epatoday.org



East Palo Alto Today                                                                                       Page 6 October - November 2011

Photo courtesy of  Kail Lubarsky of JobTrain
Two women are shown talking about their new software package at the Hewlett Packard event
which was held this summer at JobTrain in Menlo Park. See Lubarsky’s article on page 13 of
this issue of EPA Today.

For your consideration

Dear Editor
When considering candi-

dates, for the November Elec-
tion, for the Sequoia High
School District Board.
What is required in these chal-
lenging times is clear, bal-
anced and focused
leadership. 

We need leaders who can
comprehend the nuanced,
complex challenges of an ed-
ucational system built for the
1950’s but exiting in the
2010’s. 

We need people who will ad-
vocate for students from all
parts of the Sequoia Union
High School District, from the
streets of East Palo Alto to the
hills of Portola Valley. 

We must insure, as is said,
that the ‘rising tide raises all
ships’. 

As a parent of a Sequoia
High School student-athlete,
director of a local non-profit or-
ganization, clergy member,
Police Chaplain and commu-
nity activist, I’m pleased to
support and endorse Larry
James Moody for the Sequoia
High School District Board of

Directors. 
Mr. Moody has a proven

track record in caring for,
teaching, coaching and advo-
cating for students. He has a
clear vision and the skills to
advocate for a better life and
quality education for all stu-
dents. 

For the past decade I’ve
watched Mr. Moody literally
give his life and resources to
care for students from all
backgrounds. He backs up his
words with action and has a
first hand knowledge of the
challenges our high school
students face. 

I’m confident that Mr. Moody
is the right leader for the Se-
quoia Union High School
Board at this time and I’m hon-
ored to endorse him. 
Larry Moody is the right leader
for the Sequoia Union High
School Board

Sincerely, 
Rev. John Liotti
East Palo Alto, CA

Addressing domestic violence

Dear Editor
A survey by the National Net-

work to End Domestic Vio-

lence found that in just one
day, September 15, 2010,
“70,648 victims of domestic vi-
olence were served by do-
mestic violence programs
across the United States.” On
the same day, “local domestic
violence programs answered
more than 22,292 hotline
calls” but “more than 9,541 re-
quests for services were
unmet due to inadequate
funding or staff available to as-
sist these victims.”

Ensuring adequate funds for
domestic violence work is an
immediate need. But almost
as immediate is the need to
begin the conversation about
such violence. With our kids,
with our families, our neigh-
borhoods, and city councils. 

We can take the opportunity
of attending one of the many
events being organized in
these weeks, as an act of sol-
idary with survivors, and
healthy relationships. ...So,
let’s pause to think about our
silence in the face of this vio-
lence.

Excerpted from a letter by
Jannifer Lesuma
Development  Associate
CORA

through - especially when the
month is longer than the money.
It's a situation that the residents of
East Palo Alto and those in similar
low income communities can fully
understand. 

It's an issue that some would
say is at the heart of the effort to
keep payday lending institutions

out of East
Palo Alto (See
article on page
one of this
issue of EPA
Today.). 

The Oc-
cupy move-
ment also
embodies the
type of con-
cerns ex-

pressed by East Palo Alto
residents and supporters who are
protesting the sale of Page Mill
Properties’ former apartments to
Zell Reality. 

The Occupy movement rep-
resents a massive call for real
change. Starting with little if any
media attention, it has now cap-
tured world attention and by all
accounts it appears to be growing
daily with  the added support of
unions, church groups and a va-
riety of other organizations. 

At this point, it's obviously, dif-
ficult to say where it will lead. But
when an idea takes hold and cap-
tures the hearts and minds of a
certain percentage of people,
there is a growing consciousness
that cannot be stopped. 

Those participating in and
supporting the Occupy move-
ment want real transformation,
concrete system-wide changes
that would put an end to corporate
greed and the philosophy and
practices that allow it to exist and
flourish. 

Some might say that America
is having its own revolutionary
"Arab Spring,"  which toppled dic-
tators in Egypt, Tunisia and  Egypt
and led to uprisings in various
other countries in the Middle East. 

But action is being taken and
there is a growing consciousness
that more people need to be made
to answer for a major national,
economic meltdown that caused
many millions to suffer. 

