
East Palo Alto Mayor Patricia Foster delivered the following 
presentation at the celebration in honor of the City of East Palo Alto’s 
25th Anniversary on July 1, 2008 

 
 

State of the City 
 
 

Good evening and welcome. I would like to express my appreciation to 
everyone for coming out this evening to attend this event.  While the 
event is technically classified as a regular meeting of the City Council 
scheduled for July 1, 2008, it is a special meeting in the sense that it is 
entirely devoted to acknowledging that this date also represents the 25th 
anniversary of the city’s incorporation.  
 
Before going any further, I would like for us to pause and remember our 
first Mayor Barbara Mouton.  She led our city from the beginning, 
through the years and has left it immeasurably enriched by her 
dedication and love.  
 
I thank the residents of East Palo Alto for giving me the privilege to 
serve along with my honorable colleagues - Vice Mayor Rutherford, 
and fellow Council members Abrica, Evans, and Woods.    
 
I also would like to acknowledge that Council member Abrica was on 
the first East Palo City Council.   Those of you who have seen the 
announcement of today’s event surely will have easily recognized him 
from that photo.  
 
I’d also like to mention that another person in that photo - Omowale 
Satterwhite – called today with an offer to turn over the historical 
documents of the city incorporators.  
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Thank you for making that resource available! And thank you Omowale 
for your leadership in 1983 and now. Your strategizing, time and hard 
work 25 years ago were essential.  Simply put, were it not for 
Omowale Satterwhite, East Palo Alto would not be celebrating its 25th 
anniversary today.  
  
Acknowledge the presence of all elected officials/ or their 
representatives. 
            
These policymakers work consistently to ensure that East Palo Alto 
receives critical funding, needed services and support as we work to 
enhance the lives and futures of the residents of our city.  
 
Thank you all for being here and for all you do in service to others.  
You have helped bring us to where we are today. 
  
As I thought about what I might comment on this evening, I focused on 
the word “momentum.”  So many things are happening, and so quickly!  
 In short, ladies and gentlemen, East Palo Alto has momentum and we 
are very busy!  
 
The dictionary defines “momentum” as: “strength or force gained by 
motion or through the development of events.”  By that definition, 
the city is strong and growing even more so, almost on a daily basis.  
This growth is not just occurring in the city organization, but in the 
broader community as well. 
 
Initiatives to improve the quality of life for city residents are occurring at 
all levels, collaboratively and on an individual basis.  It has been the  
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city’s work in collaboration with community partners and members that 
has made so much of our progress possible.  
 
I’d like to review with you some of that progress now. 
 
You have expressed your confidence in the city’s efforts to address 
public safety challenges in the most meaningful way possible, by passing 
Measure C, the Public Safety and Crime Prevention Ballot Initiative.  
 
This provides a great opportunity to take strides in the future toward 
safety and services for our youth.   Thus we have momentum in our 
increasing strength from this development. 
 
 
You have also responded proactively and supportively as partners in 
the East Palo Police Department’s community policing initiatives.  
I take this time to thank the dedicated, hard-working men and women 
of the police department for their outstanding service under the 
extraordinary leadership of Chief Ron Davis.   
 
We are truly fortunate as a community for their help and protection; the 
momentum of community policing leads to greater safety and security. 
 
Yet, while continuing to be more secure, we have not forgotten, through 
such events as the annual Candlelight Memorial, to remember the 
ongoing needs of individuals, families and, the overall community to 
come together and support one another in healing from the devastating 
effects of personal losses resulting from crime that has affected all of us, 
whether directly or indirectly. 
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You have responded as active leaders and participants in various task 
force efforts, such as the ones on Health Care and Emergency 
Preparedness, the Electronic Recreation Guide, the Barbara Mouton 
Wellness Program, the Youth Court Planning Team – and many more.  
Because of efforts such as these, we are better prepared and better 
able to address future needs, as our momentum propels us forward. 
Knowing we were about making a great place even better, we have 
been leaders in housing and have addressed gentrification head on from 
the start. 
 
