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October 31, 2008
 
 
 
Honorable Larry Klein, Mayor
City of Palo Alto
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
 
Dear Mayor Klein:
 
On behalf of the East Palo Alto community, I’d like to share our concerns regarding comments made by Police Chief Lynne Johnson of the Palo Alto Police Department.  According to several media outlets, Chief Johnson has issued a directive to your police officers to contact (which we equate to stop) African-Americans in Palo Alto based on a recent spate of burglaries and robberies. 
 
According to Chief Johnson, this directive is based on information that identifies African-Americans as being responsible for some of these crimes.  But information provided by her Department identifies the persons responsible for these crimes to be inclusive of African Americans, Hispanics, Pacific Islanders and whites. Yet, the target of Chief Johnson’s directive is limited to African-Americans. While I understand the need to take immediate action to enhance public safety, those actions, as I am sure you will agree, must be done so in a respectful and constitutional manner. 
 
Although it is not my intent to intervene into your city’s affairs; the residents of East Palo Alto are especially concerned with this directive as it is likely to have a disparate, and potentially a discriminatory, affect on African-Americans living in East Palo Alto who daily frequent and travel through Palo Alto.  
 
Such a statement from your police chief can only serve to diminish public trust and confidence not only in Palo Alto, but East Palo Alto and other communities as well.  As our communities face the challenges of crime, collaboration must occur between our cities, and the police must continually work to strengthen its relationships with its communities; especially those of color. 
 
For Chief Johnson to direct her officers to engage in what can only be described as “racial profiling” is counter to this collaboration and will only serve to wedge our communities.
 
As mayor of the City of East Palo Alto, I formally request that you provide the African-American community, especially those residing in East Palo Alto, a formal apology on behalf of the City of Palo Alto, and that you reprimand your police chief for her actions. I also request that Chief Johnson immediately rescind her directive and make clear that racial profiling is not tolerated in your city.
 
Respectfully,
 
 
 
Patricia Foster, Mayor
City of East Palo Alto
 
 
cc: Palo Alto Vice Mayor Peter Drekmeier
Palo Alto Council Member John Barton
Palo Alto Council Member Patrick Burt
Palo Alto Council Member Sid Espinosa
Palo Alto Council Member Yoriko Kishimoto
Palo Alto Council Member Jack Morton
Palo Alto Council Member Greg Schmid
Palo Alto Council Member Yiaway Yeh
 
East Palo Alto City Council Members