If the Occupy movement is
successful, in its call for a shift in
wealth in this country and in its
support for the empowerment of
masses of people, across ethnic
and class lines, then real change
will come to America.

Isn’t this what the inscription
on the Statue of Liberty embodies
when it states, “Give me your tired,
your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free...”

Maybe, because of the Oc-
cupy movement,  America will one
day be fully able to live up to the
dream that it represents.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Who should occupy Guantanamo?

Last April, I saw a bumper
sticker that gave me a chuckle. It
said, "Don't close Guantanamo.
Keep it open for Wall Street."
While the bumper sticker was
funny, the import of it is really no
laughing matter.

I'm sure those in the Occupy
movement which has spread
from New York and
other major American
cities, such as Oakland,
and San Francisco  to
hundreds of cities
across this country and
the world

It is estimated that
millions of people, par-
ticularly those of color
lost billions of dollars in
assets and new wealth
in the foreclosure debacle. While
many families are going home-
less and others are suffering with
the high unemployment rate and
the home mortgage disaster,
most of those who perpetrated the
mortgage disaster and our near
economic collapse are going vir-
tually unpunished.

There are those in the rank
and file, e.g., who have received
jail terms, but others who are at
the top of the pyramid have
walked away with golden para-
chutes, as the government pro-
vided bail outs for the banks and
other corporate entities. 

Punishing those who brought
on this country's economic crisis
for their own gain by putting them
in Guantanamo might seem
pretty severe with all that Guan-
tanamo conjures up. However,
there are still calls for stringent
legal action to be taken against
them. 

This past February, a coali-
tion of grassroots organizations,
including Peninsula Interfaith Ac-
tion (PIA), PICO California, the
Service Employees International
Union (SEIU) and Alliance of Cal-
ifornians for Community Empow-
erment (ACCE) presented a
petition of 10,000 signatures to of-
ficials representing California's At-
torney General, Kamala Harris.
Similar groups have met with the
attorney generals in the nation's
other 49 states. The petitions are
asking that the banks be held ac-
countable and that restitution be
made to homeowners. 

Last April, it was easy to won-
der whether anything substantial
would come from these meetings
and petitions? 

The millions of those around
the world who are participating in
their local Occupy movement
have stopped waiting for an an-
swer. They have recognized that
approximately 1% of the world's
population hold the wealth in their
countries, while 99% are trying on
a day-to-day basis to just make it

Henrietta J. Burroughs

In order to better serve the

communities of East Palo Alto

and Belle Haven, East Palo

Alto Today has made the com-

mitment to operate with high

professional standards and to

adhere to a strict code of ethi-

cal conduct.  

The principles and policies

stated herein serve as an

agreement with our readers,

advertisers and all others

within our service area.

East Palo Alto Today is ded-

icated to conscientious jour-

nalism. We maintain this

commitment by seeking and

reporting the truth, acting with

integrity, and serving the pub-

lic interest.  We will report the

news thoroughly and accu-

rately and include multiple per-

spectives without favoring one

over the other. 

We will hold ourselves ac-

countable to common stan-

dards of decency, treating our

colleagues, news sources,

and the public with respect.  

We are committed to main-

taining our independence by

avoiding partnerships, invest-

ments or business relation-

ships that would compromise

the integrity of our news re-

ports.

EPA Today’s  Pol ic ies  & Principles
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By  Arkadi Kuhlmann
East Palo Alto Today

A startling new study by the
National Bureau of Economic Re-
search revealed that half of Amer-
icans said they either definitely
couldn't or probably couldn't come
up with $2,000 for an "unexpected
expense in the next month." This
widespread "financial fragility"
serves as an important reminder
that even though some sectors of
the economy are showing signs of
recovery, many people are still
struggling to pay their bills.

For the 66.4 percent of Amer-
icans who own a home, the
biggest source of financial stress
is often the monthly mortgage
payment, which can eat up one-
third or more of household in-
come.

What current and future

homeowners often don't realize,
though, is that by choosing a 30-
year fixed-rate mortgage -- the so-
called "less risky" option -- they
may actually be putting them-
selves at greater risk of financial
fragility.

Despite the bruised reputa-
tion shorter-term, adjustable rate
mortgages (ARMs) suffered dur-
ing the recent housing collapse,
these five and seven-year options
are on the rise again -- and for
very good reason.