Twenty years ago Ruben Abrica led the Rent Control Movement and 
today our Rent Control & Just Cause Eviction ordinance is second to 
none. 
 
I applaud former Mayor Duane Bay’s vision with regard to housing 
issues.  Our inclusionary housing policies are among the strongest in the 
State; our percentage of permanently affordable houses, both 
ownership and rental, is the highest in San Mateo County. 
 
We have taken great strides in securing our environment as well.  I want 
to acknowledge the important role played by YUCA and others in 
getting state and federal environmental agencies to initiate actions 
leading to the closure of  ROMIC. 
 
Adding to our environmental health -- as well as to the beautification of 
the city -- is the work that the city, the non-profit Canopy and 
volunteers have done to install more than one thousand new trees.  
Their work will be treasured for years to come; the beauty of these 
trees surely will create the momentum to plant hundreds more. 
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This summer more of our youth are employed through the Sponsored 
Employment Program, thanks to the collaborative efforts led by One 
East Palo Alto.  The support of the Four Seasons Hotel has been 
instrumental in this effort by partnering with OEPA to host a fundraising 
event in support of youth employment.    
 
Increasing young people’s involvement in productive work both benefits 
our community now, and will generate momentum to expand 
opportunities for these young people and others in the future. 
 
Partnering with faith-and community-based organizations and 
businesses has allowed the city to provide vital services that are critical 
to the welfare and well being of us all.  
 
The enormous, frequently unrecognized good work of so many 
dedicated people has made our city a better place to live.  It has also 
shown us, by example, how to contribute towards a positive goal in 
enhancing our lives and the lives of others.  
             
The momentum continues, powerfully. 
  
The Bay Road construction is well on the way. For that I express 
gratitude for the support given to us by our federal representatives:  
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo, and Senators Feinstein and Boxer. 
When completed, the project will significantly improve the overall 
appearance and functionality of the Bay Road corridor.  This, of course, 
is the primary access to the Ravenswood Business District. 
 
And thanks to the Packard Foundation, we will soon be able to enjoy  
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Cooley Landing as it is developed into a place to recreate and 
contemplate our good fortune to live in this beautiful city.  
 
Helping ease transportation challenges – and thus improve the quality of 
life in our community -- are the free (as in no charge) transit shuttle 
service, the installation or replacement of a few bus shelters, as well as 
the hydrogen shuttle bus, which will serve the community in the future. 
 
In addition, the city council recently authorized staff to pursue plans for 
resurfacing and improving the city’s roads in 18 locations. Additional 
locations -- such as Clarke Street in front of Brentwood Oaks School -
- will benefit from further funding obtained in collaboration with the 
Ravenswood School District to improve the safety of various pedestrian 
routes used by school children to get to school each day.   
 
I’m delighted to report that the city is in a better financial position than 
ever in its history.  Let’s pray that we are not severely impacted by the 
downturn in the economy and that we can move forward, propelled by 
the momentum we feel in these accomplishments. 
 
Finally, I want to recognize our city staff.  City Manager Alvin James 
and our Interim City Attorney Valerie Armento have performed 
outstanding jobs for our city; 
 
I also want to thank the city department heads for collectively bringing 
over 150 years of experience to our city administration and operations.  
We are all grateful to the employees who have chosen East Palo Alto to 
receive the benefit of their dedicated work and experience.  
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Much of the success and momentum, that I have outlined above, has 
been generated by our city employees.  
   
In sum, the momentum we have built in the past years – and the strong 
history we have developed over the last 25 years as a city – stand us in 
good stead for the future.  
 
We recognize that there is much to be done, but today we celebrate 
where we are.  
 
I am proud to have served as Mayor over the past year, and I am 
proud of what all of us have been able to build.  This momentum will 
continue as we develop our strengths and continue to work together for 
the betterment of our families, our neighbors, and of us all.  
 
Thank you. 
 


