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     East Palo Alto City Council Approved Urgency Rent Ordinance
      At its regularly scheduled meeting this week on Tuesday, January 8, the East Palo Alto City Council voted 5 to 0 to approve an urgency ordinance that will freeze rent increases in the City of East Palo Alto and place a six month moratorium on rent increases until June 30 of this year.
       In what seemed like a simple but surprising move the council avoided the second reading that it would have been required to hold to pass the simple ordinance that council members approved last week at its special meeting on January 3. At that meeting the council also voted to approve an ordinance that would place a 6 month moratorium on rent increases that would affect many tenants in buildings owned by Page Mill Properties, which is the largest owner of rental properties in East Palo Alto.  
       Since the ordinance last week was approved by a 3 to 1 vote with Council members Pat Foster, Ruben Abrica and Donna Rutherford voting for it and Council member Peter Evans voting to abstain, the ordinance needed to pass by four votes to be an emergency ordinance that would go into effect immediately. So, given its 3 votes, the measure passed as a regular ordinance that required a second reading. Council member David Woods was absent during that meeting.
       As with the special meeting on January 3, tenants from Page Mill Properties also packed last night’s city council meeting to urge the East Palo Alto City Council to pass the moratorium, which would prevent Page Mill Properties from raising its rents beyond 
3.5 % for the next 6 months. It is hoped that the 6 month moratorium will give the council time to reach an agreement regarding the rent increases. 

    The city’s former full-time attorney Michael Lawson, who advised the council during its discussion of the rent increases, acknowledged that Page Mill Properties will undoubtedly sue the City of East Palo Alto in court.