For younger generations, the
"childhood home" is a dying tradi-
tion. The median length of time an
American lives in a single resi-
dence is only 5.9 years. As of last
year, only one-third of Americans
stayed at the same address for a
decade or more.

A retired couple downsizing,
a young family looking for a larger

space, a son returning to his
hometown to care for his aging
parents -- the decision to relocate
is one that cuts across all demo-
graphics. We've become a much
more mobile society, and yet, 30-
year loans remain, as they've
been since they were introduced
in 1954, most homeowners' first
choice.

The primary reason home-
owners prefer a longer-term fixed-

rate mortgage is its predictability.
With a rate that, as its name im-
plies, remains the same each
month, the risk seems minimal.
Likewise, with an ARM, many
buyers see the word "adjustable"
and think "worst case scenario."

The truth about fixed-rate
mortgages, though, is that the
psychological gains from month-
to-month predictability are offset
by the hard financial fact that the
first several years' worth of pay-
ments will certainly be higher than
they would be with an five or
seven year ARM. Given that so
few of us stay longer than six
years in any given home; opting
for the pricier 30-year mortgage
may not make much financial
sense.

If a buyer knows they will be
in a home for seven years or
fewer, an ARM can make a lot of

sense for them. The lower
monthly payment can provide a
cushion against financial fragility.

Borrowers need to shop
carefully for ARMs. The 30-year
fixed mortgage is one-size-fits-all.
ARMs differ not only in the term of
their initial rate, but also in how fre-
quently they may adjust, how
much they could adjust each pe-
riod, how much they can adjust
over the life of the loan, and what
the basis of adjustment is. These
are all important elements to un-
derstanding the likelihood that
payments may increase.

Borrowers need to under-
stand and be comfortable with the
terms of the loan as a whole. But
the payoff in terms of monthly sav-

By Marco Aguilera 
East Palo Alto Today

Long hours, hot days, and
low participation from commu-
nity members would be
enough reason to want to stop
working, yet I know there is a
greater cause, and I continue
to push forward. 

There is always someone
who wants to make a quick
dollar even if it means destroy-
ing a community and gentrify-
ing it, so I use this as my
motivation to work towards
protecting my community. The
situations East Palo Alto faces
daily include the fight to main-
tain affordable housing, fix un-
safeconditions for pedestrians,
poor living conditions, and

poor community services. 

Occasionally, I have a
deep conversation with myself
and conclude that there has to
be something better than what
is being offered to my commu-
nity.  I would be lying if I were
to say that it is easy working to
fulfill the needs of my commu-
nity, yet a healthier and more
informed East Palo Alto is a

reward worth working for.

“Hello my name is Marco
Aguilera I work for the Youth
United for Community Action
and we are working with the
City of East Palo Alto to up-
date the General Plan.”

This is our standard greet-
ing which is most commonly
followed by questions such as
“what is the General Plan?”
and “why should I care?”  It is
difficult to encourage people to
think about a General Plan
when they have to feed their
children, pick up their spouse
from work and occasionally,
some people are just not inter-
ested. 

While he or she is still at
the door and I start smelling
the burning food on the stove,

I start to comprehend the ob-
stacles they have to deal with
on a daily basis. I am able to
recognize this situation and
use it as a means to empha-
size the importance of the fu-
ture planning of East Palo Alto
and how much their input is
important and essential.

Three whole hours pass
and through the combined ef-
forts of six to nine YUCA
youth, we are able to bring in
15-25 questionnaires. Collect-
ing the questionnaires is only
the beginning. We still have  to
count and update all com-
pleted questionnaires. 

We continue to push for-
ward because there is pleas-
ure in knowing that our
community will suffer fewer

problems in the future be-
cause we are participating in
gathering community input to
ensure injustices do not con-
tinue to occur. This is the
process that is key and neces-
sary to make sure the commu-
nity is not left out when the city
is making decisions.   

East Palo Alto’s General
Plan includes the following el-
ements: Safety, Housing, Cir-
culation, Noise, Economic
Development, Conservation
and Open space, and Land
Use.  

The General Plan is an
essential tool that will force the
community to evaluate exist-
ing conditions and create new

Why I do what I do for my city

Marco Aguilera

Arkadi Kuhlmann

continued on page 12

By Michael Uhila
East Palo Alto Today 

East Palo Alto has
trekked a long way from the
year of incorporation (1983)
till now. East Palo Alto has
shifted in many ways.
We’ve seen corrupt politi-
cians, an influx of immi-
grants, murder, AIDS,
better health care and new
churches. 

We’ve seen students im-
proving in school, more
trees planted, less crime
and fancy police cars. Was
it the city council that
helped? Was it the police
department? Was it all the
non profit organizations in

East Palo Alto? Was it you?
Was it me? 

It was all of us who been
here before 1983. It was
those of us who been here
from 1983 till now and
everyone in between those
years. 

It was those of you that
ever hit the pavement to
protest against drugs in the
community. It was those of
you in the block clubs. 

It was those of you who
tutor kids at the East Palo
Alto library. It was those of
you who helped feed fami-
lies. 

Before 1983 and after
1983, some people decided
to get a non profit organiza-

tion to help East Palo Alto
with whatever these non
profits mission statements
were. 

The non profit organiza-
tions have served their pur-
pose to help YOU and ME.
All residents in East Palo
Alto can have a reason to
go to a non profit organiza-
tion but without a reason for
you and me to go then why
are they here. 

I’ve seen the changes
and I’ve been here for a lot
of it so I wanted to question
the validity of these Non
Profit organizations in East
Palo Alto.

What is your organization
here to do? 

If everyone would learn
how to be self sufficient
would we need you any-
more?

Is it a racial thing? 

Do you work with other or-
ganizations in East Palo
Alto?

Why should we care about
you?

Are you adjustable to the
changes?

Where’s your articles of in-
corporation?

Do you walk around east
Palo Alto just to look at
where you’re working? 

How well do you know the
people in East Palo Alto?

What do you know about
East Palo Alto history?

Do you live in East Palo
Alto?

Have you ever lived in
East Palo Alto?

What is your non profit or-
ganization featuring?

How does East Palo Alto
benefit from your exis-
tence?

Are you grass roots?

What’s your annual budget
look like? 

What’s your annual budget
look like after your salary?

Are you a volunteer? 

On a scale of 1-10 1 being
the worst and 10 being the
best how do you rate work-

The East Palo Alto nonprofit organization questionnaire

continued on page 

continued on page 13
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The long-term satisfaction of shorter-term mortgages
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Celebrating a White Attire Affair

roller & Hapgood &tinney

Establecido 1899                                       Funeraria FD 132

Honrando a su Familia con una           

tradicion noble de servicio. 

Ofrecemos servicios religiosos, entierro   

tradicional y cremacion.  Les ayudamos 

con amor, respecto y consideracion 

en sus momentos dificiles.      

Ustedes son nuestra familia.

Tambien ofrecemos servicos pre-pagados.       

Se habla Español 

650.328.1360

980 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94301 
www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com 

Roller & Hapgood & Tinney

Roller  & Hapgood  & TinneyRoller & Hapgood & Tinney

EEnsure that your final wishes are honored.
Plan ahead with a pre need arrangement.

Funeral Home FD132

Beautiful Women, Menlo
Park, East Palo Alto “White
Attire Affair”

“YESTERDAY, TODAY AND
TOMORROW”

Any good writer will tell you
that you have to begin a for-
mal speech with a joke to cap-
ture the attention of the audi-
ence.  

Well, due to the auspicious
nature of this afternoon’s
event….I’ve decided to begin

in an unconventional way.  I’m
going to name the names of
many of the women who
played a role in my child-
hood…growing up in East
Palo Alto/East Menlo Park…
..or as many as I can remem-
ber….and I’d like those of you
who might remember them to
stand as I read their names.
1. First and foremost, my
mom, Esther Joanne Steven-
son…one of the most intelli-
gent, forward thinking,

outspoken women I have ever
had the joy of knowing.
2. My Auntie Barbara Mouton,
who knew my parents before
we kids were born
3. Mrs. Bernice Johnson Our
down street Westminster
neighbor and Mom’s best
buddy:  (who  kept us kids on
the straight and narrow)
4. Mrs. Mae Jones-Aber-
nathy….another down the
street neighbor
5. Mama Betty and Mama
Frankie McFadden Our next
door neighbors and the baby
of the McFadden Family (Mary
Fairley) who grew up to be-
come the first lady of St.
John’s
6. Mrs. Clothea Wilson….one
of the deaconesses at St.
John’s Baptist Church and  the
first true Fashionista I ever
met
7. Mrs. Delsie Peebles….the
first person I ever met who
wore contact lens and who 

talked about the importance of
exercising to stay in shape.
8. Mrs. Delmar Robinson…
.our first Westminster Ave
neighbor from another coun-
try….Brazil
9. Mrs. Rosalie Wallace…
..who co-lead the Brownie
troop with my Mom
10. Fay Crawford Bremond…
.who hired me to babysit her 5
year old when I was about 11
or 12 and who wound up be-
coming my Big sister and co
parent.
11. Mrs. Gertrude Wilks who
inspired Mother’s For Equal
Education and the First Debu-
tante Cotillion ever held for
graduates of Ravenswood
High school.

12. Mrs. Ruth Molden
12. Mrs. McNair….my first
Black teacher and a neighbor
14. Mrs. Ruby Crummer
15. Mrs. Onetta Harris
16.  Mrs. Doris Ligon
17. Mrs. Freddie Jackson
18. Mrs. Marjorie Goodwill
19. Mrs. Ida Berk
20. Mrs. Mavis Knox
21. Mrs. Srytiller Kabat
22. Mrs. Gelsimnia Becks
23. Mary Hoover….who taught
us that we were bilingual:
Standard and Ebonics
24.  Mrs. Ruth Simpson
25. Mrs. Helen Harvey
26. Mrs. Janet Winters
27.  Mrs. Mary Burns

East Palo Alto is a multiethnic community that is creating a new present and a new future. But,
last  September 24, women from the East Palo Alto and Menlo Park communities celebrated
the past to honor the many women from the two communities, who in years past helped them
to become who they are today. The occasion was called, “A White Attire Affair,” and the women
-- spanning many ages -- dressed in white to celebrate. The event was held at the Palmdale
Estates in Fremont, CA . The presentation below was made by East Palo Alto’s “Native Daugh-
ter,” Ricki Stevenson.

continued on page 15

COMMUNITY PROVIDES SOLUTIONS FOR LIFE’S TOUGH DECISIONS
By Kail lubarsky
East Palo Alto Today

Food or Rent?  With

unemployment at 8.7%

in San Mateo County,

many residents cannot

afford both.  

JobTrain’s partner-

ship with fellow non-

profit Bread of Life

East Palo Alto

(BOLEPA) has been

the saving grace since

May 2011.  Every

Thursday afternoon,

BOLEPA distributes

fresh, nutritious and

free groceries at Job-

Train. 

According to Harriett

Wycoff, the executive

director at BOLEPA,

"This is what our com-

munity is all about –

taking care of and

feeding our residents." 

For Antonio Gue-

vara, the weekly food

distribution event is re-

ally about community.

Amongst the crowd,

his smiling face and

grateful ebullience

never go unnoticed.     

Every week Antonio

expresses his enthusi-

asm for the wide array

of produce and food

available. Whether it's

organic artichokes,

fresh corn on the cob

or grass-fed beef do-

nated from Trader

Joe’s; Antonio is eager

to convey his appreci-

ation and share his

recipes for the bounti-

ful provisions.

In addition to learn-

ing about his recipe for

artichokes, I discov-

ered Antonio is actu-

ally a local hero. Each

week he carefully

packages groceries for

his neighbors in need

and delivers them to

San Francisco. 

Always returning

after everyone has had

the opportunity to fill

their bags, Antonio col-

lects the surplus. He's

concerned about his

elderly neighbors.

Some are infirm, oth-

ers are unemployed or

simply on a fixed in-

come. Antonio does

what he can to make a

positive impact in their

lives.

People from all

walks of life are af-

fected by hunger these

days.  Students, work-

ing families, single

parents, senior citi-

zens – they’re all in

need – and all receive

support every Thurs-

day afternoon at Job-

Train. 

Kail lubarsky is the di-

rector of marketing and PR

at JobTrain in Menlo Park.

Ricki, center, stands with from left Omonike, Ebonni’s Mom,
April Fields and Ebonni Black at the White Attire Affair.

Photos courtesy of Ricki Stevenson
Ricki Stevenson on the right stands with Lakiba Pittman.

Lifecycles


